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PREFACE. 



Tt is a fuibjeft of equal notoriety and. 

regret, that prefaces have funk into 
general diAife, or loft to a great degree 
their juft and original charaifter. The 
abrupt appearance of an author be- 
fore the bar of the public iaan enter- 
prize of moft anxious uncertainty.. 
He feems to be bound by a fort of re- 
fpedl, to prefent fome credentials or 
fubmit to Tome formalities, before he 
prefume upon the ready difpofition of 
fo auguft a judicature to hear and de- 
termine his merits. In addition to 
that duty which refpedl impofes, a 
more important claim attaches upon 

VOL. I. a him, 
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ii . PREFACE, 

him, from the abfolute neceflity of 
fome preliminary arrangements, for 
the purpofes of a fair and equit- 
able decifion. Yet fuch is the impa- 
tience of the bulk of readers, that all 
which intervenes between the title 
and the work is confidered as an ob- 
ftacle in the way of their progrefs, 
and treated as a flavifli compliance 
with an obfolete ceremony. The in- 
fluence, of this, judgment ftops not 
with readers. It relaxes the ftriiftnefs 
of authors themfelves ; and induces a 
habit of writing with loofenefs thofe 
very preliminaries, which feem to de- 
mand the moft cautious precifion — an 
indolence natural to the human mind, 
which is rarely brought to execute 
with care, what is not likely to be re- 
garded with attention. 

It 
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PREFACE. ill 

' It may, however, be affirmed, that 
the diajoricy of cafes in which the 
merits of writers have beea miftaken 
by the public, might be fairly referred 
to thofe defeats in the outfet of their 
acquaintance, which a due regard to 
fome prefatory fteps would have fuffi- 
ciently fupplied. Works of travel 
ftand particularly expofed to the dan- 
ger of an erroneous judgment. Pre- 
fenting in many inAances a pi<5ture of 
the times, and embracing a variety of 
circumftances and events, they may 
be confidered as bearing upon modern 
hiftoryj and therefore, like that, en- 
countering the jealoufies, fufpicions, 
and prejudices of minds varioiifly in- 
terefted, and a£re<5ted by different, and 
yet exifting, impreffions. Thefeobfta- 
cles can only be with any colour of ex- 
pedtation dimlniihed, by the eftablilh- 
a 2 ment 
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iv PREFACE. 

menc of fome premifes, which the 
reader may adopt, and to which he 
may refer, as a rule for interpreting 
the author's mind on, points of cri- 
tical and delicate decifion. 

The volumes of travel with which 
the public are now prefented profefa 
to Hand on more hazardous ground, 
in refpeiH: to a fair and equitable judg- 
ment, than any fimilar work, with 
which they might be compared; and 
the author is unwilling to commit 
them to the world,, without anticipatt 
ing, in fom? premonitory remarks, the 
leading objections by which they may 
be attacked. 

I. It may be urged, that books of 
travel have been greatly multiplied, 
and that the route which the author 
purfues has in it no chance of novelty. 
To this the author, with little varia- 
-. I tion. 
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tion, concedes. He is ready to admit, 
that the cabinet is already fupplied. 
with a numerous catalogue of enter- 
taining travellers ; he. is ready to ad- 
mit, that the outline of his tour differs 
in very few refpeifts from the ordinary 
track of falhionable travel ; and that 
the places alluded io in the fucceed- 
ing volumes are, with few excep- 
tions, fuch as- have been repeatedly 
viewed and repeatedly defcribed. The 
attention of the public to travelling 
journals has however, he prefuraes, 
not yet been fatiated by all that has 
been", nor will probably be fatisfied by 
all that may be faid, of foreign coun- 
tries and foreign manners. The ne- 
ceffity of fupplying fome fpecies of 
light and tinelaborate reading is felt 
by all who are acquainted with the 
public tafte: and no produ(5lions are, 
a 3 gene- 
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generally fpeaking, more readily di< 
gelled, than thofe which condu(5l the 
fire-lide traveller through an extenfivc 
traft of country without difturbing 
him from his arm-chair ; and Intro*- ' 
duce him to all the beauties of a 
country without expofing him to any 
of its ftorms. Relying upon this pat 
fion for travelling journals, and the 
endlefs variety of an alflire mind, the 
author engaged in a correfpondence 
for furnifliiog exprefsly the materials 
of the prefent volumes. Whether he 
has rightly judged of the public feel- 
ings, and his own powers-r-wiU be 
hereafter decided. 

A fecond objeftion may probably 
arife, from the interval which has 
been fuffered to pafs between the 
clofing of the Letters and the period of 
publication. In accoiiotiog for this it 
is 
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PREFACE. vii 

is neceJIary to remark, that a coniider« 
able pcrcion of the Letters had been 
transferred to private hands for the fe- 
curity of conveyance, at the time of the 
author's proceeding upon his expedi- 
tion into Auftria ; and that the non- 
arrival of thefe at the period expected 
very conilderably delayed the compil- 
ation. The publication of Mr. Grey's 
tour at nearly the fame period was 
alfo a ground of difcouragement. If to 
this be added the obArudlion occai- 
fioned to the procefs of printing by thq 
author's diftance from the metropolis 
and the prefs, the hiftory of this delay 
■will have been completely given. The 
reafons for fpecifying thefe caufes 
with fo much minutenefs, will be fuf- 
ficiently obvious lo thofe who are ac- 
quainted with the bufy infinuations 
Qf calumny and malice. Event§ q^ 
a 4 lace 
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late occurrence have fplit fociety into 
fo many faftions, that jealoufies arc 
now eicited, againft which too much 
precaution cannot be employed. The 
author eipeifts to hear it inCnuated, as 
it has been already candidly rumoured, 
that the publication was delayed for 
Ihe convenience of adapting it to 
the humour of the times. If the cir- 
cumftances already enumerated had 
not fufficientiy done away this impute 
ation, ihe very difficulty itfelf of 
effetfting fuch a taflc, in the varying 
circumftances of the prefent period, 
would difcover the folly of the charge. 
Tothefe, however — if thefefliould yet 
be infufficient — the author is ready to 
annex his moft ferious declaration ; that 
in no inftance, the moft trivial parti- 
culars alone excepted, has he fliaped 
or accommodated the original fpiric 
and 
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and train of the journal j and that a 
conliderable number of the Letters 
have been printed, with no other ai- 
teration, than that of a literal or ver- 
bal correftion. 

A third obje<5tion may poflibly arife 
in the minds of fome, from the inter- 
nal character of the Letters themfelvcs, 
the circumftances of which they treat, 
and the unreferved freedom with, 
■which thefe circumftances are treated.. 
To this it may be replied, that the 
author has availed himfelf, in travel- 
ling and in writing, of that liberty 
which has in fuch cafes ever been 
deemed admiflible: and that as he 
travelled to fee and report, he con- 
ceives that he could only do juftice 
to himfelf, the public, and his fub- 
jcdt, by depicting, as he has done, 
manners and fentiments in their na- 
tural 
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tural colours ; and eipreffing, on juft 
occafions, the undUTembled feelings 
of his own mind. If the reader maii>- 
tains a ftrift attention — in adjudging 
thefe Letters — to the particular periods 
in which they were written; if Jie 
confiders the circumftances of the 
times and the ftate of public opi- 
nion; the author is convinced that 
his enthufiafm will be pronounced to 
have been of a venialj if not of a com- 
mendable charaifler. But events of 
fuch variety, and in many particulars 
of fuch importance, have taken place 
during the lapfe of the three laft years, 
that the mind will not, without feme 
difficulty, acquire that temper with 
which it ought to perufe the reports 
of a preceding period. Labouring 
under the influence of fome recent 
impreHions, the reader will probably 
be 
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be led to confound thofe dates which 
ought to be kept religioufly diftinfti 
and thus condemn, by a reference 
to fubfequent tranfadionsj what ia 
the then circumAances he might have 
been forward to approve. It muft not 
be diflembled, that the largell portion 
of the author's anxiety for the fate of 
his work is founded in an apprehen- 
fion of this dangerous, yet almofl: in- * 
evitable, confufion in the public mind 
of dates and feelings. For his own 
part, he is free to confefs, that though 
his mind has been affeded with the 
moft fenfible einoiion at the horrors 
which have deformed the name of 
Liberty, he yet can fee no reafon for 
reverfing all the maxims of the wifeft 
men and the beft times ; he ilill can 
contemplate it-r^in its genuine charac- 
ters of benignity and order— as the 
6 friend 
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friend of man, and the liappieft ce- 
ment of civil fociety. No( all the 
diforders which have deluged Europe 
fince the sera of the French revolution 
have induced him to depart from the 
frincipki* which fupported his ori- 
ginal admiration of this extraordinary 
fvent. The downfal of limited mo- 
narchy, the irruption of Jacobinifm, 
• Briflbtinifm, and all the modifications 
of republican tyranny, have cruelly 
inverted the original pitSture ; hue 
the very hoftility which thefe declared 
againft the frjl reformers, and which 
themfelves have experienced from 
the prefent lefs outrageous and de- 
mocratic rulers, is an argument in 
favour of the firft legiflative aflembly, 
which cannot be defeated by any 
fpecies of regular and ingenuous rea- 

• Vide Preface to Rclrofpcfl. 

foning. 
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foning. The evils whkh have been 
ingrafted upon this convenient flock, , 
the fatStions of diforder and equali- 
zation, are indifputably leilbns of in- 
ftruftive caution againft hafty enthu- 
fiafm and rafli experiment. A torrent 
of politicallicentiqufnefs has certainly 
poured in upon the peaceful and pru- 
dent inftituiions of fociety; and thofe 
who occupy refponfible fituations arc 
loudly called upon to fupport the tot- 
tering pillars of civil fubordination. 
In the difcharge,however,of this duty, 
no compromife ought to be made of 
truth and juftice ; nor ihould zeal 
tranfport us to criminate, what pru- 
dence may have forbidden us to ad- 
mire. So much it feemed expedient 
to fay for the publication of fenti- 
ments, whofe bearings upon prefent 
opinion might elfe be expofed to miG- 
conilruflion. 
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xh PREFACE. 

conftruiftion. The author is aware that 
eiprefEons may have been curforily 
employed, which the faftidious fcru* 
pies of fome might wi(h amended or 
expunged. But he cannot difcover 
any fenfiment, with which a candid 
mind can, or a Britilh mind ought, to 
be offended. His opinions on the 
leading political changes are already 
before the public ; and thefe will af- 
ford a fufficient clue for unravelling 
and reconciling what might elfe ap- 
pear myfterious and inconfiftent. 

After fo much faid by way of anti- 
cipation, it may now be neceflary to 
fay fomething of the execution. The 
Letters are Ihort, for the commodiouf- 
nefs of detached reading ; and as they 
were in moft inftances difpofed in 
packets containing a number, they 
were originally conflrufted upon this 
concife 
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concife model, in order to fupport the 
analogy of chapters in a regular jour- 
nal. Dates are for the mod part fu- 
perfcribed; but where this is omitted, 
the Letter is to be confidered as form- 
ing a part of a packet, and referred to 
the date of the preceding. As they 
are intended for the amufement of 
the (hmefik traveller, they are not 
charged with any fyflematic calcula- 
tions of dift&nce or coin, or any cri- 
tical adjuftment of names and hif- 
tories. Charts and Itineraries are beft 
fuited to the minutenefs of the firft, 
and profelTed difquifitions to the gravity 
of the laft. The ftyle, it is hoped, will 
be found not wholly unfuiting the 
familiarity of the occafions ; and the 
errors and redundancies — if fuch 
ihould appear— will probably be view- 
ed with fome portion of indulgence, 
when 
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whea it is conlidered, that the Letters 
were written in the warmth of youth- 
ful impetuofity — and that it would 
have been a breach of tacit faith to 
introduce, any further emendations, 
than thofe which are juilified by ufage 
and acknowledged licence. That th€ 
volumes have appeared at all, and 
that they have not appeared in a lefs 
correct ftate, are owing to the flatter- 
ing encouragement and the critical 
fervices of W. Belfham Efq. to whom 
thefe Letters were originally addreflcd, 
and whofe judicious rcvifion they had 
the good fortune to receive. In'^Te- 
vealing this circumftance, the author 
is but difcharging a debt of gratitude 
to a man, of whofe charaAer — while 
the public may reafonably differ — his 
friends can entertain biit one opinion. 
The foundnefs qf his judgment, and 
the 



DolizodbyGoOgle 



PREFACE. x»u 

the accuracy of his tafte, were a fecu- 
rity to the author for the juftnefs of 
his corre&ioDS; and a friendfhip of 
long and ftrift familiarity, undifturbed 
by the divilions of politics and theo- 
logy, have afforded him occaiions of 
general improvement, which it is 
equally his duty and his pride to ac- 
knowledge. 

In taking leave of the reader the 
author has only to requeft, that a can- 
did dtftin^ion may be made in peruf- 
ing his volumes, between the caft of 
his miod at the period of his travels, 
and that which he now profelles to 
have received. The demands of a 
fituation the moft grave and import- 
ant have now engaged him in duties 
and concerns, which necefiarily oc- 
cupy and folemnize his thoughts; 
land to the faithful difcharge of which, 
VOL. X. b he 
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he is defirous of rendering the expe- 
rience he has acquired, in every rer 
fpeft fubfervient. He cannot thercr 
fore confign his volumes to the pub- 
lic, without confeffing, that the Let- 
ters difcover*, in particular inftances, a 
levity, which in his prefent character 
heihould feel him£elf boiind to con- 
demn. Amongft thofe errors in the 
ptogrefs of his tour which he has 
moft' to regret, and with which thp 
public have the moft concern, are the 
little refpeft for t^e iblemnities of 
the Sabbath, and the rare acknow- 
ledgment of a beneficent Providence. 
Thefc it is judged expedient the ra- 
-ther to mention, as they are errors of 
eafy growth, and which it is of the 
firft importance to difcountenance and 
: deftroy. " 

The 
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The cu(\om of trayeUing on the 
Sabbath is of great acul opcorious 
pcevalence; but certainly the law, 
yihicb d^Koies it to leligioua offices, 
is brojiea by (H'h abufe The loofe'i 
pf (5 o^ Cjifiofi, forpfis no juft prece- 
dent for ^ equal licence in Pnujluni, 
difcipline. Vice is the fame on an 
iiland or cojitiri^pt, and caqnot alter 
it) nature \>j any phapge of meridian. 
The fame rule will with equal ftrift- 
nefs apply, to the general views of 
events and circiimftances. For if it 
be an obligation of Ch)rjl|i^ piety to 
afcribe the turns of human felicity to 
the wifdom and benevolence of the 
Deity, this acknowledgment ought in 
juftice to pervade the details of a long 
and eccentric tour, befet with hazards, 
and interfperfed with adventure. 

b a Wiih 
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With thefe preliminaries, the author 
ii content to meet the public eye. 
Convinced that the fentence of th« 
world, when fairly coUeAed, is rarely 
unjuft, he has endeavoured to furnifh 
in the remarks premifed, the means of 
eftablilhing an equitable judgment. 

Speak of tee as I am— nothing extenuate. 
Or fet down ought in malice— 

Such is the rule, by which, as he 
fljould judge of others, he wiflies 
himfelf to be judged. 

Januart 7, I7ptf. 
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L E T T E R I. 

Eruileli, April zi, I79i< 

MY engagement with you on leaving 
England {lands full in my recollec- 
tion. ■ - The delay, be aflured, has not arifea 
from any change of inclination or purpofe, 
^ut rplely from circumftances of accidental 
embarrafiment. The channelis now open- 
ed, and you (hall have no reafon to chaise 
xoe with a want of punctuality. 

That your expeSations may not how- 
ever be unreafonably elevated, I will juft 
ftate the fort of entertaimnent I under- 
take to fiirniih. The track of Europe, 
which we are to purfue, is already ex- 
plored : all that cpuld create wonder or 
B afford 
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^fibrd delight, has been fp often and Co 
fully difplayed in the volumes of ancient 
and modem traVcl, that curiofity ieems 
nearly exhaufted. What in ages pall were 
marvels, are now Bagatelles; and if afto- 
nlQiment y^t remans to bo excited, Man- 
deviUe and Munchaufen have written ia 
vain. 

I undertake not to unlock the cabinets 
of princes, or to di/entangk the Intrigues 
of courts: tranHent obfervatioa muft ill 
Aicceed in developing the myfteries of 
political fyAems. Mine will neither be 
the voyage of the connbiireur, nor the 
jour[lal of the naturaliA: I can neither 
pretend to throw light upon the fchobis 
of painting, nor the fcience of pbyTiCS. 
If I . climb the mountain, it will tiot be 
to gauge the atmofphere, to analife ^c 
foil, or to clafs the pebbles: if I range 
among the vallles, it will not be to gather 
the lilies, or catch the butterflies. But 
to human nature in all her varieties, to the 
4' manners 
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nuDners of men and the temper of the 
times, to the habits of life and the ftate of 
opinions, my attention will be direded; 
and my obfe'rvationa will be delivered, vnth 
only To much of order or ornament as may 
happen to fiigg^fi: itl^lf at the nioment of 
itbpreflion. 

Apprized th&fefore of iny plan, you wiQ 
not, if I depart frorn the ftHd line of gra- 
vity Or Crldcifctij cetifure mb as volatile, nor 
cbndem'ft me as fupeffici&I. t vtpptal fiom 
yout judgment, to yout candonr j frbm thfe 
critic, to the firiehd: ihd if, after all, thb 
ttibtit oi orlgl^aSiy he y/tholYf wanting; you 
may at Icaft derive A fort of pleafure from 
ftat variety, ilndfer •*hich thfe inoff ex- 
haufted fubjeits rarely want fucccfs. Fa- 
i&ions the moft oblblete are dfdly adiradced 
by ibriie new colourings; and an old play 
feMom wants attta^lotis, wh6n revived 
ittith ne«r fc&nes atid dreSes. 
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LETTER II. 

'^HERE is fomcthJng very peculiar in 
■*' the firft fcnfations of a man who 
finds himfelf transferred to a foreign clime, 
whofe afpe£t exhibits a .'groupe . of ngvel 
images. This f^fation is perhaps felt with 
additional force by the inhabitant of an 
iiland who has been accuAomed to regard him- 
felf as " penitus toto divifus orbe. ■' Thecoun- 
try he leaves, feems explored in every recefs, 
though he may not have traverfed half its pro^ 
vinces: all before him forms a mighty vjfta, 
which he contemplates with eager ahxiety. 
I confefs the firft fight of the French 
coaft operated upon me like enchantment. 
With it feemed aHbciated all the images 
which bore relation' to the hiflory of this 
wide extended empire— the magnificence 
of its kings, and the luftre of its heroes ; its 
celebrity 



DolizodbyGoOgle 



L E T T E R n. . 5 

celebriry in arts, in letters, and in arms. 
When I confidercd that this gallant nation, 
once the admiration and the dread of Eu- 
rope, was become the feat of internal dif-r 
fradion and the theatre of political 6xperi- 
inent, I fighed over the recolleftion of its 
departed grandeur. But when I traced 
■with deeper refledion the foundation of 
thefe divilions, and the objeAs of this ex- 
periment—when I viewed in -impartial 
retrofpeA, the ambition and perfidy which 
fo remarkably charafterized the govern- 
inent Qf that nation j -how incompatible 
its wars , with .■ the principles- of - reafon: 
or humanity, how formidable a rival it 
had ever proved to the power, how deter- 
mined an enemy to the repoft, of Britain— 
when t receded how the cabals of this 
court had perpetuated diflenfipa '^ in the 
kingdoilis of Europe, to gratify the.pafiions 
aild aggrandize the power of its princes; 
tad in how many inlliinces the blood of 
nations had been facrificed to the caprice of 
B 3 a miftrefs, 
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a mlflr^^j or the iDtrigiies of a coqfeQbr, | 

cbuM ppt but evult ift t^e cliaages e^e^ed 

tiy the u^iited qier^^ of ftdtofc^y .^o^ 

patriptifm. 

The diforders vrhif^ accompany ever;^ 
revolution of political mpn}ent, are the 
indiipeufahle terms upon which Tuch feU* 
city U to be oht^iiwdj torrents of Uopd 
have been ^^mcd not wantonly fpent, to 
procure a kfs good : and I could not but 
anticipate the camiug sr((, whep the laft 
touchfis fhall he put to a r^vplution, whi^h 
h» aftRwfh«d, and my iftftrufit m^nlfind: 
rriwhen cut of the rujns: «f tyjranny atid fer- 
Titude, ftiall acyeagoyfrnpjetit, flomifhiflg \^ 
all ths tuflre pf Teafos^hie authority ^d juf^ 
fubprdio^tip^; a ^qverp^ie'nt who& t^terai^ 
policy ihall cxhitrit » king rufing by l^Wt 
and a people oheyidg by choice; ^hpCs 
€Kf<ritoi_ policy fliall difpl^. the happy cfFe<l#- 
of an unambitioua aqd equitable fyftem of 
conduct, in the perml&i^ent tr»qqvitt(ty pC. 
$wrppe. 

The 
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The ancient prejudices of this nation ac- 
knowledged no herolfm but that of the 
fword, and applauded no atchievements but 
thofe of cqnqueft. It was referved for a 
later sera, and a more enlightened legiOature, 
to eflabUfh the dominion of reafon on the 
' ruins of ^ejudice; toannex to the tife of eaph 
indivt^ual, an impoptance bith«rtp unfelt; 
to convert the laurds ef lyrar iatp civic 
wreaths ; and decree thc^fi triumphs to the 
defenders of Ijberty, which ' bad been pr»- 
fcriptively. appropriated to the defoktmrs of 
their country, and the deftroyers o£ mjiq- 
Wnd, 
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LETTER III. 



•»T7E landed at Oftend, and tctok the route 
' " by Ghent to Bruff^s. -This gave us 
iin opportunity of feeiog.a tovyn, which h:^ 
occupied an important pfeiJe ia. the hiftoiy 
©f Europe. Ghent, oi; G,ar(di,poflefied in 
.ancient times a, popplation far fuperior toiits 
-prefent numbers.; and was of Jiicb cx;tent,as 
to occafion a humorous boall of Charles V.» 
that he could put all Paris in his glove, 
" dans fon Gand." This town, the capital 
of Auftrian Flanders, was long the feat 
of commerce in time of peace, and the 
bulwark of defence in time of war; no 
place has acquired more military fame, nor 
been witnefs to more heroic a^ts. 

The early records of its hiftory report 

the fpirit and 'intrepidity of the Gantois, 

' ■' The 
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The pacification of Gheht {atm& a great 
epoch in their hiftoty. This was formed Id 
.1576, by a union of the cftates for the 
eftablifhmcnt of their religious and civil pri- 
vileges, and ratified by Philip 11. Famed for 
revolt and fedition of old, it became again 
the. feat of tumult in 1787, .Ghent had 
till that moment taken.no decided part, but 
ihe entrance of the.Brabanters in military 
force, joined 10 the, infolgnQc of the Auftrian 
&ldiefy,idr«W the citizens to the party of 
the' infurgeots, and the Auftrian army 
quitted the place with difgrace. If we may 
credit the accounts given of this definat, it 
jredtjuodS; infinitely to the difcredit of the 
Auftrians, Vfho, tp;.tbe atnpant of feveral 
thourand,di£:iplined .troops, abandoned the 
toWOn eltidel, and magazine, to the deprce 
Rations- of three or foijr hundred vaga« 
bond.Sj *' flying," as a writer expreiles it, 
*' devant quelques malheurcux de la po- 
*' pulaee, fans chefs, fans armes, and fana 
f culpttfis.'* . . ■ '■ 

The 
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The iSiie of theft revQlutienal t^imulU 
had call a gloom over the placet It wof« 
the afpe^ of war, though m itftate of a^Mal 
tranquillity. The majority of its inhabltaoti 
ieem compofed of foldlers and eccleiia^tcs ; 
and promeaades^ fireets, and avenues were 
thronged with faufiare, priefts, and beggars. 
. The churches are the grand ortiamcnt 
t{ Ghent, as of every country imder 
the influence of fuperftition, Thefe fa- 
cred edifices are adfu^ned with all that art 
and riches can contribute to conftitute fplen- 
dcur; but what renders them moft tl^ 
objeft of a traveller's attention is, that they 
are the grand repofitories' of the die^ 
d'ceuvres of the Flemiih fchool* 

The cathedral of St. Gedule is a m«g»* 
nificent building, and crowded with painC* 
ings of the Hemifh mafters. Though It 
was paffion week, and the priefts were coa- 
fiantly upon duty, the altars were not as 
ufual thronged with devotees. The popu-, 
lation of a Catholic town may be eafily 
inferred 
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inferred b<m the afpc^ «f its' churches at 
this facr^d fe^fon. Some ffw mUerahlc 
wretehee o^ly were to be fouad engaged ia 
their devotions, aad bpwing round the dcr 
ferted ibri^e^* I ih^U oot enter into 4 detail , 
pf the Tfprt? pf the admir^Ie artifts which 
«fQlt»tUi£h this pla^e, npr ftttepipt to defcnb« 
the fenfatipRs created hy thefo. I fuffered 
my fentibUitiee tp ho fpontaneopfly excited, 
and prohahly often felt eraptioas at varianoe 
with academical law. Criticifm may decrea 

. what otigbt tP pUafe ; hut in paiating» as ia 
poetry, an appeal will not fail to be made 

. from the uoderftanduig to the heart. Shake- 
^eare has charmed, not only wiibouty but 
even i^di^ rule : and yet the Engliih na-. 
tioA 'VQuld "rather iacrifice the laws that 
control, and Che ciitica that cenfure, than 
yield to pbUviwi ^nd pbfcurity one drama 
pf the immortal bard. 

. A town In the circumllaaces of Ghent, 

could- apt long find smqfenient for a travels 

\et't the ferpcion? afpe^ pf the military, 

whofe 
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whofe numbers and dlfcipline are fcarcely 
fuffident to retain in fubje&ion the turbu- 
lent malcontents, added to the -gloom o£ 
evacuated houfc8 and a deferted theatre, 
induced us to quit Ghent on the following 
day, and porfue our route to Bruflels. -I 
could not leave the town without lamenting 
the evils which have defaced and depopu-* 
lated a place, that once pofTelTed fuch 
ftrength, fplendour, and opulence. The 
zniferies of unfuccefsful revolt are here ac- 
cumulated uppn the head of the laborious 
and peaceful citizen. ; 

Political grievances when extended to ah 
enormous 'height demand political reform.} 
and this can,an:certain cafes, only be effeded 
by popular oppofition. That there exited 
circumftances fufficiently aggravating, arid 
fufiicientiy cppreffive, to' warrarft the rer 
monftrances preferred by the Brabanters, 
cannot be difputed. The cabals of his mi- 
nifters and agents, rather than ■ the dif- 
pofuion of the Emperor, prevented tho 
equitable 
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equitable arrangements at firft: required ;,tUI 
tbe/Eintsof pitber.party became heated, and 
ineffe^aal r^monllrance was fucceeded hj 
outrageous revolt. The knavery and mif- 
condudi of thofe who headed the refradory 
Belgians, were the caufes of thoie diftrefles 
and diftradions which afterwards attended 
them. 

The conceiHons of Leopold are a demon* 
ftrative proof of the injuftice of Jof^h. 
Had Belgpjafo poffefTed the conciliating 
talents of Merci d'Argenteau, the fword 
probably had never been drawn ; and had 
there been prudence and patriotifm in the 
leaders of the revolt, had the pofta of Van- 
dernoot and Van Eupen been fupplied by a 
Mirabeau and a Fayette, the fword had not 
been fiicathed till Belgic independence had 
been eftabUfhed. 

1 have ever commiferated the lot of a 

country, which by conqueft or ceffion has 

become the appendage of a great empire. 

An arbitrary monarch may pofiefs in fome 

. 2 happy 
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he^py moments the feelihga of a ihaa, and 
all that lits within the compafi of faU own 
administration comes more or left under 
fais own iofpedion ; but a government by 
&gent, fufiragan, or viceroy, is fiirely & 
goremment moft formidable to the liberties 
ftf a people. How are they to prefs through 
that phalanx of minifters, penfioners, and 
cburtiers, which fill up all tiie avenues of 
appeal ? The diftanee &om the fountain of 
^th(»:ity extioguifiies hope of redreis, and 
BTges them to remedies the moft violent and 
defpctate. 
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LETTER IV. 

\tTt find Bl-ufleli inTcfted with the fame 
^^ taWlthtf ttrroi^ and dsformed by the 
fame tnelaneholy riteat as Ghetit. That 
|>al-t of thg tt)«rn iii which the people of 
fa^idn ttCide, is oif tnodem date; the 
-houf^ Art built of ftdiWj the apattment* 
ipjic!ous, and tht general afpeft of the place 
k fflagfii6e<^&t. Th6 glbomy cefemomes of 
the holy week have thrown a reil over the 
liiTual g^eties of this capital, and interrupt 
fbr the preftint the tide of amufement* 
Even aOdve occupation is in great part fuG* 
{)ended ; and the church ha& fupplanted the 
fheatre, tbe ball-room} and the exchange. 
The ave&ues of the cathedral are crowded 
firom ntoming to night. All. ranks and 
condition^ fcem unanioious in the celebra-< 
tion of the facred feafon. 

The 
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The carnival, which I underftand was 
uncommonly brilliant, has left behind it the 
memory of feme irregularities j but if the 
moft afllduous and uninterrupted attendance 
upon the ceremonies of the church can avail, 
thefe will hot remain a folly to blufh for, 
or a cirime to repent ofl It is really amu- 
Hngto fee the multitudes that throng around 
the /acred porticoes, and the ardour of th« . 
deyotaonal penance which they dlfcpver. >Jot 
content w'tth worfhipping at one, flirine, and 
making intereft with one faint, they fly 
from altar to altar, feek an intereft in every 
Cicrifice, and mingle their devotions with 
the incenfe of every order. In England, it 
is deemed unneceflary for the great tQ in- 
terfere in the fervices of reli^on i fafhion - 
and convenience are there paramount ta 
reafon and duty; but , here .the greateft 
blend with the meaneft in all, the fervices 
which are called religious, however jealous 
of rank and fuperiority in civil and fecial 
life. , 

A card- 
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■ A card-party, was formed on Friday 
evening, being the Vendredi Saint, the 
fingular objeft of which induces me to 
mention it. It was held at the apartments 
of the Comteffe de Choifeul, and attended 
. by moft of the fafliiooable people. Agreea- 
bly to the law of the affemUy, the gains of 
the evening were to be difpofcd of, at the 
difcretion of'the lady of the houfe, in pur- 
pofes of charity. This is a cuftom of ancient 
eftablifliment. 

An aflcmbly of thia nature, where plca- 
fure and religion are combined, . muft give 
birth to many fingular imprefTions. No 
day in the calendar can wear a more gloomy 
face, or excite more devotional fentimehts 
in the bread of a catholic, than the day of 
the crucifixion. Every means are employed 
to excite fuperftitious horror, and recal to the 
mind the memory of that darknefs which en- 
veloped the face of the earth. All that 
breathes the air of diffipation muft be en- 
tirely baoiihed, and amufement fo qualified 
c by 
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hy motiTCi and fo chaftiled hj aufterity, a» 
to receive the ferious c:^ of reli^ous exer- 
dfe. To-morrow b, I underfland, the coiv* 
eluding dsiy of tbts fevere penaace: et- 
iolation; vrUI then be adminiAered to the 
eon(cieQce3 of the devotees, who will 
emerge, &lly acquitted of alL paft guilt, and 
at liberty. t& coounenee 9 &eih account. 
The ftreets, parade, and promenades will 
refume their brilliancy i at prefent, tfaey ex- 
hibit a ftriking pifture of fpirhual indolence, 
Superftition has long fince confecrated this 
week to purpd^s which are deemed inconi'- 
, patible with fecular oca^ation. The day* 
l>eing too facred for labour, and too long foF 
devotion, a great part of time is yawned 
away in liftlefe ennui. 

The confecration of days* is a cuftom of 
barbarous origin ; and the pkms enthufiafm 
of the firft chriftians gave it the fandion of 
their own cAfervance. The church of Eng- 

• Thi» ii only to be oAdertlood in reference to di/i cob- 
ftcnted to fartkular fei/ctu, 

landy 
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Jahd, which has had the merit of reftoring 
to fociety the days and weeks hallowed by 
bigotry, ilill retainis fome feW, which fht 
refiifes to fecularize, and which fetve, like 
the ancient hangings in a modernized man*' 
fion, to mark the date of the edifice, and 
perpetuate the tafte of thofe who undertook 
its reform. It is plain, the contra^ between 
pried and people in thofe regions of fuper- 
ftition, is "very much in favour of the former, 
though equally to the fatisfa^ion of each. 
The latter furrender without reluflance 
the fruits of their labour to the ufe of the 
former, who only engage for an undefined 
retribution— a bright reverfion in the iky— 
at fome future and difiant period. 
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LETTER V. 

Brofleli, April 24, 1791* 

I" AM juft returned from affiftiog at a cere- 
mony, in which I appeared ta myfelf 
to make ho very refpe^able figure. A pro- 
clamation, polled in a public fpot near the 
Hotel de Ville, announced the return of a 
celebrity, in which all pious catholics take 
great intereft, and from which, agreeably to 
the tenor of the advertifement, every devout 
(jhriftian might derive great advantage: It 
was the celebration of an event mofl: im- 
portant to the caufe of religion, in the pre- 
fervation of the Image of the Virgin Mary, 
from, the anti-catholic zeal of the reformed 
of Scotland. The attachment of her friends 
induced them to hazard much for her fafety. 
They fled beyond fea with her, and after a 
thoufand 
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tfaou£ind miracles, and experiencing nu- 
merous viciflitudsfi, " per varies fiudus et 
" tot difcrimina reruns," they aufpiciouDy 
reached Brufiels. Many honours were paid 
her upon her- arrival on the Continent, 
and particularly at the ceremony of her 
folemn reception among the Auguftine 
monks. Succeflive popes concurred in 
granting plenary pardons to, all who would 
commemorate the anniverfary of her happy 
deliverance. The Image was placed in the 
centre of the church, and illuminated with 
numberlels tapers. High mafs was fung, to 
which fucceeded a variety of religious di' 
vertifemenls, intended to reprefent the hair- 
breadth efcapes the Virgin had experienced, 
and the efficacy which this wonderful Image 
fUil poflefled. All Teemed eager to croud 
around her, and Tome never quitted her feet. 
A fplendid proceflion concluded the fervice : 
and the holy fathers chaunted their lays, 
preceded by all kinds of myllerious infignia, 
from their own to the church of St. Gpdule. 
c 3 A8 
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As I Was not fo deeply interefted !a t^ 
ceremonies a& the reft of tbe congregation, 
I had more leifure to commont on the 
drama. The devtJtioB of the people xaa 
unqucftioriably fincere. They bowed^ and, 
prodlratedthemfelves, vitfa an energy and fer- 
vour, which indicated the moft uofpfpicious 
faith in her mor? than magnetfcal virtue, 
I obferved feveral walking round the fhrine, 
find bowidg with the utmoft inconvenience 
to themfelve8, left they ibould accidentally 
turn their .backs upon her, As I had dif^ 
pofed my&lf in the middle of the aifle, the 
proceffioQ pafled me, and gave me an oppor^ 
tunity of admiring the happy influence of a 
religious life upon thefe holy fathers, who 
feemcd to have profited much from the 
refidence of the Virgin amopg them. Coun-r 
tenancee more cxpreffive of pleafure and 
feftivity could not be found, even in the 
paradtfe of Mahomet, Jt was not a Httle 
furprifing to fee fo great a multitude af- 
fixing at thofe fervices, confidering the 
■ fec?nt 
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Tecent penance p^ormed in the holy 
weak. 

It Aould feem that the people of Bruflels 
mufl be deTperate 'fianere, or eKcmplar^ 
iaixM. The quantum of holinefs, including 
■all the beads that are counted, and the ^vr- 
Marias that are faid, bears certainly, if any 
jrilowance be made for human frailty, more 
than a juft proportion to the ordinary 
^antum of fin. But here mankind are 
perfuaded tibat none of ihofe pious duties 
will be Iqft. When fufficient has bten done 
to . cancel their own crimes, all fuper- 
oumjnu^ ads become a fort of -clear gain, 
which refis enthtdy at their own difpolal. 
The canons of the church allow the tran& 
£er of this, with the fame eafe as any other 
fpede» of ahenable |woperty.. If a man 
■die inteftate, it naturally reverts to the 
■diurch, wd becomes a part of the eccle^ 
fudical fund. This commerce, in paft ages 
io produdive to the proprietors, has fu& 
lered ^ onfiderably in its revenqes^ A great 
-c 4 pari: 
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part of Europe, however, continues pioufly 
attached to the old traffic, and multitudes 
yet facrifice folid poffeflions for this ioiagi- 
nary property; convinced, it fliould feem, 
that the exchange is decidedly in . their 
favour. 



LETTER VI. 

Bru2e]», April ty, 1791. 

/-T-«HE gloom is diffipated, the curtain 19 
drawn up, and the gay orgies of plea- 
fure fucceed to the melancholy folemnities 
of penance. The theatre is opened, -the 
artifiters refume thetr occupations, and the 
circles of the fafhionable world their amufe- . 
ments. If I read aright the countenances 
of thofe who are emerged from religious 
aufterity to pleafurable relaxation, they are 
not a little gratified By the change. The 
torrent of feftiyity, which is now opened, 
appears 
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appears to iDfinuate, that rdigious aufterity 
has had its efieA; that its devout fubje^U 
have amply cancelled all pafl; guilt, and 
made, as it were, Heaven their creditor for 
future fins. 

The theatre is under very bad manage- 
ment. The edifice itfelf is fufficiently large 
and commodious, but the fcenery and the 
■performers are much below mediocrity; 
though the enormous price paid for the 
faoxes^ which are engaged by particular per- 
fons, brings in a revenue fully adequate to 
its fupport. The fodcty here is numerous 
and brilliant ; regular evenings are appro- 
tffiated to thofe ladies who lead the ton. 

In addition Xa thofe which are eflabHflied, 
and of ordinary recurrence, concerts and 
dances are occafionally given. An intro- 
duction once eSe£ted, and the regular 
' ceremonies of etiquette performed, the 
whole field of amufement is opened, and 
wherever you hear mention of feftivities, 
TDU are at liberty to participate them. The 
z . , Comtcflc 
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Comtefle de Choifeul b at the head of diele 
parties ; at a very advanced period (^ life, ' 
<he pofTefles found health and hilarity of 
fpirits. The duties and the pleafiires of lifit 
occupy the whole of her attention, and het 
Ctme is divided between amufement and 
'devotion. The dignity c^her age and ftation, 
and the courteoufnefs of her manners^ gire 
her the higheft importance in the fafhiood^ 
30emblies. 

The modern champitxi of chivalry hat 
expreffed in terms of brilliant lamentation, 
bis forrow for the exdn^oa of the andent 
gallantry of France. But this I aiTure you, 
that, however expatriated, and rooted ^om 
its native foil, gallantry flourifhes here with 
increaiing vigour: and in no part of Eu*- 
rope, perhaps, is the empire of the fair fax fo 
firmly eftabtiflied. All who. would niove 
in the fphere of polite life, muft pafs the 
ordeal of female fcrutiny. 

The *' Ladies club-," is by far the moft 
bfUUant fociety here, aad this «lub difpofn 
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of the fates of every ftranger, who folicits a 
part in the amufements of the place. The 
ladies who compofe it have their regular 
times of meeting, and of fettling bufmels. 
The ftranger who foes for initiation muft 
in due form be propofed ; and, under the 
direction of the lady prefident, the club 
proceeds to a ballot. Nor is this always aa 
incfiedlive form. 

The club gave a ball lately at the hotel 
** Prince de Galles." Each female member 
has the privilege of introducing a gentlemaa 
for the evening, and it was in. vktue of 
this privilege that I obtained admittance. . 
The company were numerou8,and exhibited 
a fplendid fhow of beauty and rank. Hie 
greater part was formed by the furtive 
nobleife of France. Here were rallied the 
fcattered members of the dif-embodied 
phalanx ; and, in defiadbe of decrees and 
spoliations, gave brilliancy and hilarity to 
th$ aflemljly. 
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LETTER VII. 

■ Bruflel), May i, 1791, 

T)0litene5s Is a term with all mankind 
of familiar and continual ufe ; all fup- 
pofe they underftand it ; and to requefl; a 
definition, would "be to offer an affront. ' I 
. had an opportunity a few evenings paft, bf 
feeing it exemplified, at leaft in a manner 
very entertaining, by the Marquis de , 

who has 4ately purchafed an eftate in the 
vicinity of Bruffels, upon the excellence of 
which, he was enlarging to feme EngUfli 
ladies — the convenience of his houfe, and the 
elegance of his gardens, in which he had 
exaSly copied the Enghfh ftile. He had 
I^ored his cellars with excellent wine, and 
nothing was wanting to his felicity, but the 
honour of their opinion upon thf tafte and 
executioa 
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execution of the whole. ■ The ladies gave 
him to uaderftand, that his defcription had 
fo fafcinated them, that, they would certainly 
not lofe fo fair an opportunity of being 
amufed. 

This was what, the Marquis neither in- 
tended nor expe£led, yet the emh^rraflinent 
caufed no vifible interruption of his conver- 
iation. Nothing could indeed charm him 
more than the honour the ladies intended 
him, but he muft not at the fame time ne- 
glect to inform them that bis houfe had 
fufiered confiderably in the late tumults— 
bis ground had been ravaged — bis plant- 
ations deftroyed — his cellars robbed — and, 
in a word, fuch diforders committed, that 
the prefcnt fituation of his villa would not 
recompenfe the ladies for the trouble they 
would be at in vifiting him ; and, conclud- 
ing with a turn of pleafantry and a band- 
fome bow, left the room with anair " par 
*' faitement bien" 

I was 



■ . D,Q,i,;.dD;Googli: 



30 LETTER Vnr. 

I wu forcibly ftrack by the addreffe mth 
irhich the Marquis extricated htm&If from 
tUs delicate diftrefs, without any fymptom 
of alarm, or Tiolaticm of gallantry. His 
advance and retreat were equally finifhed 
in their kind \ and we were csmpelled to 
acknowledge, that no man could make an 
offer with more politenels, than a French* 
jnan ; and no man could relieve himfelf from 
the pain of ful£Iling it, with a better grace. 



LETTER VIII. 

Bnifl*eli, April 29, vj^u 
/^-^BERE 18 a philofophy which can tri- 
umph over the accidents of life, which 
can fmile in the face of the mod calamitous 
events, and Hunt the fhafts of the moft 
adverfe fortune. It is the philofophy of 
the heart, and has no connexion with the 
. fabricated fyfteras of the fchpols. No na- 
tion upon earth exemplify fo ftrongly the ' 
Uuth 
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uath of thia maxim, nor ^ve fueh evi- 
dence of the opetation of its prindplei ag 
the Freacfa. : Expelled a country which 
gare them birth — dhrefied of all that gave 
diem in^rtance— ftript of thrir hereditary 
honours and patrimonial fortunes, they 
retsun what gold or titles could never give» 
and what no decree can take away, " la 
** gaieti de caur^ Brurfiels, atthis-mpment, 
proves ad afylum to almoft all die ex- 
patriated noblefle of France. Every hour 
announces ibme new arrival, and hotels and 
promenades are thronged to excefs. 

The accumulated evils which purfue> 
thefe iplendid fugitives, the fatal difiodgment 
they have experienced from the feats which 
their anceflors had occupied for ages, and 
which the faniijon of government, the pre- 
fcriptiQnoftime,and the temper of theirvaf- 
fak, Teemed to augur eternal, would be fuffici- 
ent to deprels a people lefs infenfible of cala- 
nuty. The mdtning is however occupied 
ia Gouacils, the evening in cards; the pref- 
3 flog 
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fing exigencies of bufinefs have not weal:^ 
cned in them the thirft of pleafure ; though 
plots, afTaHinations, and all the horrid ma- 
chinations' of defeated afiftocracy fill the 
hours of cabal, they find no place in the 
drcles of foclety. .Counter revolutions fall 
before " La bagatelle*^ No plots are agi- 
tated beyond intrigue ; and no afiailinations 
meditated but of time and fpleen. 

No man who mixes with the evening 
parties would imagine that the counte- 
nances he beholds on thofe occafions, are 
worn by men who are bankrupts in fortune 
and in title. The charms of fong, the 
movements of the dance, and the eyolutions 
of Faro equally intereft the whole: the 
fame geflure, the fame volubility, the fame 
enchanting vivacity animate the alTemblies, 
that prevailed in days of better fortune. 

T!ie moft vigilant obferver would not 

difcover a moment in which the memory 

of annihilated grandeur induces a tranfient 

gloom. If reports tranfpire of any new 

patriotic 
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patriotic ravages, an involuntary (igb efi:afiea, 
which, is inftandy ' replaced by returning 
gaiety ; and neither air nor Mature are 
filtered to betray the moft diftaht fymptbms 
tif deje^ioa. or defpair. An Englifiiman 
in fimilar circumfUnces woutd fly for refuge 
toiblitude, perhaps to fuicide. 

The character of a Frenchman is to be 
found-in his language. A moderate man caa 
fcan;elyfatisfyhiittfelfwith4b«- terms fuited 
to the temper of his mind. All is exaggerated 
and escceflive. If yOu attempt to be natural, 
you will yet be figurative ; and can fcarcely 
make yourfelf comprehended, without a 
flietaphor. 

' Such is the tone of this language, that 
praife and blame, pleafure and pain, joy and 
forrow, admit of no mediums. Cbarmatit and 
fuperhe is the leaft you can -fay of what Is 
Recommended to your approbation: if you 
^y lefs than v'tlaine of what you diflike, you 
will be deeflied phldgmatici — if you are 
pleafedj' ydu muft be ravi\ — if you are 

, ■ ■ ■■ '■'-' . D vexed. 
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ve:eed, you muft he defoU\ — ^if you are not 
in extodes, you muft be au defijpoir, AU 
thefe you may heighten by a thoufand arts, 
and you will do the language very tittl? 
juftice without thefe augmeotatives. If 
ebarmant is not Tufficient, repe^it, and you 
will talk more like a Frenchman. Tbeie 
^tt a million little pre&xes which you may 
employ to great advantage, trh, fort, ia- 
^imetit, &c. which ferve to colout your 
fenfations, and raife your expreSicHis as far 
beyond nature as imagination extends. . 

The genius of the people accords exad^Iy 
with their language. The moft lively 
forrow or rapturous joy is exeited by the 
moft trivial incident : but lively ienlations, 
like vivid colours, are not made for per- 
manence. Thus the man endued with this 
temper of mind, will triumph over all the 
efforts of malice or misfortune. He 14 
poflefled of refources,. which will illumine 
the darkeft fcenes of mifery. He will. 
combat with undiminiihed confid&ncq,. 
though thoufands fall ; and continue to hope, 
where all others would deipair. 

■ L„u,i,.™u,Coo^Ii: 
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- L E T T E R IX. 

Brufleh, Apiil 30, 1791. 

I^ATXONAL varieties form, the grand 
feurce of entettairanent to a traveller: 
flor is it of confequcnce to him, whether the 
manners and cuftoms of the people he viiits^ 
claim ixxy manifeft fuperiority over thofe of 
his ovta country ; it is fufficient for the pur- 
pofcs of his curiofity that they Jlfer* No- 
velty 18 the charm which commends them 
to his attention, and -the merit of the difior- 
cnce is a fabjeA of fufofequent reflexion. 

A celebrated moial philofopher has af- 
fighed three laws for the government of 
man, and as the ruled of human condud— 
the law of honour, the law of tbe land, and 
the divine law. Thefe are certainly. very 
competent to the decifioa of any queilion 
D 2 io 
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In morals, but had be chofeo to have 
been more univerfal, he might have added 
a fourth law— I mean, the law of etiquette j 
for the law of honour, in which fome might 
fuppofe it induded, only prohibits the per- 
petration of any afl: which would degrade 
the gentleman, or interrupt the offices of 
fodal harmony. This, therefore, applies 
only to the more prominent parts ofcondua, 
and thofe anions which border upon mo- 
rality. The law of etiquette confines itfelf 
wholly to thofe minutix of deportment, 
which have as little connexion with morals 
as with phyfics. A word, a look, or a mo- 
tion, contrary to etiquette, fixes upon yoa 
the (lain of culpability. And then, though 
you had obferved the other three with the 
fpirit of a man, the fidelity of a citizen, and 
the virtue of a faint ; you would ftand no 
fairer chance of maintaining your rank ia 
poliihed fociety, than a Hottentot. And fo 
vanous are the charafler and fentiments of 
the people of different countries, that a maa 
might 
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might as well attempt to find the reafonings 
. of Newton in the fyftem of Dea Cartes, and ' 
deduce the doSrines of the Koran from the 
writings of Voltaire, as to determine from 
the general principles of poUtelle the max- 
ims of national etiquette. 

I was led to thefe reflections by a circum-* 
fiance which took place the evening of the 
ball given by the ladies club. An Englifh 
gentleman, who had been introduced as a 
firanger, and whofe ignorance of French 
etiquette might fetm to plead his excufe, 
was adually obferved holding converfation 
with bis partner when the dance was ended. 
Had {he been a married lady, this would 
have attracted no notice. The circumftance 
would have been imputed to gallantry, or in- 
trigue, in either of which cafes, the lady isfub- 
jeCt to no authority, and the gentleman' re- 
fponfible to no tribunal---but that of her huf- 
band. He is in all probability engaged in 
too many fimilar intrigues, to find leifure 
for fo irkfome a buHnefs. Thus a tete-a-tete 
cf this nature would neither have been 
D 3 deemed 
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deeiQed crtmioal nor dangerous. But th^ 
lady was uamarried^ and the cxtraordioary 
conduct of the gentleman was referred- to 
tbe fudden influence pi" a foft attachment. 
The eyes of the company were upon bun. 
** Le pauvre homnte! U eft amoureux," 
was circulated la whifpers.. This fudden 
paflion filled up the cbafn^, of conTeria.tion 
in the morning circles; and my friend^ 
who had hitherto continued unfuipidous, 
yiz& f^rprifed the following evening, by 
finding th? oyea of the company pcuntedly 
fixed upon bim. He received with aftoniilv* 
ment the congratulations of fome, the con- 
dolences of others, and the- aOiiranpes of 
all— that be was really in lov?. It was in vain 
that he denied the charge, and perfifted 
againfl the exiftence of the pailion ; it was in 
va'm that he urged the ihortnefs of the con- 
Terfation, and the innocence of its objedj all 
were unanimous in deciding againfi: him ; 
and it was refolved ntm> con. that when 4 
gentleman holds converlation with an un- 
married 
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married Udy-, love muft be either tbe csnTc 
or the confequojcet. 

I ihoultl perhaps intreat yc^r Indulgence, 
when I record tb^e trivial details. But 
thou^ the bold and prominent lines of 
chara^or are to be fouod in a^s of higher 
importance } though barcnfin ift m^ Ihc- 
eelsfully traced in the fidd,and iagacity in th4 
Cftlnnet ; mannera are only to be dedphered 
' m thti leiTer imridents of focial intercourie. 
It is the zephyr and ^ie fhower nhidi d^ 
elofe thie foHage of the rofe or the myrtle, 
though llormffand tenpcfts may be necellary 
to proTe the ftrugtb of theoftk oe the cedar> 

1 E TT E R' X. 

<-pHB park at Bruifela is a very charming 
promenade. The walks are indeed 
for the moft part ftraight, cutting each other 
at right angles, and ornamented with ftatuea. 
There are> however, fome varieties in thofe 
walks, not ufual in continental gardens. 
D 4 The. 
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The buildings which f^e the psak onieaclr 
iide, appear very iragnificetit from the dif- 
ferent avoiues. la addition to the amufe- 
snent of walking, you may retire into fome 
rooms, which are to be found in the recefies 
of the gardens, to drink c^ee, liqueurs^ Sec. 
and read the papns of the day. The 
ibfhionable people, are to he feen upon the 
walks ufually from twelve to one, and 
mixed ranks of people in great nuinbem 
promenade here in the evening. 
. I have.. been to vifit a place in the en- 
> Tirons of l^lifels, which is efteemed one of 
the mod flriking beauties of the vicinity i 
it is the palace of the arch-duchefs, and built 
of a beautiful ftone. It- mcri^ well the 
eulogium that has been palTed upon it. The 
apartments are hrge and well finlfhed, and 
the fituation commaiids a' very charming 
and extenfive profpe£l. The grounds 'are, 
agreeable to the reigning falhion ' on the 
continent, laid out a TAngloife, and dif- 
cover 
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coTer fome tafte. The furniture of the 
Palace, which is faid to be uncommonly 
elegant, was rernoved, in confequence of the 
outrages- committed during the late troubles. 
It ' is now about to be replaced, and the 
arch-duchefs is daily expeded to refumC' 
her court at Bruflels. 

- All the accounts I have received here, 
refpefting, the dirnier coup of the revolu- 
tlobtfts, are filled whh the tragical horrors 
experienced by the inhabitants of firulfels 
suid its environs. Public men and public 
meafures were at 6rft the fole obje^s of the 
popular indignation; biit upon the ill fuc- 
cefs of the Brabanters, and the triumphs 6f 
the Auftrians, the face of affairs changed, 
and private property fell a facrifice to the 
madnels of the muhitude. Abandoned' by 
their leaders and purfued hj their enemies, 
thefe unhappy wretches formed the defpe- 
Tate . refclution- of reftoring their ruined 
hopes and fortunes by a general pillage. 
The ravages committed on this occafion 
were 
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were unparall^d in number and eniirmirf. 
Not bounding their infolence to the pubUc 
roads and ftreets, they entered private- 
boufes, and committed all the outrageoos- 
a^ of an unprincipled banditti* The 
entrance of the Auftrian troops terminated, 
tbofe depredations, and reftored to the dlP 
ordered town the appearance of tranqiul- 
lity. — I lay, the appearance^ for I cannot re-" 
condte myfelf to the afpeiJ: of a place in the 
fituation of Bruffels at this moment. The 
ftern countenances. of .the Au^are, who are 
ftationed in all pofiible avenues — who eye 
all our motions with the moft favage jea-. 
loufy — and who are authorized to fire upon 
«$ at their difcretion, ftrike me with. a 
horror which I fhould fcarcely have feit 
in the tumults which preced«l their en- 
trance. 

■ The diforders of a mob are hideous, yet 
if property is to be fecured at the expencc of 
liberty, and perfonal fafcty to be bartered 
for general protcdion, I cannot conceive 
the 
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the lUuatioa greatly meliorated. For my 
own part, I caa as eafily im^^ne mifery to 
prevail in a free government, as enjoyment 
to exift under the control of military 
law. 



L E T T E R XL 

Bruffcls, Mi^ t, 1791. 
y^UR relblution is formed for quitting 
^^ Bruffels to-morrow, and entering upoa 
the tour of Holland. I leave with regret 
this conrt of amufement. though the ot^'e^a 
Tvhich lie before me moll warmly intereft 
my curiofity. A traveller ihould not long 
reft at one place. He may refide Tirith 
fafety the period neceflary for obfervation; 
but if he pa{s that limit, curiofity ripens 
into attachment : , he ftrikes his roots into 
the foil, and is not torn away without re- 
ludance. A lohger refidence at BrulTcls 
mi^t produce this efied. 

If 
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If I have framed juft fentiments of the 
cbarader of a modera Fleming, this people 
have fuifcred conliderable degeneracy. In 
the higher ranks of life, the intcrcourfe of 
nations has very much aiGmilated the ex- 
ternal chara£iers of men, and the genuine 
traits of nature are only to be developed, 
where neither force, nor fafliion have been 
employed to new- model or refine. 

The opinions which I have eftabliflied, 
from my beft inveftigation, are very dif- 
bdvantageous to the prefent race. The 
mod prominent features in their charader 
are ignorance, dulnefs, and obftinacy. A 
more provoking trio of evil properties can- 
not be imagined. It was our misfortune, 
in more than one inftance, to be the viQims 
of them. In the high road betwe'err Ghent 
and Bruflels, we efcaped by a miracle, 
from the accidental fradure of the fiiaft 
of the carriage, the confcquences of 
an overthrow. The alarm occafioned by 
this calaftrophe foon brought around ui 
the 
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the boors of the adjoining village, who, 
with folded arms and vacant countenances, 
encircled the* clviife, offering no afliftance, 
and talking, as if each were emulous to out- 
croak his fellow in their horrid guttural 
jargon. At length the arrival of the poft- 
raafter was announced. Scraps of cordage 
virere immediately employed, and this expert 
veteran, having -ended his job, bade the 
poftilion lead forward. ", AUep," faid he, 
and turning to me, *' Soyez tranquilles 
" meffieurs — tout ira bien, vous ne rifquerez 
" rien i J'en reponds." Thefe words were 
fcarcely uttered, when every knot gave up 
its hold, with an explolioa which induced 
us to difmount with all convenient fpeed ; 
the carriage was then dragged to the neareft 
town, and put into the hands of a profelTed 
artificer. It was difficult, among the multitude 
of workmen, to diftinguifli who was prin- 
cipal, not fewer than fifteen or twenty being 
employed in this paltry bufinefs. We foon 
perceived that this l^erculean talk furpafled 
a their 
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their ulents, and urged to them the ineffi- 
ciency of their contrivances; but our advice 
and dire&ions were treated with equal con- 
tempt, and the confequence was, that the 
ihaft broke from its hold before we had 
loft fight of the town. 

The inhabitants of the Belgic provinces 
were always a brave aftd a hardy people, 
but never- famed for quicknefs or pene- 
tration. The pillars of their fame ari 
monuments- rather of induftry than of 
genius. They have acqtiired the praife of 
agricultural (kill, for the patient labout 
which they bellowed upon the improve^ 
tocnt of their marfliy lands. Their tepef- 
tries were the admiration of Europe, before 
the re^a of good tafte commenced ; and if 
their fchool of painters be excepted, they 
have, I believe, little elfe to boaft. As to 
their moral qualities, they rank, if poHibie, 
ftill lower than their intelledual. Impo- 
fition and extortipn circumvent you on all 
fides — no vigtlaocie of your own will avail 
you; 
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you; and no magiftrate will attend to 
your complaint. Againft fraud and dif^ 
honefty there are no laws, or the laws have 
no energy. You even frequently become 
the vi^m of rapacity to the very organ rf 
ju^ce ; and the man whom you would 
punifli, is the judge to whom you muft 
appeal. 

LETTER XII. 

Spi, Majr 17, 1791. 

'T^HE icenes which have intervened fince 
my laft, are fo numerous, and thetir 
fucceflion fo rapid, that I feem to have 
made a vifionary journey. In thirteen 
days we have defcribed a courfe which 
might well have occupied thrice the num- 
ber. Our route lay by Antwerp, where 
we palled thefirft day after quitting Bruf* 
fels. No town has been more celebrated 
for its fplendour and its importance than 
4 Antwerp. 
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-Antwerp. EDtering it with expefiatioDfl 
railed to no common hdght, my difap- 
fpointment was proportiooably fevere. Its 
'buildiogsi arr, indeed, formed upon .a bold 
model,- and exhibit fine fpeclmenta of an- 
cient auchitefSure.. ■ . " * 
The church of Notre Dame Is a cabljlet of 
rare workmanfhip and exquifite paintings. It 
has not the polifhed elegance of St. Bavon at 
Ghent, but it is in my opinion more majeflic 
apd venerable. The graad altar piece by Ru-* 
bens, however, made me regard all other 
cbjeAs with comparative indifference. This 
celebrated painting is a defcent from the 
crofs, and poflefles an energy, a. . beauty, 
and an expreHion, which entitle it to rank 

-with the firll produif^ions of this mailer. I 
believe it is generally allowed of this paint- 
ing, that it has the united excellencies of 

. defign and colouring in a very eminent 
degree, and connoifTeurs give it a place 
in tl^e highefl: clafs of crucifixion pieces. 

The 
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The churches and convents are lb nu- 
merous at Antwerp, that no one but an 
amateur of the fine arts, of the moft ex> 
hauftlefs patience, could attend to a par- 
ticular xnveftigation of the whole. For my 
own part, I could fcarcely refolve upon 
undertaking the routine, fuclji a melancholy 
afpefl: clouded the face of every thing— the 
ftreets appeared depopulated — the beft 
houfes cleared of the inhabitants — neither 
the buftle of trade, nor the rattle of amufe- 
ment, were to be heard. The channel of 
commerce has been diverted, and pleafure 
flown to other dimes : fix thoufand Auftrian 
troops were in poiTeffion of this town, the 
fanaticifm and violence of which made (o 
confpicuous a figure in the late Belgic revo- 
lution. Though Leopold's clemency paffed 
an 3L&. of amnefty and oblivion, numbers 
refufed to return, either from obftinacy or 
diftruft. 

"We went to the theatre in the evening, 

which exhibited a melancholy pidure of 

£ defertion. 
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defertlon. Tbe only amufemcnt which 
attrkfls at prefent, is derived from the evo- 
lutions of the parade, which are performed 
in the Place de Mer. Here you may ob- 
ferve a motley aflemblage, of which Abbe's 
compofe the greater part, ranged on the 
feveral fides, and with folded arms feeking 
feme occupation for the heavy hours. 
Scarcely any provifions are to be purchafed 
in the town, and the fmall market which 
has furvived holds up a price beyond the 
capacities of all but the rich. 

Tht ftorm, though hufhed, is not 
diflipated. Many unquiet fpirits remain, 
whom neither force nor favour have yet 
fubdued. Secret combinations ftill exift; 
the cap of liberty is occafionally exhibited, 
and tbe nameofVANDERNOODT devoutly 
invoked. A convivial meeting had, fome 
few evenings pafl, expanded the hearts of 
fome old rebels; and the orgies of Bacchus 
having rekindled the flames of freedom, this 
-fally of intemperance was not terminated 
■without 
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tvUhout the interrention of the military; 
Bangers more ferious may be apprehended 
from the ambition of the Pruiliah courts 
which will doubtlefs lofe no opportunity 
of re-animating the Belgic difcontents ; nor 
is it quite clear that the Houfe of Orange 
will hold itfelf bound by the faith of the laft 
treaty to continue neuter. 

The manoeuvreaof theHoufe of Branden- 
burg are generally known in the late revo- 
lution, and the negotiations of Vandemood? 
with the Houfe of Orange have not loft 
their imprelTion. The fate of Belgia is not 
yet decided^ and Leopold holds on a very 
. unfure tenure this part of his dominions. 
■ The general temper of the people may 
be inferred from the general afpeft of the 
country, in which nothing is to be read but 
deje<Sion or difcontent. Were the over- 
tures of the Emperor cordially embraced, 
cTieerfulnefs would have relumined the 
countenance j induftry and amufement 
would have been profecuted as ufiial, and 
£ 3 every 
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every thing ' ere now have recovered its 
tone. But, when all Magnates — when trade 
has no vigour, and pleafure no attradUon-— 
a juft foundation exiAs for fufpicion, that 
the wound is not yet healed ;— that though 
quelled by terror, the fpirit of fedition yet 
rages in fecret ; and only wants a favourable 
moment for breaking forth with aggravated 
fury. 

LETTER xm. 

* NTWERP is one among thofe numerous 
cities which have experienced the 
■^ciffitudes of fortune. For ne,ar two cen- 
turies it aftonilhed Europe by the mag-, 
nitude of its riches, and the extent of its 
commerce. Equally celebrated for the arts 
of war and peace, it fuftained with firm- 
nefs the attacks of its enemies. The ob- 
ftinate refiftance.made by this city to the 
Duke of ?arma, and the ten months fiege 
7 . ' it 
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it fuftuned in 1585, form a very honour- 
able part of its hiftory. In coninion witii 
tfae other Belgic towns, it has repeatedly 
changed its mafters, and been repeatedly 
the fubjed of war and pillage. Ruben* 
and Vandyke, Cramage, Plantin, and. Mu- 
retus, are among the number of thofe who 
have diftinguiflied Antwerp as a mother of 
the fine arts, and a nurfe of literature. 

Weakened by. fucceffive aflauhs from its 
neighbours, and its tyrants, Antwerp ex- 
perienced its laft and moft decifive blow 
from the Hollanders, by the treaty of 
Munfter. This treaty, configning to Hol- 
land the exclufive navigation of the Scheld, 
cut off the refources of commercial wealth, 
and precipitated the declining grandeur erf" 
this andent city, the gloomy and deferted 
edifices of which ililt remain the monu- 
ments of its paft fplendour. One trait 
which evier. diftinguifhed this city, is ftill to 
be found in its decayed and fallen ftate. 
Fanaticifin has fufiered no dimini^tion, nor 
E 3 have 
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hare any of thofe rude aflaults which fub- 
verted its wealth and its commerce, weak- 
ened or impaired its rooted attachment to 
the Catholic faith. 

No place in Europe is fo immediately - 
under the influence of every religious ab- 
furdity. All the long feries of monkifh 
iniquities has not convinced thefe people of 
the poflibility of error in ecclefiaftics j and 
their confciences, their faith, and their 
purfes, are ftill at the difpofal of priefts and 
prelates. The late revolution owed much 
of its energy to the religious prejudices of 
this deluded people ; and Antwerp and' 
Malines difcovered the genuine fury of 
fanaticifm. The notorious Van Eupen, 
■who adted fo principal a part in that poli- 
tical drama, was originally a canon of thi$ 
place J and if we may credit the intelli- 
gence received in thofe parts, and the uni- 
verfal tone of the writings of that time, his 
hiftory is not greatly to the credit of ecclefi- 
aftical purity. In the capacity of Grand 
9 Peniteq- 
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Penircntiaiy, to which he was exalted by^ 
the liberal patronage of the Bifhop of Ant- 
werp, hi8 province comprehended all ^i- 
ritual jurifdifiion over the numerous inha- 
bitants of this great fee. All cafes of con- 
fcience, doubts of faith, and religious cm-' 
barraflments, came under his review, and 
were determined by his dccifions. The 
duties of his office introduced him into the 
clofets of all, and the illapfes of the fpirit 
were ' fometimes made fubfervient to the 
impulfes of the flelh. * * # • * 
' Such was the man who moved the prin- 
cipal fprings in thofe tumults, which fo 
lately fhook the Belgic ftates. Vandernoodt, 
though foremoft in name, was but the organ 
of this arch-politician j who, expatriated by 
crimes which infult heaven and earth, had 
no hope of recovering his forfeited fortunes, 
but by entering his country fword in hand* 
To compafshis re-eftabliflimeht,he pradlifed 
all the arts of political hypocrify. He is 
naturally cool, fubtle, and enterprifing— ^ 
X 4 under 
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under die garb of {aDOsty^ he has a heart 
capable of any crime. Patriotifni was the 
lure be held out, and by his addrefs he con- 
trived to obtain credit, till he was detected 
in embroiling, by infidious artifices, the fere- 
ral parties of the ftate; afperHng by his 
Qmiflaries the intentions of thofe, who from. 
principle efpoufed the caufe of the Bel- 
g^ns— covering with the mantle of religion 
the machinations of rebellion ; — and la- 
lipuring to eftablifli the empire of the 
church and the noblefle, upon the blended 
ruins of imperial authority and democratic 
fireedom. The conciliatory meafures of Leo« 
pold were very ill calculated to ferve the enda 
of this arch-hypocrite. He therefore em- 
ployed every finifter engine toprevcotaunion. 
The reconciliation which took place between 
the contending parties defeated hia defigns 
of perfon4 aggrandizement, qnd compelled 
him to fly from juftice into fome dilbmt 
climei where his hypocrify may h^eafter 
play a more fuccefsfbl game upon the ctro* 
duUty of mankind* 
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XT 7E took the route by Breda into Holland, 
and for a few leagues rolled along a 
good pavie^ and then entered upon a road, 
which, had we not adually pafied it, m^fac 
very fairly have been deemed impaflablck 
A deep fand formed the foil, elevated into 
mounds on one fide, funk into hollow pits 
on the other, and in many places com- 
pletely buried in water of confiderable ex- 
tent i every ftep the horfes took required 
great exertion, and their utmofl: efforts 
could never accelerate them beyond a foot- 
pace. It was near ten o'clock when we 
entered Breda, and it was fortunate for us 
that the gates do not finally clofe before 
that time. 

' All the country between Antwerp and 
Sreda, for many miles, exhibits a melan- 
choly 
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choly fccne — vaft wilds and deferts which 
feem to defy the hand of cuhure, and upon 
which the mod laborious induftry would 
operate in vain. The ktenefs of the even- 
ing concealed from our view the change 
of country which takes place as you ap^ 
proach Breda, which is a neat and well 
fortified town. 

We experienced a very ftriking change 
■ in every object around us ; the houfes and 
ftreets had neither the awkwardnefs nor the 
filthinefs of the Brabant tov/ns. An air 
of eafe, vivacity, and content pervaded the 
countenances of all — the foldiers wore a 
lefs hoftile afpeS— neither folded arms nor 
fauntering paces were to be feen ; aiSivity, 
vigour, and induftry feemed to prevail ; 
and each appeared emulous to perform the 
duties of his occupation. 

Breda may claim no incoofiderable merit 
from the public places which adorn it. The 
palace of the Prince of Orange is delight- 
fully fituated, and the gardens which fur- 
round 
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round it are a great ornament to the town. 
The church of the Proteftants. is a very 
noble edifice— it is hung with efcutcheons, 
which diHufe a gloom around the facred 
walls, and are but an indifferent fucce- 
daneum to the mafterly paintings, which fill 
the Romilh churches. The monumentt 
which are raifed againft the walls in the 
EngliOi churches oftener deface than adorn 
Che buildings ; but the numerous efcutche- 
ons which inveft the wialls of the beft 
churches in Holland give them more the 
air of maufoleums, than of places of 
worftiip. There is a very ancient tomb 
of marble in one of the recefifes, now 
crumbling into ruins. What remains is 
however a curious monument of early 
tafte and primitive fculpture. 

Breda was diftingui£hed as the head- 
quarters of the late revolutionary intrigues. 
It was here that the firft committee was 
formed under the joint condud of Vander- 
noo^t 
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noodt and Van Eupen. This committee, 
ftt which the factious nobles of Brabant 
attended, declared Vander-Merfch general 
*f the troops which they rcfolved to raife j 
and publiibed a manifefto, dated at Hoogf- 
trateo, in the name of the people of 
Brabant. This manifefto was, by a de- 
' cree of the Aaftrian goverhment, deftroyed 
at Brufiels, and feveral metoibel's of the 
iecret committee taken into cuftod^. Three 
thoufand infurgents upon this ittackod 
and captured the forts of Lillo and Lief- 
henfhoek. This was the firft blow flruck 
by them* and the government diflra£ted 
by internal divifions now loft all energy. 
The defeat of Chrocder at Turnhoul foon 
followed, which gave fpirit to the revo- 
lutionifts, and excited the higheft alarm at 
die court of Bruffels. The entry of the 
xebels into Ghent, and the difhonourable 
retreat of D^Arbers with hia four thoufand 
■troops, gave to the revolution a force and a 
refpe^- 
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refpeGabiUty, which profelyted thofe who, 
averfe to its principle, . would yet profit gr 58 
from its fuccefs. Sfl 

The impolitic meafure of concluding an ^ "^ 
armiftice at 'Hrteniont by D'Alton, at the .^ O 
head of an army fully competent to anni- ?-" 

hilate the rebels, was the finiftiing ftroke of .j- ^1 
this ill-judging infatuated miniftry. The il-'"* 

armiftice opened a channel for commu- \> *i 

nication between the regular troops and 
the vagrant rebels ; and the glow of patri- 
otifm being thus difleminated, not lefs than 
500 men deferted at once — filling the air 
with the moft outrageous fliouts of liberty 
and revolution. "Diefe were of the regi- 
ment of Murray j their example operated 
upon others — defertions took place from 
all quarters, and every part of Bruflels - 
refounded with the popular cry of ** Vivent 
'* les Patriotes ! An Diable les Royaliftes !" 
This, was ihortly after fucceeded by the de- 
parture of the Auftrian troops from Bruf- 
fels, which Vandernoodt on the 1 8th De^- 
cember 
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cember 1789 entered with all the tn-" 
Umphal honours of a proud vi<5lor; was 
hailed with the loudeft acclamations as the 
fubverter of tyranny, and the author of 
Belgic independence. 

I muft entreat yourpardon for thefrequent 
reflexions with which I trouble you on the 
Belgic affairs. Every part of Brabant bears 
the veftiges of the late commotions, and in- 
terefts by its melancholy ai^ed our pity and . 
indignation. The court of Berlin had doubt- 
lefs fome objeds of profound policy to 
compafs in fomenting the difcontents of the 
Belgians againft the Auftrian government. 
The transfer of the Belgic provinces to the 
Pruffian fovereignty would have furnilhed 
that power with a vaft afcend^nt, and en- 
, abled it to aflume a tone with the Emperor 
very much to the advantage of its autho- 
rity. Holland, ever attentive to the main 
point, contemplated with a feeling beyond 
indifference the apprehended difunion of 
the Belgic flates from the Auftrian govern*'' 
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ment— rcgardlefa who fways the fceptre, 
provided they occupy the market, thefc 
prudent fpeculators promired themfelves an 
augmentation of their commercial advan- 
tages. This is the notorious objeft of Dutch 
intrigue, and their neighbours, vrho ex- 
perience its effects, were not at a lofs to 
account for the fecret fuel added to- the 
flames of rebellion. ** Le feul avantage 
" qu'ils en veulent lirer," faid the Bra- 
banters; ** c'eft de vendre aux Beiges 
" de mauvaUes munitions a tr£s-haut 
** prix." 
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TTOtLAND is certainly a very convenient 
coimtry to travel through; provided a 
man will make up his mind to difpenfe.with 
thefplendourof equipage. Alltheroadswhich 
communicate with its environs are intolerably 
bad, but a carriage of the country will roll 
over them without difficulty, yet not always 
withoutalarm tothetraveJler. Had we avail- 
ed ourfelves of the precaution given before 
we quitted Bruffels, of leaving our carriage 
at Antwerp, we fhould have experienced 
lefs difficulty in paiBng the moor between 
that place and Breda. The grand advan- 
tage in making the tour of Holland arifes 
from the canals which pierce the country, 
and form an agreeable mode of commum- 
cation between the federal places. 

We 



J.,r,l,.<»i:,.,G00gIf 



L E T T E R XV. 65 

AVe had beea led into aa error by the in- 
firu&ions fumifhed us at Breda, and had. 
entered a veflel for Rotterdam, which we 
£boa found ill-adapted for the conveyance 
of paflengers. Our iituation in it became 
irldbme— -the veflel was dirty — the cabin 
filled with children. The air without was 
ex^emely cold, and the Captain could only 
reply to our complaints in a language we 
did not undeiiland. Thefe dlfagreeableSf 
added to the appreheaTions of a long paf- 
fage, the wind blowing hard and contrary, 
induced us to form a refolution of abandon- 
. ing the Te&el the firft c^portunity, and try- 
ing our fortune by land. 

Shortly after our forming this determination 
the ve0el came to a mooring in the vicinity 
<of fpme few houfe.&, from which we promiied 
euiifelves information refpe^ng the route to 
Rotterdam by land. We diiembarkcd, to 
Tcconnpitrej and after many fruitlefs experi- 
fOents, had the good fortune to difcover a 
ichool-roafteTi who underfianding French, ao- 
VOL. I, r qualnted 
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quaiDted us with the particulars which, we 
Wiflied to learn. 

Inftrufted by him that we could procure 
a cabriolet in the adjacent village, we re- 
turned to the veflel, in order to fettle with 
but Captain. It was a work of no fmall dif- 
ficulty to make him comprehend our inten- 
tions. We eiideavoured, by fign8»to teftify 
that we were completely enn&ied of this 
mode of travelling. Every motion we made 
cmharrafled him, till paying him the whole 
fare of our paffage, we threw our luggage 
over our fhoulders, and left him to meditate 
on the fmgularity of our condudl, at which 
he had little reafon to repine. By the good 
offices of the village fchool-mafter we ob- 
tained a carriage, arid traverfed upon a 
wretched road,through the moft wild, fwam^ 
py, and defert country, for more than a 
league and a half. In our driver we had 
the firft pidure of a real l)utchman. In his 
figure he was fliort, with broad hips, and 
fpherical (houlders: his features were fhafp, 
I yet 
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yel fteady — a two-inch pipe iffued from his 
mouth, and completed his profile; 

One of the agremens of travelling in thefe 
cabriolets, which are the only carriages that 
can run over the heavy roads, is,, that if the 
wind fhould fet againft you, it always comes 
ftrongly impregnated with tobacco. It was 
our fate, whenever we travelled in thofe 
carriages, to receive the incenfe which thofe 
amateurs of the pipe are contlantly offering 
to thofe who fit behind them. Our fitua-^ 
tion reminded me of the inhabitants of the 
upper regions, who are ufually reprefented 
as riding in cabriolets, inveftcd with circum- 
ambient clouds. 

By eight o'clock in the evening, we ar- 
rived at the extreme limit of our journey 
by land. Mynheer transferred us to the 
commiffhircy who was to anfwer for our con- 
veyance over the Biefbock, ufually ftiled 
the Moerdyke. Tbere are iio harlequins in 
Holland. There may be fuch a thing as 
difpatcby in the warehoufes and manufac- 
tures ; but I queftion if. the language con- 
f 2 tatpi 
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tains an exprelBon rynonimous to the £a- 
giilli word bajie. 

All I mean by this, is, that though the 
evening was fo far advanced, and we had fo 
much water to crofs, thefe fteady-pacing 
wights would not accelerate their move- 
ments in arranging the few preHminaries 
necefiary to embarkation. At length we 
entered the boat, and caught a breeze, 
which copttnued in our favour but a Ihort 
time; then veered and blew a head, and in 
the third and laft place fnnk into a dead calm. 
Night had now thrown a gloomy veil over 
heaven and earth— -a pale and ill-fbrmed 
moon afforded a few faint gHmmerings, 
which evened our eyes to the tracks which 
furroundcd us. A mighty wafte of water, 
whofe boundaries were only to be difcerncd 
on one fide, prefented a moft chilling fcene ; 
and the defolate iwamps, which furrounded 
it, fcarcely wore a lefs meUncholy afped. A 
man and a boy were all who compofed the 
crew of the vcflel conveying us over this 
10 melan- 
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melancboly Uke. We were barbarians to 
each other: we could nekher aaimatethem 
to i£t\vityj nor queftion them of our dan- 
ger. How ofiea have I deplored in my tour 
through this country, the fatal ambition of 
l^fe proud archite^s, who, by- their raih 
defigns upon heaven, provoked the divifion 
of tongues, and the annihilation of univerfal 
language. 

Not to aggravate our perils by water, I 
{hail remark that all was perfectly calm- 
that, if you except the extreme cold that pre- 
vailed, the little profpeO: of coming to an 
anchor in any reafonable time, the apprehen- 
iion natural to alituation of the moll dreary 
^efcriptipn, at the mercy, and under the 
>diredioa of two ftrangers, whom we could 
neither foften .by promi&s, nor alarm by 
■threats ; if you except thefe, and forae -tri- 
fling concomitant inconveniences, we ea- 
countered no evil of moment. But I muft 
tell youi tliat our perils, which appeared at 
tbeir zenith on the water, were confiderably 
F 3 . augmented 
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augmented when we gained the land ; fop» 
wearied with their exertions, our conduc- 
tors brought us to a mooring, which fuited 
their convenience, but was very little to 
Qur accommodation. No vefttge of a houfe, 
pr habitable fpot, appeared. Our guides 
pointed to us that we were to ufe our feet ; 
and one preceding, and one bringing up the 
fear, we traverfed a region of the moft 
doleful appearance. Like the fiend that 
bewilders the lorn traveller, our pilot carried • 
U8 over marfhes and fens, where we could 
"with difficulty find ground fufficiently firm 
to bear our feet. 

The facility with which our leader fur- 
mounted thqfe embarraffments, was an ag- 
gravation of our diltrcfs. It was important 
to our fafcty that we kept clofe : we could 
'not check him, becaufe we could not ex- 
plain; and fome part of the track over 
which he hurried us, was piled into heaps 
of fwafhy clay, and, at numerous intervals, 
divided by flream« that broke from the ad-^ 
joining 
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joining canal. At length a gleam of light 
darted upon us, and preffing wiih anxious 
exertion we arrived at a cabaret, where it 
was deftined ,we fhould pafs the remainder 
of the night. 

If you tell me that I have drawn a me- 
lancholy pidlure of thefe pigmy perils, I 
affure you that they appeared to us in gi- 
gantic forms. Though I guarded you 
againfl the expedation of prodigious eventSj 
I did not intend to encounter danger, or 
combat terrors, without making you a party 
in our adventures. If it fait the mournful 
temper of your foul, you may commiferate 
our painful fenfations. If, on the contrary, 
this finds you in the moment of gaiety, you 
are welcome to laugh at our embarrafl^ 
jnents, provided you triumph in our fuccefs. 
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'T* H E Dutch arc reprefented as very 
trickifli add impofirig. This charac- 
ter applies ia the great towns, but I have a 
better opinion of the villagers. They have 
all the marks of honefty, and certainly all the 
agrimens of cleanlinefs. An old woman 
opened the door to us, after having fatisfied 
herfelf by queftions to our guides of our 
good intentions. She conduced us into a 
chamber, which, from its fituation, I {hould 
rather ftyle a cellar. We were thoroughly 
wetted by, what an Hibernian alone would 
call, our land expedition ; and a very few 
figns made the old matron comprehend that 
we wifhed for a fire, which, by her induf- 
"trious attentions, fooa blazed before us. 
She 
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%e thfeti c^ned, what appeared to us, z 
cupboard-door, f^ll three feet from the 
ground;— when a voice from within ad* 
drefled us in French. We held a fhorl dii- 
logue, in which the invifible perfon engaged 
to furnilh us a carriage in the morning, 
when, wishing us a good night, the old 
woman clofed the door upon him. 

The Dutch are very induftrious, and rift 
very early — men of all ranks drink coffee in 
great abundance. The labourers fip their 
CoSee before they go out to their toils, and 
appear to eat very little. This may, in all 
probability, be owing to the quantities of 
fprits which they arc accuftomed to fwallow, 
I have repeatedly fcen the moft robuft men 
taJdng their morning's Ineal, previous to the 
fatigues of the field, and this has coniiAed 
in two or three cups of weak coffee, a glaft 
or two of Hollands — then the pipe is kin~ 
» died, and with onc^ fcarcely fquare inch of 
bread, thefe laborious hinds are equipped for 
the mod Aurdy fervices. Our old hoftefs had 
kindled 
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kindled a fire, and boiled our coffee by five 
o'clock ; and notwithftanding the late hour 
at which we entered, all were up and ac- 
tive, and by fix o'clock we were feated in a 
cabriolet, and took leave of this curioue' 
company. 

A great change of fceaery takes place as 
you proceed to Rotterdam. The country 
is ftill open, but lefs deformed with wild 
waft,e6, or marfliy grounds. The roads alfo 
improve, and you have an agreeable variety 
of villages and rivers. The Old Maefe, 
which we firft paffed, exhibited a noble 
view. This is navigable for veffels of 
confiderable burden. Numbers of thefe were 
lying in the river, and gave a very commer- 
cial appearance to the country. Our route 
after this lay through fome villages, whofe 
extreme neatnefs attraded our particular 
attention. Nothing can equal the purity 
of thefe cottages. The exceflive labour they 
beftow on every article of the moft minute 
importance, leaves nothing to -offend the 
eye, 
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eye, and gives the bumbleft cot that air of 
elegant fimplicity which palaces do not aU 
ways poffefe. 

Rotterdam is a. fine objed for many miles 
before you reach it. The country is quite 
open, and the road purfues a very ferpentine 
courfe, which gives you fufiicient time to 
meditate on the fmgular beauties of that ce- 
lebrated city. Rotterdam will ftrike the 
traveller with wonder ; perhaps no town in 
Europe pofiefle« objetSls fo exprefllve of 
commercial importance. The canals are 
numerous and large; crouded with vefTels 
in all parts, and covered with numerous 
draw-bridges, they exhibit a magnificent 
fcene. All thefe canals arc bordered with 
trees and promenades. Wherever the eye 
turns, objeds of commercial grandeur ftrike 
it with a{loni£hment. The public buildings 
are all confecrated to the fame purpofes. 
. The churches are heavy and taftelefs. There 
are cabinets of paintings in the pofleffion of 
fome private individuals ;. but the only pub- 
lic 
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lie monument of letters and the fine arts, U 
a ftatue to the memory <;£ Erafmus, who 
was a. native of this place, and among the 
few Imninaries of fcience which this coun- 
try has produced. The artift has infpired 
the countenance with wonderfully fine in- 
telligence. 

The different degrees of zeal with which 
the memory of Erafraus was cheriftied, be- 
ipoke in paft times a growing talle for lite- 
rature. The ilatue firft raifed in honour 
of this great fcholar, A. D. 1540, was of 
wood. Seventeen years refined their feel- 
ings, and blufliing for the little refped they 
had fhewn to the memory of the man who 
had immortalized their city, the ftatue of 
toood was exchanged for a ftatue of Jione* 
A fucceeding :age, emulous of its predecef- 
fors, gave to the Apotheofis of Erafmus the 
laft touch, and raifed this ftatue of bronze, 
Dotlbtlefs this ceconomical people had 
at the firft well calculated the extent of the 
future expenditure, if literary charaders 
ftibuld 
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{hould abound in the republic ; but finding 
this fwampy foil unpropitiou^ to genius, 
and prpdudive only of dull commentaton 
and fombrous logtdans, they converted the 
image of vpoad Into a flatue oifione^ with* 
out rifquing, in confequencc of this prece- 
dent, any material dimiaution of the public 
revenue. In the fixty-five years which fuc- 
ceeded, no rival Erafmufesyet appearing, the 
utmoft: extravagance of civic honours vrat 
exhaufted upon him, and a fUtue of bronze 
ere(£led, all apprehenfion of future claim 
being at length entirely diflipated. 



LETTER XVII. 

itT" H AT Rome is to the antiquary, and 
Florence to the coanoifleur, that ia 
Rotterdam to the merchant. The manoeu- 
vres of a Prullian army are grand and ftrik- 
ing ; but the ftrength there difplayed excites 
reflections, 
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reflexions, at which the heart revolts. Whtftt 
the olive is exchanged for the laurel, 
though the eye may be dazzled with mili* 
tary fplendor, the heart fickens with grief. 
Commerce is the only art of national ag- 
grandizement which reafon faa£Uons, and 
humanity approves. This increafes the 
ftrength, and extends the limits of an em- 
pire, without abridging the liberties, or ftied- 
ding the blood of mankind. 

Regarded in this view Rotterdam claims 
a diftinguifhed rank among the objetSs 
of curlofity. Streets, markets, and quays, 
are crouded with the fons of aftive in- 
duftry. E.very coffee-houfe is a bourfe^ and ■ 
all the fociety that is there cultivated, re- 
fers to bargains, transfers, and contrafla. 
Here are no theatres, but warehoufes; 
no routs, but on the Change ; no amufe- 
ments, but counting of gains. They have 
little deference for a ftranger, particularly if 
he appears -to take no intereft in their com- 
mercial tranfaftions. You may dine ia 
company 
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company with them, yet fcarcely obtain the 
interchange of a minute's converfation : 
this being with them ufually taken up by 
topics of infinitely higher moment, than 
thofe which the vague curiofity of a tra- 
veller would ftart. Their language, it muft 
be owned, feems formed for them, and they 
fi>r their language. Rude, harfb, and guttu- 
ral—it never was intended for the polite in- 
tercourfe of fociety, nor the foft effufions of 
an amorous paiTion. But gallantry and 
politenefs are playthings to tare and trett ; 
and all the courtly graces of language are 
baubles, compared with thofe fmewy terms 
that tie and untie with effedt the knots of 
trade. 

We foon fatisfied ourfelves with the ra- 
rities of Rotterdam, and as we did not enter 
feelingly into the fublime fpeculations of 
thefe, we could not help regretting the 
dearth of public entertainments. The ob- 
jefls which ftruck us at firft, foon loft their 
energy. Familiarized in a few hours to 
- theii: 
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theif canals and their warehoufes, we pant- 
ed to 'find Tome new fcene; and parting 
from this matt of traffic, this depoGtary 
of commercial wealth, we entered a palT- . 
age-boat at the clofe of the Saturday 
evening, and made the beft of our way to 
the Hague. 



LETTER XVIIL 

np H E latenefs of the evening obliged us 
to pafs between Rotterdam and the 
Hague, more rapidly than we wiOied. On 
our way wc fcarcely flopped at Delft, which 
is a pretty town of no great extent, but dif- 
tinguifhed by two churches, in one of 
whicfar is the monument raifed to the me- 
mory of the famous Admiral Van Tromp. 
The phina manufacture has been long cele- 
brated throughout Europe, and Hill preferv^s 
its vigor and reputation. The town h 
charmingly fituated, and the can^l x\ii\s 
by it. 

We 
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"We quitted the barge at Delft, and took 
fcarriage, in order to reach thie Hague before 
the gates fliduid fiiUt. . Here a n^w (dsix6 
Opened upon us. The Hague exhibits a 
ftrifcing contraft tb Rotterdam. Tt is i 
town built in a ftild of uhcorti'thon elegancd, 
■trfth all the dr of falhibnable J-elTdence. It 
"hts hbt the buftle, the pbpiilationi nor the 
crouded objedls bf Rotterdam, y6t it Hai 
ifhe afpe£t of cheerfulnefs, and icomblnes the 
Vivacity bf tfkde *ith th^ polifli of pleafure; 
The promenade towatds ScheyeKng is one 
bf the fineft things in Holland, and perhaps 
in Europb. It extends more than' two Eii- 
glifli miles in length, and ia kept in th6 
inoft delightful oi-deri The village at Sche- 
velingi which terminates it^ forms a very 
Agreeable boundary, and the oceart rifirig 
above the land clbfes the viftd, and giveS 
ib the Whole i. Wonderful fubllmity. Sche- 
veling Is a 6fliirig tovirn, and is fittfated ort 
A fine fand— the view of the fea from thia 
iand is beautiful and extenlive. As to the 

VOL< I. 0, gardens 
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gardens of Count Bentinck and other *Mit-' 

Jom dc plaifancty they are certainly curipfi- 
ties in Holland, where the moft uncouth 
diftribution of grounds prevails, but m^ril; 
little the attention of an £ngli{h travdler* 
who ^ill have feen in his own country 
more tafle difplayed in the green which 
furrounds the cottage, than in the moft ad- 
mired villas * of Holland* 

When 1 remarked that the b<Hifes wece 
built in a ftile of elegance and grandeur,- 1 
did not mean to applaud the tafte ^ 
the architects, as many of them wear a 
heavy and fombrous afpeft ; but the ge- 
neral efie^ is ftriking. The palace of 
the Stadtholder ie more celebrated for th€ 
paintings and cabinets which adic»^ it with- 
in, than the face it exhibits without. The 
churches are fpacious, but not numerous : - 
the whole town poffefles but threes- ,pf 
which one b the church of the reformed, 

* Mr. Hope'* manfioD tt Haerlem \\x known exception 
tp (hit geoeral ckuUEten 

, ■ - -the 
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tbc fccond the Lutheran^ and the third Ro- 
piilh. The 5r{l is th<p handfomeft, and 
nrasj at the tiine I iaw it, 511ed with a ^len- 
did audience. The {weachera here prcferte 
thofe immenfe wigs, which in England or- 
nament ohI^ the heads of the judges. Thus 
aceolitred, and with only a fmall bible be- 
fore them, they wear a very oratoncal ap- 
pethince— refort to an adion by no-meand 
ungraceful, and appear animated and enei>- 
getie. The ftiU filence which' prevailed 
throughout the -hallowed edifice, convinced 
me that the impre^e ardor of the preacher 
waB not ^without its defired effeft. 

Wewere fortunate in being at the Hague 
during the fair. This began orl the Sunday 
afternoon,' agreeable to the practice in thefe 
countries,' which, if it does not enjoin ' 
Snnday as the -beginning, ufually includes 
it within the number. This fair may poC- 
fibly have given us a more cheerful idea of 
this place, 'than ; it would ordinarily excite. 
Theatre8,reviews, public breakfaft8,andevcry 
o 2 fpedes 
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fpecies of afnufemeat, took place} all the 
public roads were filled with carriages^ 
pailiog and repaifing, and the ftreett were 
crouded with puppet-fliews, mountebanfcs, 
and wild beafts. What amufed me beyond 
other novelties, was the Angular drels of 
the Dutch girls. Any one would have ima- 
gined, that the figures which appeared on 
thefe occafions were mafques, or defigned 
as caricatures ; but the numbers which 
crouded all the public ways, and the win- 
ning airs they afiededi convinced me, that 
nothing but my want of talle refifted tho 
influence of fuch fmgular aftradions- Ima- 
gine a fhort figure, with more breadth than 
goes to the propMtion of elegaace, and 
with very little alteration in the width 
downwards to the waifl,- the petticoats de- 
fcending half way only below the ^ee.-*^ 
' Imagine further^ a round face, ufually fmaN, 
covered with a hat of near three feet in 
diameter, perfeiSily circular, and applied to 
the head in a part contiguous to the ciis- , 
3 cumferencc 
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cvqifeKnce. YqU will readily perceive, 
that the hat, thus dirpofed, will proje^ be- 
fore the fac£, nearly the fpace of the whole 
diatneber) touching the head, agreeably to the 
property of, fpheres, only in one. point. 
Now you have nothing to do but to con- 
cave a number of thefe figures in motion, 
brandithtng their horizontal hats, rolUog ■ 
their diminutive eyes, and afieding' a thou- 
sand lidiculoqs graces,, under cover of this 
extenfive canopy. The tout enfembh brought 
to my recolleftion thofe fculptural vagaries, 
!n which a human figure is often made the 
prop of a cathedral feat, the fupportof a 
wainfcot pulpit, or the ftand of a mahogany 
table., If you deem my obfervations fome- 
what fatirical, I muft, in my own vindica- 
tipn, fay, that this is a country in which 
few objefts ar^ to be found for panegyric or 
applaufe. The fmgularlty of its fituation, 
and the extent of its commerce, are almoft 
tlie only topics on vrhich curiofity would 
4well, without terminating in. cepfure : 9nd 
03 our 
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our dally obfervation evinced, that & ttation* 
great in th^ arts of conunerce,- and pofl^fled 
of all the refourccsof fplendor and aiSuencey 
may yet be ignorant of the arts of reEnc? 
mentj^ and yield to nations lefs importanr^ 
and lefs opulent; in the more. fafcin»- 
ting attalnmeats c^ elegance and gomi 

LETTER XrX. 

'Tp H E pafiage by water from the Hagu9 
to Amftertlam exhlluts feme pleafant 
fcenery, and the boats are under fo dextrous 
management, that you never travej flower 
than fpur miles an hQur. They will pre;^ 
tend to greater fpeed, hut I never found the 
motion exceed this. People are ufuall^ 
counfelled to engage the ri0ey which ia the 
name diftinguiihing the bel^ cabbin ; and for 
thofe who are averfe to mixing with a pro- 
mifcuOus fociety, and have a decided anti- 
pathy to fmoke, it is certainl y a very wife 
pr^cau-! 
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prtcftBtioa. Motives ofcririofity ^ways de- 
termined us to prefer the o^poCite meafure ;' 
aod^ we had mtihf opportunities, by thia 
meuis/ of ootiimet^ng upon tiw ^naBoers of 
tliiaTibguUr {ido^lel 

Et«7 maiii who enters the boat, w&at- 
crer be hU cotuliti^i^ cither iKtngs a pipe in 
his mouth 6r his Innd. A flight touch, of 
the hat, upon entering the cablHti, franks Tiita 
iot? the:«rb6l« time of his flay; antf the laws 
of etiquette aliow him to fmoke in filence to 
thiitid of the paflag«. We fee, as at a meet- 
ing jofquakers, £xed features and dhange* 
left'poflures; the whole vifage myfterious, 
and folemn^ but braying, it muft be con* 
felled, more of abfence than intelligence; 
Hours will {^fs, aiid no month expand, but 
to wKff the fiiwfce 1 ft6r any !imV be put in 
xAiSCicJt), excepf to rekindle tlte pipe. The 
fMfttme of thofe focietlcB, in the liberal ufc of 
^it-crecboiry does not preferve that attention 
t&ddifiacy which fome conftitutioas wOuld 
rttjwre, ■ - ■ . 

6 4 Oa 
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. On out way to Amfterdam we bad aq 
opportuoity of taldng a tranHent view of 
JLeydeq, apd of Haarlem. The Dutch 
lowiis have So dofe a tefemblance to each 
other, in their canals, their bridges, and thdr 
buildings that a traveller's curiolity is (boa 
fati^tcd. The univerfity of Leyden owes it» 
^el^brity t^dr^ to. the talents of its profefibrs, 
fhan the fplendor or magnitude (^ its educes. 
The oil painting by Jean de Leyde, is the 
pnly attra^qn which the Hotel-de-VlHe 
ppSeflee. Haerlem boafis Laureatius. Cs^ 
tcr» one of the inventors of .printing, as a 
fiative. The great churcbi' and the fuperb 
organ which it contVfns, arp known 
tiiroughout Europe, 

A {hort time fufiSces to exanune all the 
obje&s pi curiofity in thoTe towns, which 
are a perpetual rep^ion of the firft impref; 
fion. The' banks of the canals are oroh 
inented with yarioqg gardens' and pleafure 
grounds, which the maft^ gf the veflHs 
fire induflrious to difplay. I ihall f\ifpei\4 
my 
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^y obfervations upoa this cla& of curlojlr 
ties till a future occaTion. The firft coup- 
4*aeit, as'.we approch^d Amfterdam, was Ha-r 
guUr.. I; counted between 70 ^nd 80 wind- 
tuills, as, we were- coming down the canal. 
A grander obje^ foon prefented itfelf — the 
haibour {rrouded with veflels, and f^h\r- 
biting all the apparatus of commercial opi^r 
. }ence. 

We entered this city at tbe clofe of .tK? 
eyening, and took up our quarters a% 
YquE^'s HoteU which is ufual]^ efteeoted 
^e bell, but for fituation ^nd convenience 
does little credit to a city of fuch magni- 
(ude. 

I ftiall indulge you with the privilege 
pf recreating your fpirits, and recovering 
from the . eanui which this uninterefting 
recital muft have occafioned, before I ven- 
tre my remarks upon Amfterdam. If the 
pafiage has appeared dull and heavy in the 
relation, I affure you it was not lefs fo in the 
performance. The equable motion of the 
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barge, the uniform fol^nity Af otir fodetSr, 
and the- unvaried &ce of the counttyj gava 
birth to -ft' ferabrous depreffibn, diffipa^d 
only by the change of fcencj which tbofc 
place in the great and pbpwlbUs town of 
iAmftefdam. Wc quickly perceived, that 
Amfterdam had few attraftions it>T delicate 
curiofity. Amufemeht, however, we could 
not fail to derive from the novel fceiiea-it 
inclofed, though they were; ufually -defbrm-- 
€d by fome offenfive appendagM ; fatiifac'- 
tion was, in moft inftances, lowered by dii* 
guftj.and one fenft generally gratified at tfifl 
expence of anotbet. 
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TT^'R E ■ city of Amfterdam is renowned 

throughout Europe for its population, 

its trafficj and its opulence. Nothing can 

equal the grandeur of its port, which u 

thronged 
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throDged with vefleU of all magnitiidej. 
Wherev«r th« eye ranges, mafU and faila 
appear,* covering the whole fpheri of vifibn, 
and exhibiting the proijd triumphs o£ bon^ 
tnercial etiterprize. It is contended of this 
harbour, that It wants depth j and that veflbla 
of great burden, which enter the Texd, a^re 
reduced to numerous inconveniences: yet 
the toiling induftry, and- the perfevering ta- 
lehts ofthia laborious people, have bafiSed all 
theoppofitibn, andfurmountcd all the dtf* 
ficiilties of nature and fituation. Th^ hafrc 
ftrippedthe furrounding natioiis 6f their re- 
forircesi arid concentrated' the rays of com- 
merce' ift their own republic. Not content 
with barricadoeihg their realms againflrthe 
rude aflaults of Neptune, carrying off his 
waves by artificial chiannels, and prefervingj 
bydaily efforts, their empire from diliivian 
deft ruftioa-!— they have fought a good . be- 
yond the narrow pittance which their chill 
and cheerlefs foil produces, have emulated 
the greateft powers in navigating the ocean, 
8 aad 
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8Dd in importing from diftant parts of the 
globe the luximes of happier cHmes. 

While I viewed this harbour, and rumi- 
nated on the fuccefiive advances of this 
pet^le to the higheft pinnacle of national 
profperity *, I turned my eye to that city 
which once <Kfputed the palm of commerce 
with this republic, and which, by the grow- 
ing importanC|e of diis ndghbouriog power, , 
ha,d beea reduced to iofignifipance. Th? 
treaty of Weftphalia raifed the grandeur of 
Holland tipon the ruins of Antweip. Thv 
forts of Lillo and Liefenfhoek determined the 
fate of that unfortunate city, and the antient 
majefty of th? Scheld upw how? to the 
ufiirped authority a^id furtive hpnours of 
fhe Texel. 

The ardour,theadlivity,tfae croud, and.tl^ 
bufUe, which prevail ip all quarters of the 

* The tud« of Amfterdam bai of late year) been very 
nach on the decline, and now confi&s chieflj in the nego- 
ciitfon of billi of exchange. The real importt and tx- 
fori* do not probably nach exceed one half of what they 
were font years pal), 

port, 
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port} are inconceivable. Bells are founding; 
and veflTels parting, at all hours. Hlei of 
merchaSidize, and throngs of paflengers, fill 
all the avenues. It appears the mart oi 
exhauftleis plenty*, and the grand depofitary 
of Europe. The ftreets of Amfterdam are 
narrow and filthy — the whole city [nerccd 
by an infinity of canals, which cut each 
other in every poffible direftion, Tlifi 
Bourfe is convenient, and not inelegant. Tbt- 
Maifon de Ville, or Stadthoufe, is fpaciom 
and magnificent — encumbered flevertheleii 
with .fanciful ornameots, and ill-prcq»or* 
tinned in its feveral parts ; but the Icale ott 
which it is built is immenfe, arid the gene* 
ral etk€t ftupendoas. The churches art 
I'aifed after no very fuperior model, «nd ea* 
boaft of few attraftive ornament*. I en* 
tered three the fecond evening of our ftaj", 
wherefervice was performed; numerouscon- 
gregations hung attentive on the preacher'i 
accents, and zeal on the one part was ^tumi^ 
ed by cQrrefponding emotion <^ the othef. 

u 
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It requires no fnuU perfeverahce to 
run oyer the objefts moft deferving atttn- 
tion at Amflerdam. The untformitj'' of the 
ftreets, and the uacleannefs Incident to a 
crouded population, offend the eye, while 
the adion of the iun upon the ftagnant 
waters increafes in a high degree the dif- 
ficulties of being pleafed. 

Nothing can wear a more aukward ap* 
pearance than the carriages, the bodies of 
which are placed on low iledgra, and drawn 
by ofw horfe. The driver is on foot ; and 
in addition to the concern of the horfe, he 
is obliged to watch every movement of the 
fie^e, that the carriage may not be over- 
fet The origin of this cuftom is well 
knawn to be founded in the apprehenfion 
of danger to the houfes by the violence of 
wheel-carriages, and all xhejiacres are there- 
fore, by authority of the government, con- 
ftrufted upon fledges. Some few years 
paft, no four-wheel carriages were to be 
feeo. Later refinements have at length in- 
troduced 
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tr-oduced.'the[n> and this inelegant and ia- 
expeditlous mode, of vifiting and airing 
is abandoned to- perfons, whofe fortune 
or fr)4g^]it}r admit pot a more coAly equi- 
page. 

The bridge over the Atnftel isconAdered as- 
a choice vf^^eftt of antient archite^ure, and, 
is a great ornament to the river, which rolls 
beneath its arches. 

{ faw nothing beyond thefe, which merits 
a moment'-S'difculSon; and I h^ften from 
thofe fcenes of uncleanly afpe£t, this com- 
pound of villanous fniells, as Falftafi* would. 
call it, to one of the mpft charming, vifiona 
that ever feafted my eyes — ^where all. that 
prefeiUed itfelf gave birth to oppofitc fenfa* 
tions, and baniOied for a moment every ob- 
noxious image this city had excited. But 
I nu)ft referve this account for a fubfequent 
letter. Your nerves might fuffer by too fud* 
den. a tranfition« and fome interval may be 
neceflary to purify the channel of thofe 
ideas which have fo long dwelt upon pol- 
luted 
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luted obje^ The fceneS to which I Ibalt 

condua you, will rcpiy the pchancc of A 
fliort delay. They are curious, oa the fcore 
6f finguiaHty, if not upon the principle 
of tafte. They bead a neatnefs unexampled 
ia courts or palaces, and in a certun mode 
' fif ornament have no parallel in Europe^ 
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If N my laft I engaged to 'furnim you witli 
a relation of a little excurfion made intd 
North Holland, for the purpofe of vifiting 
the Tillage of Broek. It was early in the 
morning, that, curious to examine a place of 
which report had fpoten fo loudly, we en- 
tered a veflel for Buyk-floodt. This paflage 
took up an hour, and gave us a very grati- 
fying view of the fcenes which moft adorn 
Amfterdam. — Parting from the pbrt, we 
turned our eyes to contemplate the mighty 
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liiart of commerce we had quitted— tlie oB- 
jeifis were crouded, and the groupe fub- 
iime. 

The city appeared invefteld with nume- 
rous flotas, which reared their towering 
mafts, like fbreft-trees, into the air. All that 
offends the eye, and defornis the afpeO: of 
this celebrated- city, was obfcured and con- 
cealed by the more prominent objects *hifeH 
form its grandeur. The openinig fcetied of 
North Holland prefented a beautiful con- 
traft to the country behind. All was foft, 
ftill, and flourifhing— 'the houfes exhibited 
the appearance of cafe, affluence, and neat- 
nefs: the lands, highly cultured, difplayed 
the marks of laborious'indtiftry, and grow- 
ing fertility. 

From Buykfloodt, which is charmingly, 
(ituated, at an equal diftance &om Amfterr-- 
,dam and'Broek, we entered a fecond boat, 
which was to co'nvcy us to the latter — the 
canal ran along a moft pleafing country— 
the banks were occafiooally crowned by 

VOL. I. H fome 
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fome neat villa of private refidence, or fome 

beautiful readezvous of public refort. 

We wrere gradually prepared by the dif- . 
ferent cottages on the banks of this canal, 
for the fcenes to which our ardent curiofity 
tended. Broek at length caught our eye. 
It is a village of no great extent, fituate on 
the wefteru fide of the canal, and forming, 
the mofl: ravifhing landfcape. As we eyed 
it from the boat, it refembled a finiihed 
pi^ure, and appeared to exifl: only in ima- 
gination, or upon canvas* We landed with 
anxious curiofity, and purfued fome wind- 
ing-paths, in order to examine, with more 
minute attention, this enchanting vifion. 
Placed within the bofom of thefe furround- 
ing beauties, I fancied myfelf in that Ely- 
lium, which poets have defcribed, where all 
that meets the fenfes is creative of pleafur- 
able tranquillity. The houfes were painted 
with the moft vivid and varied colours. The 
windows were tranfparent as chryftal j and 
the tiles which roofed thele pure abodes, 
10 .adorned 
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adortied with varnifhed furfaceti, refledted 
a thoufand hues from the rays of a meri'- 
dian fun. The gardens were framed with 
Angular art and ingenuity, and were diftri- 
buted into the moft fanciful divifiona. 
Each feveral department exhibited a groupe. 
of fantaftic forme. The fhrubs, which had 
£bot their roots deep into the foil, were 
fculptured into all the forms of real and 
imaginary nature. Birds, beads, and rep* 
tiles of every defcription, were here con- 
gregated in peaceful union, as in the ark of 
old : all wore the fame livery, and derived 
their nutriment from the fame elements. 
The church, however, was excepted from 
the law of univerfal decoration. The only 
ornaments of this facred building were 
finifhcd fimplicity, and fpotlefs purity-c- 
happy emblems of thofe facrifices which 
alone adorn the altar of religious adoration. 
W.herever the eye could penetrate, or the 
feet could ftray, throughout thts fafcinating 
village, all was completely correfpondent. 
H 3 The 
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The areas which furrounded the houfes— 
the winding walks, alleys, and avenues^ wue- 
cqually correft. 

Nor is it alone exterior elegance to whicl* 
thefe people afpire — the infides of man-y 
houfes- are richly decorated, amd finifhed 
with the moftcoftly ornaments. "Weobtainedr 
admittance into one, and were afloniChed at 
the polifiied furfaccs which every article oS 
the moft minute defcription poflefTed. One 
apartment, which we entered, was paved" 
with fmall ^uare tiles, put together widi- - 
out any cement, and prefenting the moA 
pleafing afpei^. The furniture of a cham-' 
ber in the fame houfe was very fumptuousiy 
eompofed of filken ornaments, richly em-' 
broidered. This is, agreeably to antient 
prefcription, bequeathed from father to fon, 
and prefervcd as an ofFeying to Hymen. — 1 
&ch is the cullom of thefe Arcadian vil- 
lagers — from genieration togeneration.Thert 
is alfo a practice prevailing, here, common,^ 
I believe, to all the nati\'es,of North Hol- 
land: 
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land : To every houfc, of whatever quality, 
there is an artificial door, elevated near 
three feet above the level of the ground, 
and never opened but upon two occafions, 
"When any part of the family marries, the 
bride and bridegroom enter the houfe by 
♦his door ; and when either of the parties 
die, the'corpfe is carried out by the fame 
ddor. Immediately after the due ceremo- 
nies are performed ineitherof thofe cafes, 
this door is faftened up, never to turn on 
its hinges again, till fome new event of a 
fimilar nature demand its ferviccs. The ex- 
traordinary neatnefs which prevails through- 
out the whole is a prodigy. 

On a vifit which the late Emperor Jpfeph 
made to this village, he is faid to have ex- 
perienced the rigour of thofe injundions, 
which are laid upon all who view the 
Orphan Houfe ; and before he was ad- 
mitted to tread the facred floor, he conform- 
ed to the ceremony of taking off his fhoes. 
That care and attention may prefcrve the 
H 3 " feveral 
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feveral apartments in a Hate of internal 
neatnefs, is readily conceivable ; but that . 
the oiitfides of their houfes, roofs, and 
fronts, — their gravelled grounds, and open 
paths, ihould exhibit no marks of occafional 
violence, fliould betray no fymptoms injuri- 
ous to their fyftematic correflnefs, is a 
jnyftcry for which I cannot account. The 
natural allien of the elements— ^the blowi- 
ing ftorm, and the driving 'fliower, might 
well be deemed, too ftrong opponents of art 
and nature ; yet, expofed to all the vicit . 
fitudes of the feafons, not a veftige of injury 
could be traced. How patient muft be that 
afliduity, which watches thofe accidents, 
which imperceptibly repairs their ravages, 
and gives to thofe unexampled produc- 
tions of induftry, uniformity and perma- 
nence. 

I quitted this fingular fpot with re* 

luflance. As the barge moved flowly along, 

my eyes feafted upon the parting fairy 

landfcape. I could not govern my fenfa-, 

lions, 
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tions.— Did ever poet image aught fo fair? 

DreiDiDg ia whifpertng grovei, by the faoarfe brookf 

Or prophet, to whofe vifioa he&ven defcendt ! i 

The pidure gradually difappeared, as the 
colours faded, and was at length ravilh- 
cd from my fight. The vulgar fcenes 
of Amfterdam reduced my ideas to a lefs 
rapturous ftandard. Were I to meafure 
exiftence with the antediluvian antients^ I 
{hould pever he able to erafe thofe fcenes 
from my mind, nor entirely convince my- 
felf, that the whole was not a delightful illu- 
fion of the f?ncy. 



LETTER. XXII, 

T WAS fo iExtrcmely delighted with the 
little I iaw of NOrth Holland, that I 
could, with great pleafure, have penetrated 
farther J but our time did not admit of any 
extenfion of the tour. At a very ihort dif- 
H 4 ' tance 
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tanccfrom Broek lies Saardam, a village in 
many refpedls fimilar to that we vifited, but 
more particularly celebrated for the tem- 
porary refidence of the Czar Peter the 
Great, who fpent a confiderable time here ; 
and Teterjhoff^ or Peter's lioufe, is {hewn to 
the prefent day. We contented ourfelves 
with viewing it as we paffed, and quitted 
Amfterdam the following day. We con- 
tinued to travel by water, and the paflage 
between Amfterdam and Utrecht difpbyed ' 
a greater variety of fcenery, than we had 
yet met with in any part of Holland. The 
country wore a more fertile afpeft, and the 
bahks of the canal were covered with gar-!- 
dens. 

Utrecht is built very much upon the mo- 
del of the towns we had before feen. Its- 
public buildings poiTefB no particular- beauty. 
Its univerfity owes none of its celebrity to 
the magnificence of its ftruQures. The 
great towef of St. Martin is indeed ^ very 
noble rgmnant of antient art, The view 
from 
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from the fummit of this tower is very ex- 
tenfive. Near twenty cities may be difco- 
vered by the eye, within a very bounded 
fpace. I afcended the tower with great 
eagernefs, and was impatient to reach the 
point of obfervation. But, whea arrived at 
a certain height I took a furvey of the 
country^^my fituation was not perfedly to 
my fatisfaOiion : the ftone, mouldered by - 
the Bnger of time, and apparently loofened 
by decay, wore a tremendous afpeft. Hav- 
ing climbed within a few paces of the fumr" 
mit, I defcfinded, with a fober determination 
to take in future my views from feme lefs 
afpiring eminence, where, if I faw objeds 
to lefs advantage, I ihould alfo fee them 
with lefs trepidation. I took little pains to 
examine the town. It wore a very dull 
appearance, and was animated only by th« 
images it revived, of its political importance. 
This city was diftinguilhed in 1572, foe 
the union of the provinces, which was there 
formed. And the celebrated Congrefe of 



_ ,1,.™:,., Google 



io6 LETTER XXII. 

1712, has interwoven the name of Utrecht, 
with the hiftory of the greateft ftates in 
Europe. Duclos's Hiftorical Records of 
thofe Times, have fome particulars of a very 
interefting nature, refpeding the condua 
. of the Dutch in this Congrefs. One anec- 
dote related hy him, I will tranfcribe. Vil- 
lars, you recolle£l, had gained an important 
vi£tory over the allies at Dentin. The 
Dutch minifters ftill however prefumed, 
notwithftanding this difafter, and the ar- 
miftice concluded between England and ■ 
France, to talk in a ftyle of great haughti- 
nefs. But the Cardinal de Polignac arofe 
and filenced them, by declaring in a firm 
and decifive manner, that the period for 
haughty and imperious language was paft. 
" Meffrs." faid he, " les circonftances 
** font change'es — 11 faut changer du ton. 
" Nous traiterons chez vous, de vous, & 
** fans vous.'* 

From Utrecht we took cabriolets for Bois- 

k-duc, or, as the Dutch call it, Hertzogen- 

bofche. 
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bofche. This occupied a night, and part of 
the following day. The route we purfued 
is not very frequently travellec^. It gave us 
however an opportunity of feeing another 
part of the country. It was between ten 
and eleven o'clock when we reached the 
banks of the Leek, and the latenefs of the 
hour was pleaded as an excufe for not paf- 
fing the river ; fo we flept in oOr clothes till 
morning, and palTed the river at fun-rife. 
We then proceeded to Bommel, crofling 
that arm of the Rhine which hears the 
name of the Waal. 

From Bommel to Boie-le-duc, we had to 
encounter a road worfe than any yet feen, 
and which admoni£hed us momentarily to 
prepare for the chance of an overthrow. 
The country around was wretched, barren, 
and fwampy. After crofling the Maefe, we 
arrived fafe in the middle of the day at 
Bois-le-duc, where the carriage waited for 
us. It had been our plan, previous to com- 
mencing the expedition, to take this courfe, 
and 
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and iffue by Bois-le-duc, which formed a 
more extenfive tour than is ufually made. 
The cuftomary track is to quit Holland by 
■way of Gorcum and Breda, on which fide 
«he country is more fertile, and the roads 
infinitely better, than by the route we took;, 
and I knpw of no advantages which can be 
mentioned, to counterbalance thofe incon- 
veniences, except that of traverfing more 
extenfively the country, and making our- 
felves acquainted with fome of its worft 
parts. 

Bois-le-duc had nothing to attrad us ; 
.but for the purpofes of refrefhment, we der 
termined to continue there the day. We 
bad travelled very hard for a week paft, 
■and had feldom refted night or day. The 
inn at which we were lodged, offered us 
(Comfortable quarters, had we refolved to 
fpend a longer time ; bur, impatient to enter 
upon the preffing parts of our tour, we 
fettled every preliminary for our journey to 
Maeftricht, and held ourfclve!; in readinefs 
for an early departure. 
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'T^HE Dutch are univerfally celebrated for 
their attention to cleanlinefs; and ar~ 
ti/ice is not more proverbial of this nation, 
thaa ntatncfs. I 'bav« before remarked, 
how'well this obfervation is founded with 
refped to the villages : here, indeed, it pre- 
vaik in every poffible fliape, and. pervades 
' all ranks. No labour is. fpared to give or- 
nament^ and luftre to the meaneft cottage, 
nor- is it in the power of the painter to do 
more than juftice to thofe poliflied fcene«. 
But this extraordinary attention to neatnefs 
bas a nearer connexion with neceflity than 
choice. The moift exhalations which arife 
frpfli the fwampy foil they inhabit, would 
be an over-mateh for inferior induftry 5 
and- -without thofe repeated exertions, their 
bjC^lth and their property mud be defolated 
by 
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by their invariable foes. Damp and Mildew* 
"What was firfl: their irkfome duty, is now 
become their pleafure and their pride. 

Ill many houfea the beft chambers are 
kept conflantly doled. Suites of apart- 
ments are in many inftances referved for 
the fingle purpofe of oftentatious neatnefs, , 
while the rich pofleffor himfelf inhabits a 
garret, or a cellar. A Dutchman is not re- 
markable for perfonal cleanlinefs, and the, 
crachoir, of which they make fo general a 
ufe, demonftrates- that they have at leaft a 
fet of feelings not ftriftly in unifon with 
delicacy. 

It is univerfally remarked of this people, 
that they are knavifh and extortionate— 
their trading avarice would feem to render 
this charge not wholly undeferving of cre- 
dit. The extreme paifion for wealth which 
aduates them, and the credit attached to 
extended pofleffions, are not very favour- 
able to the cultivation of uncorrupt inte- 
grity. The mind abforbed in the adoration 

of 
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©f fuch an idol, is often found flipping : the 
darling purfuit will not fuffer check from 
flight obftacles, and the progrefs from one 
ftage of avarice to another, is imperceptibly 
rapid. The tender feelings of Iionour and 
honefty once repulfed, become lefs obtruflve 
in their monitions, til! at length the moll 
effential principles of morality are regarded 
as fhadowy diftin^tions. 

That fuch reafonings are ftriflly applica- 
ble to the Hollanders, I fhall neither pre- 
tend to affirm or deny. — Such is at leaft 
the turn of general opinion ; but I think, 
however, that juftice has not always been 
done to thofe laborious people. The charafler 
they may have merited in the great towns, 
and the moft notorious places of refort, is 
ill-applied to the hardy inhabitants of the 
humble cot : and a numerous clafs undoubt- 
edly exifts, who, fecluded from the crouded 
mart, have not yet become tindured with 
the national foible. Were 1 to pronounce 
iiponthcfe, agreeably to the experience I have 
had 
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had of fome, and the obfcrvation I madi 
upon others, I fhould rank them with the 
more meritorious part of mankind, over 
whom honefty, virtue, and conterit, maintain 
an equal inBuence. There was an expfef- 
fion in the countenance of thofe toiling vil- 
lagers, which difarmed fear in the moft pe- 
rilous fituation. 

When we entered the dark abode, after 
crofling the Biefboch, and found ourfelves 
furrounded with- men whofe language we ' 
could nor fpeak — the folitary and defert 
. fituation infpired alarm ; but a few mo- 
ments interview with thofe uncouth cot- 
tagers diftovered how groundlefs had' been 
fuch terrors. The language of nature fpake' 
in their looks the integrity of their hearts, 
and we pafled the evening with lefs depend- 
ence upon the arms we carried, than the un- 
fufpicious honefty we found. The little apart- 
ment which we occupied, exhibited a cir- 
cumftance rarely found in houfes appro- 
priated to the purpofes of a cabaret. In 
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.6ne corner of the chamber was a book^ ap- 
parently deftined for general ufe. One of 
our guides had taken up the volume, and 
■waa occupied great part of the night in 
ftudying its contents. CuHous to know the 
object of bis amufement, I intreated his per- 
miffion to view the book, and found that the 
lad was regaling. bimfelf with fcripture hif- 
tory, and though nearly exbaufted with the 
fiuigues of the voyage, he fpent great part 
of the night in reading the Bible. , 
. Our paflage between Leydcn and Haer- 
leito gave.me-an c^portunity of remarking 
another drcinnftance of iimilar report to 
.their religious charaden The.i^afler of the 
-Te0el had prepared his dinner, which con- 
fifted'of fome potatoes, boiled to a powder 
over the little fire-pan which kindled the 
pipes. He had placed his little difh upon 
a bench — when, taking up his hat^ he held 
it before bis eyes for fome moments ; and 
having confecrated by this a6k of devotion 
the proviHon before him, he devcAired it 
VOL. I. I without 
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xvithout apprehenfion or delay. I obferted 
his partner, who fucceeded him, perform the 
fame facred rite upon beginmng his timple 
meal. 

Tliofe circumftancea made medecide, that 
great refpeO: was paid to religious obliga- 
tions, fmce the prefence <^ ftrangers did not 
interrapt the order of duty. An equal cu- 
fiofity induced me to take up a book which 
lay open upon a table at the eabaret oa th« 
banks of the Maefe, of which I coi^fc I 
could not report fo favourably. The ba- 
lance, however, j&. ftands on the better 
ffde ; and if I were to draw any condw- 
fioDS from my own ob&rrations ib relatioa 
to reli^n and morals^' it would certainly 
-c6ntain an (nc&mium itpon , their ^^drttMv 
^bich I am willing to believe the Hol- 
,knders deferve in a higher degree than » 
confiftent with general opinion^ 
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'I'kMOW'not ahy thing which Striked i 
traveller mors, in (entering upon Holland^ 
than the nature and general face of the. 
country, prefied by the rifing oceant whofe 
mighty waves are elevated beyond the level 
of the land. It appears the country of artj 
wrefted by the induftry of its natives from 
the realms of Neptune, and guarded by eter- 
nal toils againft his irruptions. Nothing 
can fequal the impreffion excited by ft view 
bf the diftant wavesj whofe fwelUng furges 
feem ready to fwallow up landsj cities, and 
hamlets^ in prlmseval ruin. GoIdfmith*ft ac' 
curate pifture of this country recurred to 
my memory, as I meditated upon its mtra" 
bulous exiftence : 

To tten of other miliiit mr fitticy Slei, 
Enibolbin'd id the ittp, where HolUnd lit) i 
Mcihinkt her padeat &>nt before me bai, 
Whete the biW ocein leui agtiall ihe landi 
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And icduloni to ftop the coming tide. 
Lift the ull rampire'i uuiciwl pride {' 
Oawsrd, methiDki, ind diligcBtljr flow, 
Tbc firm compa^d bnlwwlc lefmi (O grow, 
SpMada its long srmi Antdft the watery nnr, 
Scoopi oat an empirr, and nfurps the fliore : 
Wlule the peat ocean, riling o'er tlie pile, 
Scei an amphibioDi world bcnciifa liira fmilCf 
Tke How cina), the jrellow-blbirom'd vale, . 
The willow tufted bank, the gliding fail. 
The cronded mart, the cnltivated plain, 
A new creaiioo— rcfcoed fion hiireign. 

It will oaturally be imagined, that a coun- 
try under fuch circumflances, can boatl 
little beauty. Flat, fwampy, and open, it 
exhibits no variety to the eye— the foil ap- 
pears coarfe, the prolpe&s dreary, and the 
atmofphere chilled, and impregnated with 
conftant exhalations. 

But if no pleafing varieties exift in the 
general afpe<3: of the country, a ftill greater 
urdformity appears in the beil and raoft po- 
pulous towns. Divided and fub-divided by 
an equal multiplicity of canals^pierced by 
ftreets, and crouded by buildings in the 
fame mercantile ftile cf taftelefs grandeur, 
they 
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ilrey afibrd only a perpetual repetttipn of 
the fame impreffion. The water, wfficB 
ufually contrSiuteB te variety, here ' adds to 
the uniformity, and la indeed its grand 
fource, conduced, as it invariably is, in 
thofe channels which beft fuit the purposes 
of- commodious navigation. Hie gardens 
tire only To for eftimablc, as they exhibit ac 
one period of the year a ftow of beautifiil 
lowers,' and f&rve to convince the traveller 
thdt vegetation aSaalfy exifit^ amidft the 
-pTofufioii of water, which overfpreads the 
face of the country. In all other refpe&s, 
the Dutch gardens are proverbially at vari- 
ance with every principle of tafte and-«le- 
;gaflct. -L.' ' 

'. I dwelt Wifti rapture on thofe whjck or- 
■namented the village of Broefc, becatife they 
pretended to no magnitude or flile.' They 
;were confiftent with every other pa^t of the 
fyflem, and contributed eifentialjy to the 
•decoration of that artificial' fcene. The^ 
jiad A merit Iq that fituatioBj which .>they 
■: u;' J. 3 : would 
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vould have ivanted in another, wben 
fpiy thing beyond neatnefs and fingidarity 
vrere attempted. But to examine thofe 
maogled grounds which coyer th« banks of 
their caoalfit '^'^^ which &T9 denominated 
^udens^ is' orjly to fee how &r depraved - 
taftc can extend, Nature is, la thofe rer 
giona, wholly out of repute. From (omt fe- 
crct fufpidons of her awk wirdnefe, they imr 
pofea.codi: of vegetative laws, agreeably to- 
■which it fliquld feem fhe mti/ff ad, and 9Pn- 
demn all dcTiations-from tt )ia inelegant 
luxuriances. Hence the {tuning knives, 
fuid a thoufand inftr^ments, are perpet;ualiy 
in hand to keep her id order. They think 
that trees ought to grow like animals:— iik« 
door-pofts-^like watts— or iti fhort like any 
thing but what they wer^ intended for, 
Hence you fee what thefe people call a 
gardep, is often a range of parapets, a firing 
of alleys, or a very menagerie. They feem to 
have found out the «rt of efieifling what 
t}ie eld«: &ge& thought impradicable, and 
I weakened 
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weakened my faith in that maxim of Ho-; 
racej which I before deemed univerfal : — 

. <'.K*t<iM{ii.fi>p'lU> fnrcf.. uneo of^ne Fcenrnt." 

A more eomplete viftory of art over na- 
ture never exifted. Proftrate, enchained, 
expiriog, the latter feems now to fubmit* 
Without a ftruggle to the tyranny of the for- 
mer, refolving to wage no longer a war 
upon fuch unequal terms. Moft of the 
gardens, I faw, led to thqfe reflexions : they 
were adorned with the trophies of vidlori-- 
ous art. Shaped into the fantaftic forms of 
dragons, griffins, or dolphins — the defpair- 
ing fhrubs feemed to meditate no further 
irregularities, but confDrmed their vigorous 
ihoots to thole arbitrary laws by whiclj 
they had ,been difciplincd, A garden^ 
tJjtglotfe^ is not without its imitators in 
Holland, yet almoft the whole country is 
'ftiy ovet-ruQ with thoie. Gothic devices. 
They are liillhejji in fec^et.^^elpe^S»■. and 
^cultivated with unwearied, attention. They 
14' are 
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are efteemed the predous monuments of 
ant'tent art — the invaluable bequefts of their 
induftrious anceftors, and the chi^ omi- 
ments of their country. 

There Is certainly a coiififtency in th|s 
prediledion : it is very much in chara<9;er 
with the air, the drefs, and the habits pf 
life, which thofe people cultivate in them- 
felvest Moulded perfonally on no principle 
of elegance, they borrow no improvements 
fi-om their drefles, which are equally at war 
with convenience and beayty, feature feemi 
to have h^wn theni with a rough chifeL 
and formed them upon a plan of bufinefs* 
All their p.urfuits be^tr reference to thf fame 
piinciple : taUp is induftripufly exclude^ 
from all their defigns, tp whatever they ap- 
ifily i and their buildings and gardens a^e 
not more grotefque ^d uncouth, than thor 
liabits and mannen. Any man, however, 
who fe^s the intenfeneft with which they 
purfue their plans of traffic^ will ceafe to 
Wonder \.\x9,\ (p wealthy a oa^pp fhould yet 
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be fo far removed from refinement. The 
elegancies of life have fcarcely a name ia 
their vernacular tongue ; the vortex of trade 
jngulphs all confiderations ; and wealth is 
fufficiently refpeftable, to atone for the ab- 
fenee of every other quality. Thefe maxims, 
which are here reverenced by all ranks, are 
fufficient to preclude the introduftion of 
thofe improvements which adorn fociety, 
and give-a luftre to ftates. It wbuld"indeed 
\)e a novel event in the hiftory of mankind, if 
?ny thing great in arts or refinements (hould 
arife from a nation, whofe fole talent is 
induftry, and whofe ruling paffion is thp 
Jove of gain. 



_,.,i,z<,i:,., Google 



C l^^ 3 



LETTER XXV. 

'T*BE kings of Spain, from the .time they 
became mafters of the mines of Mexi' 
CO and PerUi Have been conHdered as the 
calhiers of Europe ; and it was wieU laid by 
Boccalini, that Spain is to Europe, what the 
mouth is to the body, " tout y paffe, etriea 
n'y refte." However Holland may ftand 
in the fame predicament in one refped, it 
certainly differs very widely in the other, 
The Datch are at this moment the cafliiers 
of Europe^ and the bankers of every ftate j 
but with a policy peculiar to themfelves, 
they convert the weaknefles of other na- 
tions, into the inftruments of their pwn ag- 
grandizement. Their fpeculations are ufi*- 
ally formed upon folid principles j and 
though they appear to hazard much, they 
Seldom f^ilain lofs. So completely are they 
occupied 
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occupied by .the predominant concerns of 
pegotiadon, that they, appear . IndifFerent 
;ibout their goveramcut. Naturally they 
fixt ho{6y Heady, and enamoured of liberty^ 
Europe has whneSed their courage whea 
provoked* J^ew nations have entered the 
lifts of war with more relijGance, or quitte4 
them witb mpre. renown, A flight injury 
will not aroufe, nor a flight revenge appeafe 
thetn, Inveigled into treaties by hope of 
fear, qever by choice, they ufually relieve 
themfelves from fuch obligations. They 
hold them no farther Mnding, than their in- 
terell dilates, atid iiever fcniple to traffii; 
with the declared enemies of their allies — • 
provided it can be dope with fecrecy and 
/afety. Coniidering themfelves rather iq: 
the capacity of a commercial afl~ociation, 
than a ftate of Europe, they regard the ca^ 
bals of cabinets, and the revolutions of em- 
pires, wjth political indifference. Unambi- 
tious of thofe laurels for which monarchs 
jop often interrupt the peace of mankind, 
tl^ey 
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they calmly cultivate the arts of induftry, 
and fludy to fill their cofiers ; while king- 
doms, inflamed by trivial anlmolides, are 
exhaufting their treafurcs to equalize do- 
minion, and preferve the balance of power. 
' The fame phlegmatle inatttotion is appa- 
rent to the political movemeats which tak« 
place in the bofom of their o%h country. 
Conftttutionally averfe to monarchical au- 
thority, and inheriting from their anccftors 
a rooted attachment to republican govern- 
ment, they yet fubmit to forms which fha- 
dow forth a fubjeftion that their forefa- 
thers had blufhed to acknowledge. We 
were under the neceffity of wearing the 
orange cockade, throughout every part of 
Holland. AU ranks of people continue to 
wear this badge of princely authority. For- 
merly it marked the diftin^tion of parties— ^ 
at prefent it covers thofe divifions, famili- 
arizes thefetame defcendants of ^ b&rdy race 
to a yoke at which they lecretly revolt, and 
tends to eftablifli ihe authority of a power 
8 wljof$ 
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ivbofe exifteacc at one moment appeared 
equirocaK 

The reafonings which determine the 
Hollanders to fuch paHive meafures, are not 
founded on the extinction of antient pre- 
judices, or the forfeiture of original fpirit; 
but the inconveniences which would refult 
to tradt from an oppofition to the vidon- 
, «U8 power. The grand wheels and fpring* 
muft be for a period neglefled — revolutions 
would generate confufion, and arreft for a 
time the . tide of commerce : nor can plans 
of revolt be fuccefsfully fupported, without 
great expence of time, labour, and manu- 
fadures. 

It iff evident, that coalideratlons of this 
nature muft influence the Dutch to thek 
prefent condud, as they are by no means 
reconciled to the authority of the Stadt- 
holder. Perfonal iafety was pleaded as the 
reafon for afTumiDg thus univerfally this 
badge of fervitude, yet difcontents are nti- 
merous, aod the throne aS the Stadtfaolder 
appears 
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appears but ill-fecured. The governmeiif 
which exifts at this moment is certainly ill- 
fuited to the temper and genius of a people 
whofe reigning prejudice is an averfion to 
princes. It is a government, whofe parts 
do not well affimilate, and which nevet 
have accorded* The fuperaddition of an 
hereditary Prince to the pre-eftabliflied au-» 
thority of the ftate, has counterafted their 
antient labours— has deftroyed the unifor- 
mity, the purity, the correanefs of their re- 
' public, and opened a channel for political 
interference from the Powers of Europe. 
Louis the XIV. and XV. by turns, gave 
them a Stadtholder j and the late commo- 
tions, which fliook the Houfe of OrangCj 
were not viewed with political ihdifierence 
bythe Powers of Europe, 

What will be the iffue of thofe difcofl- 
tents, which, thyough quelled, are not com-- 
pofed, time can alone decide ; but certain it is^ 
that the temper of the Hollands is' not the 
moftplacable,northcmoft difpofed tofbrgiTC- 
nefs* 
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nefs. Princes are, in general, obnoxious to 
this people, who acknowledge no diftinc- 
tfons but thofe of property j and if a Hol- 
lander has ever imagined the reigning Prince 
tinftured with principles of tyranny— if he 
has at any period deleted him in defigns to 
aggrandize his own authorhy, and contract 
the public liberties, he will ever regard him 
with fufpicion, and no after-aSs can purge 
the mranory of this delinquency. 

Louis XV. experienced in this ftubborn 
people, the laffing cfFefts of firft impreC- 
fiions. Matter of Flanders, and in pofleffion 
of 35,000 Dutch prifoners, hepreflcd them 
to accept a peace, which their fituation 
would have rendered a more proper requeft 
on' their part ; but they obftinately- refufed « 
to attend to his offers. Impreffed with the 
i&^a/car of Louis XIV. in 1672, thejf could 
not confidcr a fucceflbr of the fame name^ as 
direfted of the fatne qucditiei. Deeming 
ttAX what a prince could offer, a republic 
Ihoald iK)t accept, they viewed with a fti- 
fpiciou» 
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ipicious eye all bis overtares— referring his 
mod fpecious declarations to artifice or ne^ 
ceflity, and deeming every effort to efie£l a 
conciliation, a fymptom of weaknefs, or a 
inare for their fedudion. 

Voltiure has remarked this coodud in 
the Dutch with his ufual animadoa : " L*ir- 
** ruption de Louis XIV. Se. Fanti^e 
" 1672, etcnent encore dans leurs cceurs, 
** et j*ofe dire que je me fuis ^per9u plus 
•* d*unc fois que leur efprit frappe de la 
** hauteur de Louis XIV. ne pouvant conce- 
" voir la modeiation de Louis XV. ils ne 

. " la crurent jamais fincere. On regardoit 
** toutes fes demarehes paciiiques, et tous fes 
** mfni^eraens, tantdt commedea preuves 

_ •• de fiubleffe, tant6t commes dos piegcs.** 
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f~r*H E journey from Bois-le-duc to MaeC- 
tncht was veiy laborious for the horfes, 
and very irkfome to ourfelves. The road 
continued to exhibit numberlefs dijEficuldes ; 
it was almoft the whole way compofed of a 
fandy foil,' ploughed into deep and danger- 
ous fuitows-; and we had tbe mortification 
to be dragged for two days, at a foot pace, 
over a country which w6re the moft defo- 
late afpeft. The only objects which rofe 
out of this barren foil were fome fcattered 
gibbets, which well aflbrted with the mur- 
derous face of the country. 

Our firft night was, however, paffed at a 
very pretty village, whofe name was fo 
guttural, that I could not divine how giany 
confonants went to the formation of it ; for 
you know, both in Dutch and FlemiQi lore, 
. a few vowels go a great way. I mxrit 
content myfelf, therefore, with felling yon, 
VOL. I. K that 
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that it. was about halfway between Bois-le- 
due and Macftricht-^ — was furrounded in it« 
immediate prccinda by fome charming vil- 
lage fcenery, and wore a very pi^urefque - 
appearance : and this will, I hope^ compen- 
fate for the omiilion of a hoarfe name, 
" quod verfu diccre non eft." 

Our fecond day's journey was equally 
forlorn, and equally difgufting, till our eyes 
caught the banks of the Meufe, and the 
lofty bulwarks of Maeftricht. It was fair- 
time when we entered it. All were drefled 
in their holiday attire — the ftreets were 
crowded with old and young, and the air 
was filled with the founds of mirth, inter- 
rupted by the diffbnant braying of trumpets. 
Wcfaw nothing in Maeftricht beyond the 
ordinary run of towns. Its fortifications 
are, indeed, pofTefled of immenfe ftrength, 
and exhibit an impregnable fyftem of de- 
fence. There is a cave into which the curi- 
ous fometimes venture i but the circum-. 
ftances accompanyiogit did not induce us to 
add to that number. 

Our' 
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(3ur next day was taken up in the journey 
irom Maeflricht to SpSj which gave us an 
opportunity of feeing Liege. I have before 
remarked, that Amfterdam was the moft 
uncleanly town I ever faw. I fliall now 
except Liege. I never could have imagined 
a town in fuch a fituation deformed by fo 
much fillhi The ftreets were paved, the . 
buildings faced, and the houfeis lined with 
dirt of the blackeft colouring. Inaddition 
to this) the whole town was in uproar. 
Huflare, with naked fabres, were ilationed 
at regular intervals throughout every ave-- 
nue of the tofvn ; and the favage counte- 
nances of thefe rude barbarians, were to be 
encountered at every ftep* The cathedral 
is noble, the bourfe fpacious and commodi- 
ous. We were not a little rejoiced to quit. 
this town in the afternoon, and I think we 
left behind us the aggregate of every thing- 
that is dark, tremendous, and o&enfive. 

Our route then lay upon a good pavie^ 

with no'inconfiderable hills, to Spa, and we 

entered this fmgular place in the dufk of 

K2 the 
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the evening The great charm of Spa coh- 
itfts in the blended fociety, which is there 
found from various motives. The couotiy 
is romantic, and the promenadts pteafant. 
The places of ufual refidence are emhofom- 
ed by hills c^ no great magnituJe, but 
whofe relative Htuatioa to the town gives a 
■ ptdiurefque air to the fpot. The fjdubnty of 
the fprings firll formed tfae importance of 
this place : but as mankind are oftencr af- 
Bi^ed with imaginary than real complaints, 
as the difotders of the fpirits are more nume^ 
rous than the maladies of the body. Spa is 
lefs in repute for its medicinal noftrums 
than its more potent attraftions — the hall- 
rooms^ the concerts, and the galas. 

If one may judge from the exorbitant 
charges here made, health is not purchafed 
Bpon moderate terms; and though the 
iprings gufh unbribed from the foil, their 
waters' do not continue to How with equat- 
Hberality. A, Spa refidence, of the fliorteft 
duration, is not made without confideraUe 
expence. Were a palace to be convertfed 
into 
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into a caravanfera, fcarcely would an higher 
price be fixed upon the apartments than is 
here demanded. Yet our kind landlords 
afliire us, that the price of our apartments 
mil increafe in, what appears to me, a geo- 
metric progreflion with the advancement of 
the feafbn. 

Oae would itnagiQe, that in a place which 
nature dcAiaed as an afylum for the fick, as 
a kltid of grand hofpttal of invalids,-' — wine 
would he a fuperfluous article, and fcarcely 
fetch any price. The contrary is the U£ti 
the affiiSxd jnultitude who crowd here, feem 
to fwaUow down— no doubt by the advice 
of their phyficians— larger potions of this fa- 
Tourite beverage than even of the pure an4 
unadulterated element : by which judici- 
ous medical arrangement, this place main- 
tuns its rqputation, as the grand continental 
mart, not only of health, but of feftivity 
aadpleafin-e. 



K3 
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•m yr ANKiNp have almoft uniformly coo- 
- verted neceffify into a virtue, and vrhat 
has been originally fubmitted to with reluc- 
tance has ufually terminated in choice. The 
fwampy foil of Holland, and the numerous 
nervous fevers which arofe from this cir- 
cumftance, gave birth to thofe black patches 
Vpon each temple, which, by the fuperfti> 
tion of antient times, were deemed fpecifics 
againfl nervous affedtions. Thefe are now 
become a part of the Putch dr«&. In vain 
does " La petite Jlollandoife" put on her 
broad orbicular bonnet, or coiff hcrfelf in 
uncouth luftre ; till the large black patches 
are afiixed, flie can exped .to make no 
conqueft. She may difplay her rounded 
ihoulder, and exhibit hcrflip-fliod heel; yet 
will 
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will her artillery prove inefFeflual without 
the aid of thefe proud ornaments. 

Something fimilar has taken place in the 

' numerous fprings and baths throughout 
Europe. . Accident difcovered their falubri- 
ous eifeds in remedying diforders, and re- 
ftoring fhattered conftitutions. Apufe- 
racnts are deemed neceffary to the diflipa- 
tion of that languor, which ill health and 
medicinal regimen are apt to engender. The 
colours of pleafure are never difplayed in 
vain. The votaries of amufement foon' 

• crowded to that ftandard, where the banners 

■ of their goddefs were exalted, and the em- 
pire thus became divided between the vale- 
tudinarian and the y6luptuary. 

This commerce is not without its advan^ 
tages. Doubtlefsthe aflbciated fupplicants of 
Efculapius had formed a ghaftly.band, and 

■ might have pafled a miferable^^awr in the 
fcwiiety of each other. . The pallid face, the 

.leaden eye, the hollow cheek, and the ema- 
ciated frame required the introduQion of 

■ K 4 fome 
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fame more cheerful countenances ; the com- 
mixture of thofe ia vrbom the tide of blood 
is not chilled by age, nor tainted by maUdy, 
would enliven the fcenes thus deformed, 
■and tend to accelerate the falutary effe^of 
the iprings. But toankind know no me- 
dium ; at prefent the rivulets of health are 
fwallowed i^ in the torr«nts of pleafure, 
the feverity of regimen relaxes into the 
luxury of debaudi, and the medicinal po-^ 
tion is fupplant«d by the Bacchanalian 
draught. Nor is thu all-!— the harpies of 
fortune are difpofed in every quarter of this 
Grcean Elyfium. The young and the ii^ 
cautious are inveigled by the Ipecions ap^ 
pearances of perfonal fplendor and titled 
confequence. Fortunes are thus commUted, 
not to the mercy of a card, or the chance of 
a dici-^^ut to the arti6ce of thofe, whofe fole 
talent is impofture, and whofe fole property 
is veiled in the funds of human weaknefs. 

The anecdotes which are here circulated, 

3n<l tfi^ eft^iuites h^« formed upon the ifliie 

of 
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of former feafons, render it more than pro- 
bable, that the raft influx of company in 
the prefent, will exiubit various revolutions 
of fortune in the gaming circle. Charmed, 
is I am, with the afpe^ of its hills, and the 
fame of its waters, I cannot but confider 
Spa. as firft amongA thofe places of general 
refort, which fwell the tide of human cor-- 
ruption. 1 cannot but believe, that more 
florals are debauch^ by the contagion of 
its vtoesy than nerves braced by the vigour 
of its-air ; and that more fortunes are ruin* 
«d by the fafdnation of its amufements, 
^laa ccHiftitutions rel^red by the lahibrity 
of Uu iprings. 
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PufTeldorr, May 2;, 1791,. 

-iTpHB man who travels for higher pur-r 
■ pofes than thofe of pleafure, will not 
make a long refidence at Spa. We left it 
after having beftowed a whole "week iipoa 
' contemplating its deferted fprings, and ftrol- 
Ung amongfl ' its filent promenades. I 
glanced on the Sunday over - the tablets 
which decorate the church ; and found, that 
fuperftttion has once enjoyed as great domi- 
nion here as pleafure now dpes. I could 
not forbear remarking one in particular, 
■which held out a variety of indulgences to 
the confreres of the holy facrament. One 
of thofe jgrants purported, that if any one of, 
this fraternity vifit the fick with the holy 
facrament j or, if indifpofed, write " Pater 
^* Nofter," and " Ave Maria," five times, he 
fiiall be entitled to indulgence for fixty days 
next 
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next enfuing. This appears a very reafon-r 
' ^le purclfiafe, and is, I imagine, the only 
article at Spa, which has not advanced ki 
price. Aix-la-ChapcUe finiffied our journey 
©f Monday. The road pafled for the greater 
part through a hilly country, and ill-an- 
nounced, by its vaft inequalities in the neigh- 
bourhood of Aix, the entrance to an afy-r 
lum of invalids. 

Aix is, indeed, a grand iniirmary; the 
baths are falubrious and convenient ; they 
are deemed highly reftorative of decayed 
- conftitutions ; and are, therefore, frequent- 
ed by numbers, whofe debaucheries have 
Scarcely left them the flrengthto complain. 
That quarter of the town in which the 
hotels iland, is alfo the fituation of the 
baths, and for the moft part, the refidence 
of the invalids. There is an air of vivacity 
in the fliops, the porticoes, and the aflembly 
rooms ; and the general exterior is not with- ' 
■out a pleafant and cheerful effeft. But'fo 
^any ghaftly figures are perpetually mov- 
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sng before you, wrapped in fedana, er 
crawling from feat to feat, that cbcerfubtefs 
a crolTed by a tboufand paiafut cmoticuia ; 
askd amufeineat in fuch a fcene wouM 
fcarcely hare upon me a better efled, thaa 
a dance in a duogeoD, or a concert in a 
' Jazaretta 

-The cathedral <^ this town ie a very 
noble moDument of antient times, and 
ftand« in high repute , ibr the regalia of 
Chu'lemagne, and other precious toys, 
which it is known to contain. The |;reat^ 
otriofity it had for me, was the groupe 9f 
vorfliippers, which was planted round one 
of its altars. An c4d Francifcan was con- 
ducting the religious ceremonies ; and the 
people, who were of various qu^dities and 
conditions, had thrown themfelves for the 
mofl; part into the attitude refembling a erofs. 
They extended their arms as they knelt, 
and preferved both thefe and their counte- ' 
nance immoveably fixed, — notwithftanding 
the interruptiofi they might be fuppcfed to 
cxpericncQ 
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experience from the paHing and repaying 
of ftrangcTG. An equal fervor of devotton 
[ve&nted itfelf at JuUers, to which we 
paffed in the evening of yefterday. The 
run was falling iacelTantly ; yet this did not 
deter a number of people from repairing to 
an altar erefled in the open ftreet, facing 
the window of our hotel, in order to per- 
fco-m their vefpers. For nearly an hour 
they fucceeded each other in thefe facrcd 

. ferrices, — kneeling upon the naked fton«, 
widiout the leait precaution, in contempt o£ 
the frowns of weather, or the fmilea of the 
rude fpeftatoF. 

I confeCs I feel rebuked, rather than di- 
verted, by fuch examples } nor can I with- 
hold my relpe^ &om thofe, who, after the 
way which we call fuperftition, fo fervently 
worikip the God of their fathers. We left 
Juliers this morning by fun-rife, and t^^ng 

. a bredcfall with an honeft German, three 

leagues on our way, obtained from bim in- 

Arudions for our route ; and having crofled 

the 
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the RhinCi in face of Dufleldorf, fiad oUr^i 
felves agreeably accommodated hy the good 
offices of Zimmerman^ at the Hotel de Deus 

Fonts. 
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Miy 26, tjsi- 

Y KtJow riot how others may feel, but t 
muft confefs very little pleafure is by 
me derivable from xhtfoHtary contemplation 
, of works of att. When the eye has feafted 
upon the charming tints of a captivating 
pidure, and is called to gaze upon othel's in 
fucceffion, — it appears as though fome dif- 
cuflion of the firO:, arid fome communica* 
tion upon its excellencies were indilpenfa-' 
ble. Such at leafl was the temper of my 
inind in .viewing the gallery of Dufleldorf ; 
and as we are now houfed under the roof 
of an honeft poft-mafter, five leagues on ouf 
way to Cologne, I am impatient to difclofe 
3 t« 
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to you the impreffions I received from tha 
itivaluable colle^ion that place contaihs. 

You muft not expert as yet much feiencc 
in my defcriptions ; fof I hav? not yet 
learnt the technical phraftolpgy. From fom% 
motive which has efcaped me, I chofe to ' 
invert the ufual order of obfervation, and 
intreated to fee the chamber of Rubens fiirft. 
The three principal paintings in this depart-; 
ment were the Adoration of the Shepherds, 
theDeath of Seneca, and the Laft Judgment. 
In the firft of thefe the cpuntenance of the 
Virgin was wonderfully expreffive of folem- 
nity and joy — the looks of the fhepherds 
offurprize and congratulation. TheDeath 
of Seneca made me ftiiidder. Of the Laft 
Judgment, I ought to fpeak in raptures, but 
fliall refer you to thofe, whofe optics are 
better qualified to do juftice to this vaft and 
fuWime groupe. 

The fecond chamber was that of Vander- 
Werf. The paintings of this mafter, whofe 
poliflied pencil defies the ftnianefs ofcrltl- - 
cifm, 
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eifin, prefent little that can move the heart, 
I gave him but a fliort trial, and haftened 
to the third, or Italian chamber. Where 
Raphael formed his gay and youthful idea 
•f St. John the Baptift, I know not,-^biie 
I fhould rather have expefted to find this 
great preacher of repentance in the Hermit 
<^ Salvator Rofa, which hangs In the fame 
apartment. 

Two admirable produfiions of Carlo 
Doici, of very different char»aer8, fliared 
soy next attention. The firft prefented our 
Saviour bearing his crofs. I was particu- 
larly ftruck with the delicacy of execution 
in the livid hue, which the burden of a 
crofs, and the anguifh of a crown of thorns 
muft naturally induce. The fecond was a 
St. Agnes the Martyr, in whofe counte- 
nance the painter had contrived to intro- 
duce fuch touches of fweetneis, that I could 
have gazed upon it fca- ever. 

Two paintings of Schalken interefted me 

greatly. The firft reprefented " la lumiere 

** vraiement 
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*Vvrai«mentft>uffld«," or" the candle aftually 
" bldwn out*" This is one of the pleafaut- 
eH things I ever faw. A girl, is pidured as 
holding in her hand a lighted candle, which . 
a boy endeavours to blow out, and flie— 
by a counter-adion of breath-7-to recover. 
The toy's lungs are, hbv^ever, too ftrong 
for the girl's refiflance : he gives a fteady 
blafl. and the candle is feen upon the point 
of loting its flame. All thefe circumftances 
and efFeds, with the correfponding fludua- 
tions of light and Aade, are rendered with 
inimitable accuracy.. 

The fecond of this mafter was of a more 
feripus deft^ription,, and reprefented. ** the 
'* wife and fpoliflx virgins." The painter 
h^s^chofen the. moment, when the call is 
)ieard of, " Behold the Bridegroom cometfa ! 
" Go ye out "to meechim." — The wife vir- 
gins are dgfcribed, as obeying with promp- 
titude the fummons ; their countenances 
wear the air of confidence, and fpeak the 
language of preparatioti. Their lamps are 

Vol. I. L trimmed. 
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trimmedf the lights are brilUaat, vtd.ibcf 
appear to have heard the. fudden caU with- 
out fear or fuifptize. On the other hand, a 
greater fccne ofcorifufion and -derangemi^nt^ 
cannot be imagined, than that in which the 
fpolifli virgins are found. Their air is that 
of perfons p^rple^ccd and difconcerted :'foih* 
of .their tamps- are already out, in othals the 
light is expiring. They are bufied in fruit* 
lefs endeavoure to prcferve the fading, or 
rekindle the extinguished flame. The agita- 
tion, *rith which tliey fupplicate a fupply of 
oil from their wifer companions, is exti'eme. 
Thoie' latter regard their ill-tinieti pdtitiona 
vrith'Iooks expre^ve of aftoni&ment at 
their improvidence, and inability to fupply 
them. This is furely a mafter-pieoe of 
painting for the artfii} difpoHtion of lights, 
and the ftroog- delineation of ctrcnmlbince 
and chacafter. 

■ The beauCeotts groope of the Holy Fa- 
mi)^ by Raphael, came unfortQnately too 
iate to'produce its pcrfcfi efie^ Scha&en 
I bad 
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hid full poiTeflion of me, — aod while dilig^t 
to fludy the ch^er lights oi that perfe^ 
maflrerj th6 £a£he8 of the Dutcbinan danced 
lik^ a meteor before my eyes. Such is tb« 
influence of firft imprefljoos on future 
l^bits ; and— to indulge a itraofi^t morM 
refiedion-^be has iU findied Hf6 and uatur6« 
who ihall think it indifierent, which of two 
oppofiog inrinciples fltall hare beta theT&j^ 
inculcated. 



LETTER XXX. 

Cobleatz, Afi; 30, ly^i^ 

>piOLOGN£ was the firft town we en- 
tered after leaving the poft-Koufe from 
which I laft wrote. It is a vaj antient and 
dignified city. The Romans knew it by die 
diftinftion of Colonia Agrippina j and it has 
h&tti befieged and plundered as often as its 
rtnfc and dignity demanded. WoiiM you 
Wilh for mort honours f It is an Hanfe 
L 2 town, 
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town, poffeflesan univerfity, boafts an arcfi-*. 
bifliopric, 1 principality, »od «' tlrtwfaiul 
other imporUat appendages. . The city ia of 
wide extent ; its churches are nuioerous^and 
fplendid,its for tiBeadooB ftrongj.aAd its inha- 
Bitaots dnl and oUigiog.: Vpu .will, by this 
time, aiTuredly allow,-that 1 . hfi.Y«-Qot made 
a bad ule of my time, in learnihig fo much 
of the hlftory and manner^ of a.towti, m 
which I paffed^ar hours. i 

Before we entered Cologne, we had ta 
pafs the Rhine. Ourfelves and equipage 
were embarked in a 'large /erryrboat, and 
quickly whirled acrofs. The inn, where we 
flopped, abounded in German barons and 
French cotrnts : a peep at the cathedral, 
fti^d a ftroU about the fireits, Vere all'^e 
a^iuat {^iemtions I had -eppbrtuahy :to 
make.' ' :■ . ■■.'.:: , '..■ 

We:pafffd the night, and^a conCdcraWc 

p6rtion of thfe following day at Ewn; 

!Gvhicb, in ,refpe6:of Htuat^u, far furpailes 

Cologne. Th<p4laceiof theEleftor conv 

mands 
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mands a very fine landfcape of mcwnt^'n- 
uus country, and, at the time I entered the 
gardens, a groups of velvet fuits— retire^ ■ 
from theifnna: of the drawing- rooiw— were 
cooKng themfelves with z promencdt. ■ I at- ' 
tended the mummery of the cathedral— <i 
mixed emotion of indignation and refpcft 
poflefled me j and I knew not whether moft 
to defpifc the abfurdity of the worftiip, or 
admire the devotion of the worfhippers- 

The village where we palfedlaft nigbt 
Is called Remangen, between four and five 
leagues diftant from Bonn. TIk country 
now begins to wear an interefting appear- 
ahce, and the road which conducted us 
from Bonn to Remangen was diftibguiflied 
by beauties of a peculiar nature— mountains 
on the' one hand clothed with vineyards, 
the Rhine flowing in filenc majefty on the 
other. 

The approach to Remangen was marked 

with drcumftances of fingnlar (ublimity. 

The road paffed under a rock, upon whofc 

L3 bofom 
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IgrfopijtPere thrown, as it were m rude con- 
innon, houfes and vineyards ; and from 
^whofe ihady ftunmit glittered the fpire of a 
church. "Hiis mafs of rock over-arched the 
j'oad, which was here very narrow ^ and the 
^h9le appeared to projed in formidable 
magnificence over the Rhine that rolled be? 
low. ; I ftrolled in the evening over ihefc 
pifturefque fcenes; and, feated upon tjie 
heights, was charmed with the landfcape 
foftened by the laft tints of the fettiog fun, 
and the harmony of three ruftic voices, 
which . fung a trio upon the rocks iielow- 
me— a pradice very frequent among the 
Germans. 

We l^t Remangen the esfuing morning, 
<and pa^ed through a continuation of that 
fcen^y I have defcribed, hvX (lill improving 
in- beauty. The moimtaios to our right 
were of confiderable magnitude, and fiiaped 
in variotje forms ; yet all appeared in an 
high ftate of fertility and culture. Ander- 
nach, where we breakfafted, is a curious 
remnant 
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remnant of antient llrength. It Vi^^i^ 
rounded by" ramparts mounted with ^^ 
■vert way, by which one can make the ™P?S*# 
of the whedc jrfacay and :view from a fuf- -^f^ 
ficient eminence the houfes beneath. I ^ ^\ 
know-not thehiftory of this place, but judge, 1y {\f, 
from the magnitude of its fortifications, that ^ 
it has once been of confiderable note, and 
not unfrequently the feat of war. My mind 
wras occupied by ferious reflexions, when I 
trod among its ruins, and counted its dila- 
pidated towers. " And fuch, faid I, is hu- 
" man grandeur, and fuch the boaded 
** monuments of arms and heroifm-!— "*I had 
continued my revetie, but the crack of th$ 
whip announced the moment of departure ; 
and I was dragged in fullen tileace to th? 
place from wUch I now write. 



t4 
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Mtyence, Jur.e a, 1791^ 

C I T u AT E D at the confluence pf the Rhinq 
and Mofelle, and flanl^ed with mouci- 
tains overfpread with Ihrubs and ruins, Cob- 
lentz prefents a very charming pidture tq 
the traveller's eye? I haye kept a tqlerabl^ 
|ook-out upon the countenances of the fairi 
fex as I afccncted the Rhine, and havq 
found their beauty upon the i^creafe as I 
advanced into th? country. 

The drefles of the men are ftiff, for- 
mal, gothic. It is trply ridiculous to look 
from the window , upon the bag- wigs, 
fwords, and chapeau^-bras that pafs. I told 
you above of roountaias and Tuins that en- 
tered into the fcenery of Coblent? j but 
crofljng the Rhin^ tP the oppofite vine-r 

7^4h 
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yards, the fairy vifiODs'fa3ed, theo6jefl:s 
grew lefs intereiting in proportion us tbey 
were more nearly viewed ; and my difficult- 
ties increa&di when I had flattered myl^ 
with the idea i of conquering them. After 
encountering much heat and fatigue, I re?- 
Tinquiflied. my projed, aod retired to my 
old ftation. Thusj like the greater part of 
human profpe£la, thefe diftant delights ap- 
peargd to advantage only in the expe^la- 
jiop. 

There are two evils in travelling, for 
which a man muft prepare himfelf with 
fortitude, — a change of language, and of 
poppeyr This latfer is extremely perplex- 
ing ii) runnipg through the different Elec- 
torates apd Principalities. Every tranfitioa 
pf half 9 dozen leagues has introduced us to 
a people — not indeed of a different fpeech— 
^ut of a di^erent coin ; and it would re- 
quire profound {kill in calculation to pafs 
without detricrient from Duffeldorf to May- 
ence. 

I have 
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I have viewed the town of .Coblfint;^, and 
read its hHloiy ; but as the firft has furniih- 
«d nc' with aothit^ extra(»dukazy, and the 
'fecond would prefeotito. yofi- iootfaiog io^ 
terefting — I ihalt neither aokufe you With the 
Acaifiveinent of its ftreets, or the detail of 
its ixxrolmionsj-iftudiotu to avoid (though 
«ct aljways with liiocefs) the foible of thofe 
ttavcHers, Who, in the hope of giving im- 
■poTtanct to their temporary journals, forget 
themfelves into hiftorians — while the rea- 
der is left to.mtirmur at being introduced 
to a people, not of modem, but of antient 
manners. 

In the room, then,of erudite intelligence, 
I (hall . relate to you two grievous evils, 
which we experienced at Coblentj, — in the 
extortion of cur landlord, and the defertion 
of our coachman. The 6rfl: is an old and 
uninterefting complaiilt, the latter has fome» 
thing more of novelty and importance. Our 
coachman — he," alas ! I mean, who once oc- 
cupied the office — was known at Bruflels, 
his 
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-bis njitive town,- by the pame pf AHtoine: 
;ill our, ititercour^ With him ^iicQTere.d kv( 
<iTiic/auity and ot)e virtue, ■'^^ i^% fi*.^ 
obfiinacy — his virtue unt^^rjal l^f^am^ -j^^ 
obfUi^cy was cool, phlegm^Uc^^^pdiayipr 
cible.' It Ibewed itCelf Ip a ftrJ^^acUk^^t)^^ 
to firft habits ; and, in defiaa^i; of a4vi(^ 
and remonftrance, he to the lall continued 
to carry his long green whip like a weeping 
willow hending Iblesinty over -his right 
Jhoulder. 

But juflice tnuft be done to his virtue. 
As an univerial linguift, he feryed us for 
guide, interpreter, catefer — and in fhor^, 'xq. 
every poflible way of mediation. Such 
>rere the powers of his tongue, that he ■ 
would argue with equal volubility in Dutch, 
Flemiih, French, or German. He turned 
reftive at Coblentz, where he feemed to 
have found a focjety he approved ; and 
fpldiog his arms, when fummoned to .his 
duty, peremptorily ycfufed iw the further 
j^rylce^ pf his whip^ and his topgue. , 

Thus 
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Thus dlfappointed, wc continued our 
route, not without difficulty, to this place. 
We were amufed, as we palTed, with the 
varying views of a very fine country, vifit- 
ed fome hot fprings in our way, and arrived 
without accident before Mayence at the 
elofe of yeftcrday. 



LETTER XXXII. 

Spirt, June 4, 1791. 

ii^A YENCE, or, as^it 18 filled in German 
* "*■ orthography, Mentz, is a very fine 
town. The approach to it from the bridge 
of boats here thrown acrofs the Rhine is 
ftrikingly beautiful. It poflefles a very no- 
ble quay, extending along the banks of the 
river ; and is rendered, by its fortifications, 
capable of a ftrong defence. 

The day after our arrival was the feftival 
of the Afcenfion, and I attended the celebra- 
tion of high mafs at one of the principal 
churches. 
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cliurches. It was a grand folemnityt ac- 
compaakd with very excellent mufic, and 
the aqcKence very crowded. I was parti-' 
cularly Ihuck with the beautiful, cquntc- 
iMQCfS of a long range of children, who at- 
tepded the perfonnance. But what has 
furprized and diverted me, at this and Tome 
other towns through which we have lately 
pafTed, is, that boys eight or nine years of 
age walk the ftreets with queues literally 
reachinghatf way down their legs. 

The take d'hote where we dined wa» 
attended by a very brilliant circle of officers 
and Abb^s. The latter appeared of more 
than, ordinary confequence, were drefled in 
very ihowy Aiits, and wore half a dozea 
ftars, crofles, &c. Their hands were wrap- 
ped up in very wide ruffles, and their pro- 
feflion was only to be tiftced in the Ihort- 
nefs of their hair. 

I have often been led to remark the very 
ftriking fuperiority in accommodation, 
which a ftrahger finds in a French fociety. 



'i 
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above that of every other nation. By Vrhiit' 
CVfet name it be i:aWedi and from whatever 
caufe-it proceed, the atteotioii of a Frentit- 
nian to the embarraffment-of a- ftranger is 
ifonderfui. I have witneffed on many oc* 
cafions the exercife of this difpofitiori. At 
a Dutch table d'hftte, one finds the reverft 
of this. Bdfinefs fwallows' up all. The 
concerns of the change, the rate of mer- 
diandite, the rife and fall of the flocks, are 
the objeds which take place of every con- 
fideration ; and leave them neither leifure 
nor inclination to confultthe eafe, or relieve 
the embarrafTmcnt of'a ftranger. One is 
but little bettered at a German table : them- 
Jelves are the parties whom they are anxi- 
ous to oblige, and ilieir attentions zxt ex- 
cited to provide in the heft manner for their 
own entertainment. I ihall not draw'the 
comparifon between either of thefe, and 
what prevails at our public tables in Eng- 
land, lefl my national vanity fhoilld be 
humbled by the conclufion. 

4 t' was 
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. I wu hot at a lofs to account fer fhe 
haateurofthe ecclefiaAics in this town^ as 
the chapter is compofedof digoified ct^a^ 
raderftiJHidno man can become & atnoh,t^ 
he has proved hlmfelf aOble four g9n«rftftQ|i$ 
def^. The maea diank.here were exaidd- 
it}g)y gsiod. : The richeft vmeyarda aro.to 
bfe IcHjnii.ii]. the tieighbouchood ; and <Ha- 
cham, which has given name to. the Hock, 
is at ho, great diftance from. Mintfe.' , 

We employed the ciofe of the day ii» 
making a jquraey offour leagues to Oppea-' 
beim, a town no longer of confequence. It 
ftands clofe upon the Rhine, and is fur-* 
rounded with fcenery of no ordinary beauty. 
We pafled our night here, atid advaneett 
the followipg day through Worms to Maa^ 
hdm. You will not expert me to defcribe 
with ipinutenefs a town where I only took 
a breakfaft. I fliall content myfelf, there^ 
fore, with faying, that Worms is a pleafant 
town^ fituated about five leagues from 
Mentz. As to its antient hiflory, you will 
find 
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find it more celebrated in ecclefiaftical thka 
dvil records. Within this town, that in- 
trepid champion of reformation, Martin 
£.uther| made his celebrated defence before 
the flafes of the empire. 

■ Our entrance into Manheim was ■ ob- 
ftrtifted by fome , military formalities, atid 
the treatment we received indicated much 
feverity and vigilance. I was very much 
ftruck with the beauty of Manheim, .whofe 
appearance eclipCeSj indeed, ill the towns I 
have feen upon the Rhine. ' On entering 
the ftreets, we could difcover little befides 
French officers ftroliing arm in arm, bear- 
ing the white cockade. We very foon 
learnt, that this place is the rendezvous of 
the emigrants ; that here they are fuffered 
to poflefs, not only an afylum againft dan- 
ger, but a narfery of vengeance; that here 
they are indulged with a particular fpecies 
of protedion and countenance ; and that 
hopes the moft ianguine are by them en- 
tertained of recovering their forfeited do- 
mains^ 



DolizodbyGoOgle 



t E t T E R XXSII. . i6i 

toains, and bumbling in tbeir turn thofe by 
whom they have been humbled. All the 
inns were crouded with thofe dignified Re- 
fugees j.fand the day after our arrival, great 
preparations were making to receive the 
Comie d*Artois. 

I could not..but reflet, when I faw them 
a{]kmbled.on the parade^ and confidered the 
impoffibility of their retunjj-^how ftrlldngly 
public juftice is executed upon them, as a 
body, in their profcription. A .century paft, 
Germany received into its hofpitable bofom, 
Froteftants, exiled by the aaceftors of thofe 
who are now paying the forfeit of ancieift 
oppreiEons, So true is itj that the ways of 
Providence arc filled with equity ; -and the 
revolutions of empires . refolve themfelves 
into fo many difpenfations of retributive 

juftice. 
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Straflxwg, JaM7. lygt. 
T T o L D- you lax my taft, that tiie difcipHne 
of Manhelm appeared Teiy (trid ; and I 
found npon enquiry, that regulations of 
great fererity were enforced. I was cau-> 
ttoned, by die waiter at our inn, when pro^ 
ceding ttt' walk with my fnmrd-fiici^ VQi 
dilarm myfelf Iiefore I left the room ; as or^ 
ders die moft rigoroua had been ifiiied on 
that iubje^. I muft refio* you, for parti- 
culars of this beautiful town, to thofe who^ 
have ieen more of it ; and yoU' vrill not have 
any great difficulty in finding deicriptions^ 
of its palace».its gallery, its iquares, and ita^ 
fortifications. I pafled but a day here, anct 
Jlept at Spire the following ereniog. Tlierfr' 
is nothing very remiurkable in Spire, es^- 
ccpting; 
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i£bpfing Ufi reniote Antiquity. It Hands 
About Cii. leagues from Manheim. 

The following thorning, we entered the 
proTince of Alface. This was announced 
to us by an OfRce of the ciifiomSj beaj-ing 
the infcription of " Bureau National,*' and 
fuperfcrfbed " La toi et Le Roi." "We 
trere commanded to halt, and the Officers 
iiilpefted all our luggage. We were happy 
t6 be informed^ that this is the fole incon- 
■vetiiehde of this nature we fliall expeiience 
till we quit tbe kingdom. This, thereforej 
is oiie of thofe improvements in the police 
of the country, for which we ftand indebted 
to the wifdom of its Reformers. The re- 
coUeSion of what we experienced ih Flan- 
ders, and of what was praaifed- in France 
under the eld fyfterti, difpofed us to wifli all 
poffibie ptofpcrity to the new Government. 

Pafling the wood, which conduds to the 
toVrn of LatJterbourg, we were incommod- 
ed with a Aeep and hot fend, and purfued 
by flies of ztx extraordinary magnitude. I 
M 2 was 
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was amufed with the very fudden change 
which I difcovered ia the appearance, the 
drefs, and the 2,\t of the inhabitants, in paf- 
fing from the head-quarters o£ Ariftocracy. 
The people all wear, without exception, 
the national cockade ; and each town has 
its Cards ifationale, I never" faw people 
more at their eafe. They appear not yet 
to have recovered from thofe paroxyfms of 
tranfport,' into which, the Revolution firft. 
threw them ; and they are frolicking with- 
out apprehenfion, at a time when the exiled 
noblefle are plotting fchemes for their de-^ 
ftruif^ion, at the diftance of half a dozen 
leagues from their frontieri 

The town of Lauterbourg was enlivened 
by the notes of military mufic j and the po- 
pular air of " Ca ira" refounded in every 
fo-eet. The wine in this town was delici- 
ous, and appeared more abundant than we 
bad yet feen it. We rofe at an early hour, 
and made a journey of twelve leagues, 
Virhich brought us to Strasbourg. The heat.- 
contlaued 



LllulllzcduyCopglC 



LETTER XXXIH. 165 

continued to peiTecute us all this day, but 
we found relief by bathing in the Rhine. 

Our entrance into Strafbdurg' was ob- 
ftruAed for a (hort time by the demand of 
a paflport. Againft this We flood but with 
ibme violence^ perceiving the objetfl of the 
officer was to obtain a fee, and were at 
length Tidorious. So difficult is it for the 
wifeft and beft regulations to defeat, in every 
in^nce, the attempts of corruption. The 
hcavings of fubdued oppreffion will occa- 
fion fome temporary interruption ; but 
truth, juftice, and order will finally triumph. 
I have, I believe, omitted in its place to 
mention, that our route from Coblcntz was 
obftrii3ed by a long i-eligious proceffion. 
A very large Crofs was terne at the head of 
tfaofe devoteesi' priefts iti'farpHccsfucceed- 
ed; and a proniifcu6us''throrig of men, 
women, and children brttught up th? rear. 
They chaunted— ^as the piWcffiOri moved— ' 
vMious fervices ; and produced a very 
agreeable, harmony. . We had fome dif- 
M 3 ficulty 
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ficulty to pals them ; aad fboa cnoQuateredt 
a fecond fett, who were defcending the hilt 
to iqeet them, and cbaubting their mating 
with the fame miifipal folempity. The pi&> 
tfirefque fcenes throqgh which wc were 
paffiag, received ad iatereftiag colquringj 
from thofe ^eremome^ of fuperftltious deTo-» 

tloD. 

My mind Ib, indeed, full of the varied 
imagery, which a rapid moremeat through 
fuch an extent of country has introduced^ 
I have a thoufand pidures continually be? 
fore me, of lofty mountains and level plains, 
of craggy rocks and cultured fields} hut the 
fucceiEofi has been fo quick, that I can hardi* 
ly review them with dlfUn^aeft. YPH l^iU 
]iave much to fuf^ly, as you trayet with 
me, from the hiftories of thofe whp have 
jgone before. SiKh pbfervations as circum- 
' fiances fuggeft, fttall be duly regiftered as ( 
pafsi and (q much Ihall be recorded fqr yqur 
entertainment, as the current of thought 
m^y at th^t piomei^t fqpply j but I pretend tp 
^qfwfF 
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ahfwer for no higher amufement than can 
be found In the imperfed colourings of a 
rapid pencil — faithful rather to the idea im- 
prefledj than to the fuhje£t which may ^to . 
it birth. 



I, E T T E R XXXIV. 

fialle, Jane lo, 1791. 

VT/HAT a Aupendous event is this Rero* 
* ' lution ! The evil which has baffled 
ages of refiftance, and which feemed to 
know no limits of duration, has in a mo- 
ment vaniihedt Surely, it is an intereftlng 
light to contemplate upon the fpot, thofe 
changes which have ^ken place upon a 
people, bound in the chain of intmemorial 
tyranny. There is fomething fo novel in 
the phrafeology ^ow employed, that thevery 
language feems animated by the Revolution- 
ary fpirit. I*iberty,Law, Conftilution, Rights 
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of men, are terms indeed ,of po new crea-* 
pon ; b^t they had flept for ever in the ca-. 
tinpts of the learned* if the event — rnow the 
fubje^t pf uniyerfal celebration— rhad not 
awakened them into life and a^ion. 

I told you in my laft, that we entered 
Strafbourg on the evening of the 6th. Thp 
following morning I amufed myfelf ip exa- 
mining the different-parts of the town. You 
have heard fufficiently of the Cathedral, its 
brazen gates, its ftupendous tower, its^on- 
derful clock, &c. On tbofe fubjefls .np- 
thing can be .added ; but the temper of tlie 
people has affumed a new feature ; and thofe. 
. long converfant with the country, are alone 
competent to tell, — how great are the changes 
which have been introduced into the man- 
ners, the fcntiments, and converfatiQn of the 
French* ' 

For myfeif, who have not had that ad- 
vantage, — I find it tolerably fupplicd by the 
intercourfe I held with the Emigrants at 
Bruffels, upon whom no change whatever 
had 
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had paffed, except a tranfient chagrin, which 
yielded to the firft occafion of merriment. 
I find a very ftriking contraft between the 
manners of the Revolutionifts and theArifto- 
crats. The turn of polhlcs which the firtt 
have adopted has eonfolidated very greatly 
(heir natural vivacity, and reduced the buoy- 
ancy of thpir former levities to an agreeable 
humour. 

All is political at Stralbourg. The cor- 
H^i of every ftteet. is covered with Program- 
mas, and ihe walls of every church deco- 
rated with Proclamations and Decrees. The 
greatef^art of the latter, advertife the fale 
of the national effeias. It is very gratify- 
ing to fee, how rationally the language of 
the Preamble is worded; and what juft mo- 
difications' of exprelfion now convey the 
fanflion of royal authority i " Louis XVL 
» par la grace de Cieu^et la loi conftitu- 
" tionelle de I'e'tat, Roi de Franfois, faint. 
" L'Aflemblee Nationale a decrete'e, et nous 

" voulons et ordounons," 5fc. O Spirit 

of Louis XIV! what a contrail docs this 
prefent 
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prefcnt to the ancient form of the Royal 
decree ; and what a complete reformatioi) 
of fyftem does it befpeak, in thofe who will^ 
iind thofe who obey ! — -One fcarcely walk? 
tweftty yards now, without meeting in places 
of public obfefvation— ra declaratioti of civil 
rights; and all the ihops of mufie and prints, 
are hung with national ballads and political 
caricatures. 

The counterpart to this, may be read in 
an extrad from one of the late King*8 let-v 
ters to Marechal Richelieu : " Je ne puis 
^* plus differer \ faire fentir ^ men parle- 
*' ment, que je fuis le maitre abjblue f^ict <pxe 
•' ma^H^»<:f a^/tff vientdeDiEU,— etquo 
^ je n'en dois compte qu'^. lui^ le jour ou il 
^* me retirera de ce monde/* And again, in 
another letter, he tells him ; *' Je leur ferai 
'* voir, que je ne tiens mon pouvoir que 
*' de Di^u, — que je n'ai de c^ompte i rendre 
►' qu'-a /«/,-!-et que perfonne dans raoh royw 
*' aume ne dpit s'oppofer a ma volonte.'* 
It fQriQs a very int^refiing fpeculation to 
bring 
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bnQg together thofe fentimeots of a few 
years paft, and the patriotic declarations of 
the reigning fovereign. Lotus XVI. is fajd to 
have exprefied on every occaiion the great- 
eft readinefs to accommodate his conduA to 
the wifiies of the nationi " Je ne tcux que 
^ le bien de mon peuple,'* is a fentiment 
in which he has frequently indulged. 

Moore was certainly no mean ftudent 
of the French charader. perhaps no mat^ 
e*er caught with more accuracy, or ren- 
dered with more felicity, " the living man- 
♦* neys" of this nation. But he was not 
^idued with the fpirit pf prophecy. The 
^eadi^ fight fees ^'ipa^ obje^s darkly and 
confufedly. I^et him fpeak for bimfelf ; 
♦* If any of their (lings were to behave iq 
** fuch an imprudent and outrageoua man- 
** ncr ag to occafipn a revolt, and if the 
♦* infurgeiits a^ually got the better, X que- 
♦* ftion if they would thipfc of new-model- 
** ling the government, and limituig the 
'* pfilVfi: of th? crown^ ^ was done in Brir 
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*' tain at the Revolution, fo as to prevent 
*• the like abufes for the future. They never 
** would think of going farther, I imagine,- 
•* than placing another prince of the Bour- 
" bon family upon the throne, with the 
" fame power that his predecelTor had, and 
•• then quietly laying down their arms, 
" fatisficd with his royal word, or dcclara- 
** tion, to govern with more equity." Let- 
ter VL on France. Upon fuch predic- 
tion, the events that have fince happened 
are a fuflScient commentary. 
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B^fle, June, 10, 1791* 
'T^HE general complMUt at Strafbourg was 
want of money. Nothing is to be 
found in circulation, but paper and copper. 
" Tout iroit bien," faid an old man, " ft 
?' on avoit de I'argent." At all the ihops, 
the greateft appreheniions are entertained 
of 
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of l)eing paid for their merchandize in pa- 
per. This, amongft each other, they are ob- 
liged to. admit ; but in their intercourfe with 
ftrangers, they ftruggle very hard for fpecie, 
I turned into the ihop of a Marcbandc 
de modes to purchafe fome articles. The 
bargain was ftruck, the feveral particulars 
wrapped up, and I was fearching in my 
pocket for the money j when obferving me 
draw out fome paper by accident, ihe laid 
immediate hold upon the packet I had pur- 
chafed, and demanded with hafte, " AUgz- 
" vous me payer en papier, Monfieur J" 
•' Si fair," faid I. " Eh bien done," replied 
flie, " je garderai ma inarchandife." I foon 
relieved her of the anxiety Ihe felt, and 
brought a glow upon her cheek, by count- 
ing., out upon the table the fum agreed. 
This is indeed the greateft— I had almoft 
faid the only— grievance that I have dif- 
covered among them ; and they fcruple no| 
to predict, that the very favourable iale of 
the national domains will raife the credit of 
3 their 
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their paper, and gite them as much moneJT 
as Ihey'have liberty, 

I muft aflurc you, that I found the ftat^ 
of the people in this part of tVance Tery 
flifferent from what it had been reprcfcnted; 
At Manheim and Worms, repoits prevailed 
of the mbft ferious tumults now rdgtiing iti 
Ftasce ; and we were mote thali once cau* 
tioned agairift truftidg ourfelves amongft i 
canaHle, who would hang us Up at the lamp-' 
poft for a word ot a look; This ftatemeiit 
has fo little conne£Uon with truth, that every 
thing palTes with the utt^oft order j atid^ fofaf 
as I can judge from obfe'rvation and report, 
freedom of remark eticotinters lefs danger 
)iere than at the court of Manheim. No« 
thing could furpafs the flridnefs which 
prevailed in every quarter where the fugi- 
tive nobility are received ; and If I might 
draw condufions refpeding the country at 
large from what I fee around me, reftrmnt 
of opinion is exiled with thofe yv\^ owed 
to ita exiftence their guilty pre-eminence. 
The 
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The day after our arrival, was rendered 
feftive by a new enrolnftent of Naiionaf 
guards. This ww . formed out of the citi* 
lens over the age of eighteen- years, an* 
•#as effected without the leaft fyffiptom ol" 
diforder. O^efide the guard thus regularly' 
6mbodi^, the citizens are feea every even^ 
Ing.in dil^rent paVts of the town, leafaitig;,: 
againft aa emergency, the ufe of arms. U 
eertainiy h animating td . read^ in a thou- 
&nd confplcuous places, proclamations fer-> 
iBQg forth the right of private judgment i 
allowing to every man th6 free cxercife of ' 
his opinioa in matters of religion ; and e-~ 
AabliAing to each iiidividual the liberty ^ 
ftdopdng d^ mode af wor&ip he heil ap- 
provci. 

This Wottldv niSVreVer,> be ntigatmy and* 
ridiculous, werfe the flighteft encourage-* 
ment given to contumacy and diforder. 
This has been faid »ui of the country ; but 
Ae eonttiary has appeared wherever I havft 
enquired. I read upoa the door of the ci- 
8 thedral 
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tbedral at Stnifbourg an advertifem^nf^ 
which ftated» " That a young 'hiani having^ 
" behaved improperly in the Catkedral du- 
" ring the performance of divine^-fervicej 
"iuid, after admonition frbm fhfeecntiflcl, 
" perfifted in a condtift uHbecoittmgthc'Jh'- 
" lemnlty of" the place and occafioni-^as^ by' 
" the officers of the police^ fchtfihced t6-iai» 
•' prifonment for thig infult offered td feligtoai 
** wor/2w)>,'* , "Hiis accords Ijut ill "with a 
toleration of diforder. 

Before I left Strafbourg, I vifited the 
maufoleum of Marechal Saxe» at the chQrch 
of St. Thomas; and had an offer of feeing 
the National armoury, but it came too late to 
ferve me. We reached Colmac in the e- 
vening, after a journey of iixteen leagues. 
Yefterday we made a. very fatiguing one of 
fourteen leagues, and reached Bafle 1^ th& 
evening. The heat and the .duft were es- 
ceilively troublefome. It w^as. not without 
difficulty, that we procured abafon of oiiik 
at a village where the horfes were baited^ 
Coffee 
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CoSec is in geoeral abuodaot in tbeTe parts 
of the oouati^; and this is one of the firft 
uiAances of diftref^ which we have expe- 
rienced upon the article of hreakfafl. 

At the vjlla^of Mulhaufen, eight leagues 
from Colmar, we alighted to dine. The 
hoiife was ordinary; and four travellers, 
wrapped in white nighr-caps, apparently of 
mean condition, were about to commence 
tibeir meal. I enquired of the hoilefs, if 
we could be alfo accommodated wiih a din- 
n^. She t<^d -me with an air of great un- 
concern, that we might dine with thorg 
gentlemen ; or — if that did not pleafe us— 
we might take what they left ; for that was 
the whole that her kitchen could produce, 
1 We did not long deliberate upon the choice 
which our landlady had given us. The 
ditmer was indeed better than the company. 
They were Germans, except one, — who 
converfed .with us in French, and aiked me 
many quefUons refpcfling the opinions en- 
tertained abroad of their Revolution. I told 

VOL. I, N himi 
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him, I had feen many Ariftocrats at Man- 
heim. He afked me, if they had raifed any 
troops? I told him. No; there were none 
but Officers.. " Ah, ma foi, Monfieur," 
faid he, " une arme'e d'officiers s'avaneera 
•' pen." Another, with whom I after- 
wards converfed, declaimed with.fome vio- 
lence againft the propriety of Alface being 
continued under the French government : 
*' On nous fait payer," faid he, *' 80,000 
•* livres pour ^tre Francois ; et c'eft payer 
** affez cher, le privilege d'etre gouverne par 
** desefran^^rs." 



LETTER XXXVI. 

Bafle, June if, 1791. 

TT7E entered Bafle at what would elfe- 
where be called eight, but what is 
here called nine, o'clock. I have never yet 
heard a fatisfadory account pf this advance 
of an hour in the tim^ of the day, or what 
were 
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were the real clrcumftances that occailoned 
it. An old traveller, who pafled this way ' 
near two hundred years ago, rep«t8 of it, 
that a confpiracy had been formed to betray 
the city, and that the falfe- firlkiag of the 
clock difconcerted ^the plot. - He - further 
feya, that they preferved a certain ftone^ 
called the Heifteine^ upon which the heads 
of the confuls and other confpirators were 
ftrucfc off J unluckily adding, however, that 
people were not agreed upon this piece ' of 
hiftory» — and that fome referred the advance 
of the clock to.adeiign of- haftening the 
proceedings of the council. Jt is,' however, 
a curious circumftance', to fee -a whole city 
one complete hour in all their tranfa^ions 
before thejrnj^hbours; and to a^ftrange^ 
it occafioos fome embarrairment,;as the fim 
will neither, rife, nor, fet in conformity tethe 
decrees of Bafle. . 

- The hotel of the Three Kings is that to 
which all the world goes; and. I fhould 
fuppofe there is npt a pleafanter Inn in Eu<- 
, K a . rope. 
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rope. Situated on the weftefn bSftfc* bf the 
Rhihe^ 'k ctimmands a delightful view • and 
the ifkloon appropriated to the tible d'fadto 
H the moft cheerful apartment I ever was 
itt. The waHs are hung with tftriotts en- 
giravings, rtpreferiting foifec of the HiMceft 
icfctiei-y ift Switfeerlaild. Thfe Rhihe is ber« 
id lis gi-eate'ft hdiu^y, And'fHis a wiiJfer bed 
tctwecn this place and StrafljOurg, 'than rti 
any other part of its coutfe. Nothing cah 
furpafs its colouring. The fta, in all it* 
azure ^nd ferenity, can iilone fui^nrffi a pa- 
rallel to the cerulfcan tranfpkreftcy i)f its 
waters. It has cohfiderable ra^dity in its 
defcent towards 'Stfa{bonrg, and the Idoatt 
Which pafs thither are brc^fe up and fold. 
The fame is done upon the Ikho'He and the 
Danube, it "bcinjg impftdicable, without 
in^nite labour arid coft, to bring up a vefTel 
againft fo flrong a current. 

The place and the people pfefehtedtb rnc 

an appeirarice particularly gratif^irfg, by'the 

■ftrong charaflePB every where obferVable, of 

fimplicity. 
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fifflpygfty, fleaftlinei^i and mduflrj. BiQc 
);af )»9p f pl^cc of np fmaU dignity in tha 
r^rlier pcffods of its htftory ; (boiigh I quo* 
^pn if it eyfr pQlTefled, in tbe d^ys pf \t$ 
Imperial gr^iipur, fp fpliij a profp^rity as 
it i)piv 4eriv<» ft^ora. its union with the .Can*> 
^xos flf SvfityerUnii. BaPe counts among 
its ^itl^coiB, fevpral men of emiuesce In art; 
^d l^crature. Hplbep and $uxtorf w«re 
once, }i^ thejr firycral departments, the wr ' 
^apie^tj of flifs tp)vo ; and the great £1^-* 
pus is hppoufed with a monument in the 
Pa^hedral, upon the fpot that cog,tain9 hv- 
alhes. In addition to thofe diAtndions, ip 
claims the njerlt of having invented paper 
in the year J4I7> 

I took a walk in the evening tjirough 
the different parts of the town, which are 
cpnneacd by a bridge over the Rhine. Thp 
fliops appe^^red ab.undant in commodities; 
every prie a^iye in his occupation, and con- 
tent with his condition. It was fun-fet 
when Z returned from my walk ; and I 
M 3 found 
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found tht Diops {hut," arid tbe'-faaHlies 
feated tipoft benches at the doors of their 
houfes. Here they enjoy the cool" breez^ 
of the" evening, and relax from the -fe* 
tigues of the day in cheerful converfauotn 
I found this the cafe throughout all quar- 
ters of the town } and I feemed to myfdUT 
pailing through a falcon, the com[>any in 
which was ranged in the higheft order oh 
both fides. This favours ftrongly of ancient 
and uncorrupt finlplicity. Goldfmith has 
drawn the pi^urc of it in his " Deferted 
Village." I had the' images in my mioH 
before I faw Baile, and was the more gra- 
tified in the revival of them, than I fhould 
have been by the firft impreflion. Surely 
the nobleft effcft of the Mufe is to learn to 
appreciate nature ; and that Poetry is of the 
higheft chara£ler; which conveys the faith- 
. fulleft images of unadulterated life. It is 
on this principle that I'confider Thomfon 
and Goldfmith, as the oracles of genuine 
poetry, and the very beft inftrufitors of mo- 
ral 
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tii fentiment. What volumes of verfe have 
been written with ufelefs elaboration ! 

" To me more Atu, congenial to my liearti 
" One Mtive diirm, than all theglori of art." 



LETTER XXXVII. 

Berne, Jnae 12, 1791. 

'^tiE drefs of the women at Bafle was 
■ very Angular. "Their hair was comb^ 
ed fmooth back from the foreliead— bound 
at the crown with a fillet — and brought be- 
hind into two plaits of confidcrable length. 
Thefe are further lengthened by- black rib- 
bons appended to them, which defcend al- 
moft to their heels. Their countenances, 
without much beauty, were very pleSfant . 
and cheerful. They appeared very affable 
and unreferved. The generality of them 
drefs in black. This I had at firfl: fuppofed 
to be particular to the Black Forefters, but ' 
I find it is not confined to them ; and that 
N 4 the 
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the uiUTeriality of this oTage ori^nates in 
ceconbmkal reafons. Tlie Ihort petdeoats— 
fy much die favourite of the £follan^u/c — 
U here worn with much greater advaDtage ^ 
and difcovers a well-lhaped leg, ufually a- 
domed with a fcarlet ftocking, forming— ia 
the opinioD of the females of Bafle — a fine 
contrafl to the Jom&re fhades of their accuf- 
tomed habit. 

I cannot difmifi the article of Bafle, with- 
out aO'uring you, that I was never more 
pleafed with a place which pretends to fo- 
little. It owes all its beauties to nature and 
to induftry. Its only ornaments are, the 
landscapes which furround it, and the Gmple 
mannerg of thofe who inhabic it. Men^ 
wfHnen, and children, all af^earcd engaged 
in the common caufe of enriching its mar- 
^ts, and fupporting its commerce. Here 
are no pallimes for the gay, no indulgences- 
for the vicious : but the iieart which can 
tafte of purer pleafures, and rejoice in the 
felicity of the human race, may.here recdve 
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no coeuaoQ gratificaticm, in contemplating 
a vlrtaous, a united, and a happy people. 

We left Bafie in the morning of the i itb^ 
snd hare arrived at Berne, after a jouraey 
of two days. I will endeavour to give you 
a faint &etch of the country through which 
< we have pafled : but eloquent indeed muft 
bf that pen, and animated , that pencil, 
which can do adequate juftice Co fuch fcenes 
of pre-eminent beauty. Ab we left Bafie, 
we gradually entered upon a raountaiitouft 
c<$untry, with the Rhine flowing to the left 
of us. The road continued tolerable, ex- 
cepting that in different parts it wa« feat- 
hered with loofeand Inconvenient fragments, 
of ftone. The conrfe Is ferpentine, for the 
l&cility of afcent ; and this gives a greater 
fcope for variety in the difierent landfcjpeS' 
that pre£mt themfelves. 

At Lieftal, where we refted during the 

heat of the day, the mountains appeared to 

gather round us. I was indiiced, by the 

fitigular appearance of one of ihefe, to 

make 
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make an ineffecE^Ual attempt at reaching itA 
fummic, by catching at the roots, ihrub% 
jnd mafles of ftone which covered Its fur- 
face.- From Liefta! we entered upon a 
route which exhibited to our eyes the 
grandell pidurea imaginable^ ' Mountains 
piled on mountains feemed to. uiclofe us 
on all hands. Thefe wei'e of }nfipuft forms 
and complexions. Some rofc ;, is : conical 
beauty } others prefented afpe^ more ruds 
and majedic. Some were clothed with' 
■verdure; others with dulky umbrage ; and 
others, difplaying their bofoms of naked 
fiint, feemed, to fet vegetation and culture 
at defiance. The road in many parts pierces 
thefe rocks J among which, as you pafs, you 
hear the roar of waters — defcending from 
precipice to precipice ; and trace, ainong the 
ftupendous fcenery, the hut that proteds 
the peafant from the ftorm. The approach 
of Bieftal pafTes over a mountain, efleemed 
a league in afccnt. The entrance to this 
place was particularly flriking. On our 
right, 
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right, were mountains of uncouth form and 
prbdigious height — on our left, valHes 
clothed with verdure, and fcattered with 
human habitations. It was dulk when we 
entered, and the fun had given place to the 
fofter Ihades of twilight. 

This morning we, left Bieftal, and pafled 
through Solcure to Berne. The fcenery in- 
creafed in beauty- and magnificence as we 
advanced. Soleure is a town of very plea- 
iant appearance, and the Church is a very 
elegant building. This place is the. capital 
of the Canton which bears its name;: is of 
the Catholic religion, and the ordinary re- 
fidence of the French ambaifador to the 
Helvetic Union. It being Sunday, all the 
villagers and inhabitants of the town were 
parading in grom^, with their fliort cloath's 
artd their fcarlet ftockings. ■■ At the table 
"d'hSte there were many-Emigrants j but 
no articles -of intelligence tranfpiredi -Our 
obje'dt'was to reach Berne in the evening, 
^w^icV/we effcfSed ; and the neceffity of 
fome 
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{bme repof^, muft plead my eKcufe for 
withdrawing myfelf thus abruptly ftoin your 
fociety. 



LETTER XXXVIIL 

Geneva, Jnae 17, 1791. 

^T->HE mght erf our aniTal at Berne we 
^ fupped at the table d*h6tei and met 
ibnte agreeable cooipany^. Among otheni, 
vas a Frenchman, who appeared a well- 
bred man. We aiked him ibme queftions 
refpeAing Berne. He pidured it in ipoft 
deplorable colours. " Ah mon Dieu ! tout 
" eft tranquille ici : il n'y a point de ipec- 
** tacles, ni de caffc, ni de fociei^." His 
countenance interpreted very fuUy the ca- 
lamitous fituation in which he fgund hlni^ 
fdf. ** Je me raourai !'* was hi^ cpncluAon. 
He was particularly cpmpljmeatary uppp 
the Eoglifh nation 99 a natio;? 9^ (pkfi4fir 
and 
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and amufements. ** Oa y trouve taat ife 
** belles chofes," fatd he ; and theo begsn 
enumerating Bath, Vauxhall^ &c^ I cou3<l 
not help refle£ling on this principle, which 
ieems to enter fo iSniverfalty intothecha- 
rafter of a Frenchman. This man was, to 
appearance, a wellrfducated man — at Icaft 
upon the fyllem of French Education j — atid 
he was an exile from his country : yet the 
< goat for amufements (lill continued to pro- 
vail over every other feeling; and ihe Rer 
volution of his country, appeared to him 
only fo far. inconvenient, — as it had robbed 
2nm of his amufements and his rank. 

The fituation of Beitie is extremely fine 
The fcenery around it is indeed magniBcent. 
The town is atmoft encircled by the river 
Aar ; the, houfes are remarkably well built 
with Arcades ; and the utmod neatnels i? 
kept up iii every quarter. Berne is not 
entirely without its amufements. Thefe are 
principally the pleafurea of the Prome- 
nade J and perhaps no city in Europe can 
boaA 
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boaft a terrace whofe view commands a' 
more fublime colledion of natural obje^s. 
Our table d'hdte was enlivened, the day 
«fter our arrival, by a political difputatioa 
iipcm the interefts of Europe ; and it wag 
warmly contended, i Punanimcy that £ng* 
land fhould unite with Spain, and flrike a 
blow at the Emprefs of Ruflia. 

Wq encountered at table, in the evening, 
one of thofe inqutfitive'charaders who of- 
fer no fmall annoyance to (Grangers. He 
was a man of a certain age, but of a moft 
voluble tongue. He attacked us the xnor- 
ment we were feated, with a fucceiHon ofi 
interrogatories, of " What place we came 
•• from ?— Which way we were going?— 
** Whether we had made the tour of Swie- 
" zerland, or whether we intended it ?" 
and then began, unafked, to give us his 
advice, He infilled upon it, we mufi make 
an excurfion in the neighbourhood of 
Berne — that we muft not content ourfelves 
Twith a direii r6^te to Geneva — and enu- 
merated 
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merated a 'variety of objefts to which we 
cught to attend. ' Finding the ahlxvers we 
gave, were not likely to filence him — =we be- 
gan to be more -laconic-in oar replies. ' This 
induced a calm of a few minutes j^ when, 
turning his head from us, he broke but 
aloud 'with, "D'ovLvenez-vous, Motifieur?" 
to an officer at the further end of the room. 
A Frenchman . makes great allowance for 
frivolous enquiry — The officer replied with 
the utmoft readinefs to this firll queftiouj 
and to thofe which fucceeded; and thus 
we became peifedly acquainted with his 
hiftory. " Ou allez-vous ? — Quand par- 
** tez-vous ? — Etes-vous marie ? — Madame 
" doit hrc malheureufe pendant v6tre ab- 
" fence." Such was the nature of his at- 
tack upon the-officer. 

I feared the arrival of fupper would 
bring our affairs again into play : and It 
happened juft as I had furmifed. He took 
his chair by me, and renewed the charge, 
with the fame perfevering curiofity, during 
10 the 
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the whole of the feflion. " £h hiot, vouf 
*Val1ez a Geneve. II faut, ixpendaot, falrc 
" des petites tours ; ou biet^ U fauj reveotr 
** a Berae. Comptez-vom reAcr a Geaevc ? 
" J*7 ftrai en qumze jourg-moi. Je ferai 
** niortifie de nc pas vous trouver." Such 
were the perfecutictfis I e^wrienoed during 
flipper. Fortunately for me, he reoollcded 
<hat a gen'tleman, who iat oppo&te him, 
bad not yet heen catechized. He opened 
the trenches againft. him, and drew out in 
a few feconds the whole of his hiftouy. 
We took advantage of this diverfion made 
in our favour, and withdrew ourfelves 
from his farther importuniiies, I had Ho- 
race full in my recoUcAion, during this 
adventure j and when he Qpened his at- 
tack upon me, with " Commetu vous va- 
" t-il, moQ cher ?'' I thooght I heard, 
" QoiA ag^s dulciffime rerum ?" 

We left Berne the following morning j 

and dining at the charming town of Moral, 

pafled in the evening to Palierej where we 

3 had 
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tiad fome difiicultjr to find accommodations 
•— fuch were the numbers of French emi- 
grants who are on their way to Worms 
and Manheim. From Paliere we proceeded 
early the' next day, and arrived by the fet- 
tin^ of the Ain at Laufanne. It was not 
our.intemioQ to make any ftay at Laufanne ; 
aiid as the journey from Bruflels had been 
long and fatiguing, We haftened to' the 
place of our deftination. Repofiog there- 
fore the night at Laufanne, we made our 
laft day's journey, in the iineft weather and 
upon fuch a read as we have not before 
witncffecT, and arrived yefterday evening 
at Geneva. Here' we fix for fome time 
our refidence, and fuch is the general afpeiH: 
of the country, that I think we may promife 
ourfelves a very agreeableyg/oar. 



VQL. 1. 
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Genera, Jum jB, 1791^ 

T HAVE now' been near a fortnight at Gr©i 
. neva, and have Urtle mort to rtport to you 
than the ftate of the weather. ' Our modfe 
of life is perfedljf reclufe. The fcenery 
with which we are farronnded is the objei9; 
of our conftant contemplation, and our 
evenings are invariably paiFdd in fauntering 
upon the banks of the Lake. ' 

Here let me indulge for a moment in. 
drawing feme faint outline of thi« magni- 
ficent country. The Lake, which in mag- 
nitude is rivalled only by that of Conftance, 
is fituated in a valley between the Alps and 
the Jura, which runs through Switzerland 
as the Appeuine through Italy* The width 
of this Lake is well proportioned to the 
height of thofe mountains which mckrfe it ;: 
and 
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and tfeeform of ittljetil is fucli as to give 
fcbpe for i\l the Tarietiea of fcenei^. Its 
waters are delicioufly purCi and exhibit— if 
particularly at their iffiie — the mdft ehchanp' 

Ing 'tranfpareacy-. " '' ' " 

- ■ At the headof iWitafecls^dSt^d Ville- 
tiefive, at^hei'eitJlSnear'diffaric'e (if fiftfeen 
ieagufee. AloAg the' bartks bftfre liafee,' 0^ 
■ctthtr fide, arefeMfi^ toWm'snii' villages, 
whof« magnituele is Jb redueed by-flie ftu- 
peadiMB jfiftMiataina Vvhich tower' beKind 
them, thafthey appear 'but 'duftefs- of di- 
HiinutiVe Ihdds^ and i&arcely feeln to Tlfe 
ottt of the wiatere* The -moontaihs of iJphich 
1 fpeafc, a];e thofe which fland on the 'Hdi: 
.of Savoy, , and fotm a pare of the Alps. 
Thefe ' prefent a ver^: aoble range of bold 
and m^ejftip Ol^e^^: tfieir forms, thek. 
magnitude^ and their afpe£b,' h^ve everjr 
variety neceffary to the harmony of thb 
ioene. The grand Saleve is the firft in 
xirder, procco^ng from Gbti&va, which Ic 
flanksi . This ia a mountain «f no pre-emi- 
3 nent 
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neiit height. Its furface U covered wltb 
Aa agreeable verdure, and fcattered with 
fome cottages in thofe declivities which ap- 
proach the town. Its fummit exhibits the 
form of a wedge whofe angle is rounded 
off. Next to this ftands the Petit Saleve^ 
\rhich bears a more pointed form, and 
;nhore roots approach more.nearly the bor* 
den of the Lake. The Mple rifes next-— 
of a very duiky hue, and conical figure, 
'which coDtrafts well with the long and uni- 
form appearance of the Volfona fianding 
:be7ond it. The real 6gurc of the Mole is 
:{aid to be by no means confonant with its 
apparent form, which is indeed conveyed 
to the eye in the Rn£t charaif^er <^the cone. 
Here are the mountains which ftand alQDg 
the fouthem bank of the Lake, and which 
form to the imagination the rear-guard <^ 
the Alps. 

Behind thefe darker . malTes are ranged 

the Glaciers, which exhibit through the in- 

.teiftices of the former thta lucid fummits. 

Thi» 
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This chain of icy fubftances prefents to the 
eye no uniform appearance : in feme of 
its parts are glafly promontories difcovered, 
footing their filver points into the clouds. 
Thefe are known by the name of >^/g-«;//«, 
from the figure they reprefent. In others 
the blended fnows and ice are fvrelled into 
unequal oialTes, and exhibit different con- 
figurations of the mod tranfparent materials. 
Parent of all — the Mont Blano-^ftands 
ctothed in a robe of the pureft white, and 
appears indeed fovereign of the furround- 
ing fcenes. The fummit of this mountain 
^ifes much above the reft i and, though by 
no means fo in reality, has the appearance of 
a conical figure rounded at its point. Such is 
the outline of thofe obje<^s which form th^ 
back-ground of this maj^ftic piAure ; and 
the foftened light which beams at the fetting 
of the fun, paints them to the eye in all 
the chafteft colouring which fancy ever 
imagined. 

03 The 
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The Rhone ilTues irom the Lake at Ge-> 
neva. This noble river takes its courfe 
through the town, and its fteep waters ex- 
hibit a colpuring of the ricbeft bine. The 
, Arvc, rolling down its torrent from the 
fnowy Alps,, fornn its junSion with the 
Khone in the vicinity of Geaeva; and at an', 
angle, which occafi'one great turbulence to 
the commixing waters* Our houfe is fitu- 
ated at fome little diftance irom the town, 
and; our communication with it is ndt.likely, 
to be grea^ It participates^ in common 
with all the ftates of Europe, of that poli-«- 
rical fermfeat to whith France has given 
fiirtb; and, though the ^t^ftocratic pa^ty^d-' 
toinifter the government at pfefent, they are 
jiot Without apprehenfions fi-bm the rcftlefs" 
fi^tivity of their democratic rivals, 



D,Q,l,;.dD;G00glf 



[ "99 ] 
LETTER XL.' 

Genova, July iz, 1791. 

QiNCE I kft wrote, very, important intel- 
ligence has tranfpired. The news of 
the King's flight was very foon conveyed to 
this place, and -every precaution was taken to 
prevent its^ .operating any mifchief in this 
little republic. All the avenues were befet 
with guards, to prevent a ftranger*8 paiEng 
the territory ; and patroles of horfe paraded 
the whole of the night. I heard feme. pri^ 
vatc letters from Paris read, which an- 
nounced the raoft pcrfeft unconcern, on the 
part of the Parifians, at the departure of 
their king. The converfation in the public 
places of tefort was faid to have been, " Le 
" roi a pris la fuiee."— " Eh bien !" faid the 
reft, " on s'en paflera." , 

04. This 
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This event, and the fubfcqucnt arreft, 
were variouily received here, and in tho 
Pah de Vaud. Many of the Genevefe aX- 
fembled every evening upon the prome-t 
nades, comparing the feparate accounts 
which each had privately received, as many 
had fons, coufins, or nephews in the na- 
tional guard of Paris. " Le roi eft parti," 
faid one ;" " Tant mieux," faid an old de- 
mocrat, " on fera moins etebarraflc." The 
evening after the retaking of the king, tho 
promenade was in fingular commorioh i 
and the people were divided by fentiments 
of joy and forrow. " On Ta repri," faid 
one—** Tant pis pour eux," faid another— 
" Apjiaremment onlui tranchera la tSte,'* 
feid a third. Such were the remarks upon 
the probenades of Geneva at this event. 

At Laufanne, I underftood, that political 
fentiment exprefled itfelf in a more pyblic 
manner. The news of the king's efcapc 
occafioned fo great joy at this laft place, that 
the ariftocrates — who compofe by far the 
majorilv 
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majority— indulged thiemftlvea in public il- 
luminations. This triumph was however 
to undergo a mortiftcation : the Icing was 
arrefled, ^nd the news was not Isng in 
making its way to Laufanne. The demo- 
crates would not lofe fp favourable an op- 
portunity of difturbing their antagonifts ; ■ 
they illuminated in their turn, and had the 
advantage of the laugh on their Ude, 

I have mentioned the promenades at 
Geneva: they merit indeed more than a 
fimple notice, at leaft thofe which are with* 
in the walls of the town. But as the gates 
are ihut * irrevocably at half paft eight 
o'clock— a time at which one fcarcely bc- 
gitis to find the air fufficiently. cool for re- 
fpiration— I am obliged to confine myfelf 
to thofe walks which lie without the gates. 
Thefe are frequented of an evening by large 
companies, ^ith w^om I am become in 
feme degree familiarized, without the 30i(t- 
jnce of letters recomtpendatory. The grand 

* The jhnttiDj of the gatci 1* regutited bj the hoar of 
fyttCpu 

enquiry 
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enquiry on the fubjea of politico relatea to 
Paine and Pierce — by which they mean 
Price— a name they cannot pronounce. I 
told them aH thit I knew about them, /. e, 
juft fo much as they knew, and all the 
world knew befoi'e — that they were reputed 
champions of no mean ftrengih in the field 
of politics. 

Of this groupe is a veteran," lefs difttn- 
guifhed by his own charafter than "by a very 
elegant daughter, whofe perfonal charms 
and brilliant converfation have given her 
Jnuch" cdebrity; Expert in every fubjed: _ 
of generM- intereft, (he is more particularly 
attached to political difcuflion, and has, by 
her beauty and' her principles, acquired the 
appellation of " la* belle deinocrate." She 
, 28 very forid' of enquiring into the charaQer 
of the £ngUfli ladies, for whom ftie has the 
liigheft rcfpeft. 'She wifhed to know, what 
particular fyftem of politics the Englifh wo- 
men now defended. I told her, the ladies 
with- us feldom., interfered in pojitical dif- 
cuflion. - 
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cuffion. She took it for a rebuke — *' Ap- 
" paramment Monfieur paife que les dames 
" ne doivent pas fe meler de la politique." 
•* Pardonnez moi," faid I. Madamoifelle 
is often attended upon the promenade by 
a German, who appears deeply captivated 
with 'her charms, without however being 
fortunate eiiough to excite a reciprocal paf- 
fion. " II ne fait que parler de la racta- 
" phyfique," fays Ihe — " L'amour ne 
" s'ouvre pas ordinairement comme fa." 
His.accent offends her ear. " The German* 
" murder our language," ftie fays, "more 
*-* than any people in Europe." I obfervad to 
her, that the Englifti feldom attained to a juft- 
Hcia of pronunciation. ** J'en conviens," 
iays Ihe j ** mais les AU^mands travailient a 
** ptononccr notoe langue, au lieu jque voua 
" autres ne vous en embarrafiez. point ; et 
" j'aimc plutQt celui qulne la prononce pas, 
" que cclui qui la prononce mal." 



jiQiiizcdovGoogle 



■ t 104 ] 
LETTER XLI. 

Geneva, July ij, 1791. 

r^'AE drefs of the Gcncvcfe is fafhioncd 
^ upon a very agreeable model. The 
generality of females of every condition 
are far removed from ficklinefs or de- 
formity, and thofe of the higher clafies 
Are pleafmg in their perfons and their man- 
ners. Roufieau has indeed charged them 
with want of parental tendernefs, in fcnd^ 
ing their infants to be nurfed, or rather ne- 
glefted, by the inhabitants of the moun* 
tains: but in this, as in other refpe^s, 
modern Genevi bears little refemblaoce to 
the ancient. 

The cuftom of taking a^o«/^,correfpond- 

ing to our tea, I have not feen elfewhere ; 

though I underftand it is not peculiar to 

this place. I was invited to one of thofe 

3 repafts 
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tepa&s by the old patriot, and was furprized 
to find fiich variety of eatables at fueh an 
hour; it was five o'clock in the afternoon. 
The moment the company were feated, 
bailcets of bread were handed about ; thefe 
were followed by anchovies, and tarts of 
an extraordinary fize. In the mean time, 
coffee, tea, wine, liqueurs, &c. were put in 
circulation ; in fo much that I, who had but 
jufi rifen from dinner, made a very con- 
temptible figure amongft them. " II me 
*' femble qiie les Anglois mangent peu," 
faid one of the company. I replied in the 
affirmative, to avoid being further folicited. 
•* lis 8*en tiennent beaucoup a leur rofbeefl' 
exclaimed another of the party, who had 
deftroyed a holl of eatables. At the found 
Qiro/heefy Monf, A. feemed fuddenly ftruck \ 
and apologizing for not having provided 
rofbeefiox my goutS^ infiftcd upon my con- 
fenUng to dine with him at noon on tho 
following Sunday. I waited on him the 
day appointed, and was much amuf^d with 
my 
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my enMrtamment. ' A;vatietj- of articles 
wen: rerred up ; and I ^as urged to fetfft 
upon &up, d'lflies ofiice, &c. ttU I had 
quite loft fight of, the grand defideratum. 
At Jength, i*hfen the defert fliould have 
come, eoiers a piece pf re^ftheefoftaa in^. 
moderate fize. It w^ ^vertiijg to. ice the 
buftle it created among ti^e^^mp^ny, who& 
eyes were fixed alternfttely; On me and the 
betfi and each appeared to, wait with, artKJ- 
qus quriofity. tjie havoc , my apprtite ■ 'vt0a 
to ruakg u^on this.huge oufsof.flcfli. No- 
thing butthe very-jjmrfccd,int?ntioi> of l^a- 
tifying^e, prevenc^d my icfifting thtiiria- 
treaties £a toto: and their difappgintfllent 
was fo great at the v«ry fn?all progtefsl nistd?, 
ihat I qiieftion, if ft^opfifiur will ever thiok 
it worth hi? while to cpnfult agajn fhe^pa- 
late,ofan-Englifhman. ; 

The great fcftivitics here are on the Sun- 
day J and, notwithftanding the ftrid !devo- 
tion which prevails during three parts of 
the day, the evening_i8 celebrated with, the 
moft 
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qiQ^:c}veerfu}-gaietie3. The prindpai ^jitic^ 
}9^.at is upon the; Lake, wluch U ufijaQy^ ' 
cQv«6e(] ^kh pleafuiss-bdats, and iaSc^:i 

yer^; didig'btfallif^&ufl^. Some cf .tbcfe 
faeois araof a^t^.conjldgtable fize^ and are 
derorated ■ whb- ^ry :Baiiianf ■T)wramflniG. 
lathefe-'thby oinvfit' tfae^fel^nes with mnfiCy 
daociQgy-and plftykig ofT Bf^iforks — pnn-'' 
ci|aJl3«'thofe'of-4 :vlote«t^xpl6ri0n. The 
ictCTberation" of fhii, fi{om-the vaft chaiil 
of oiouiiiiaiiis »H^eh funtound the'-l.al%,;i-€J' 
ftfmblds;weryi&ecai^taly'^"ft)Il"iijg of fhUfn 
der, and ts liftencd fo with tlie iiioft "tager 
Btttctifiori'. ■■ "'■■■"■- "■'■-'■' 

Tbis-fittle ftpubllcisTiaf withoot its po- 
litical feriheAts." It-fhoirft feem, from thdir 
numerous precautions, that fome gre^t dan- 
ger was apprehended! The orders of the 
Syndics are .unufually ftriG, The vigilance 
of the magiftrates and the bourgeois-guard 
is unremitting. For greater fecurity, the 
gate, which formerly faced the Swifs quar- 
ter, has been within thefe two or three 
I weeks, 
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weeks, ttlth great labour and expciice, tufn- 
ed Wwards the French territory ! whence, 
it Should feem, that hoftUities were even- 
tually expeded. During the whole afiair 
of the king's flight, every ip^ies of cau«> 
tion vras employed' ; and the. ciicumjpec- 
tion which this goverameot thought jie* 
ceflary] to exercife on that occafion, con- 
vinces me that, they Conceive much of thm 
own fecurity to depend tqion the particular 
turn of French aJSalrs. . Thar fortifications 
are undergoing repair; the inhabitants have 
lately been inrolled ; aud all the meafures 
iftrhich vigilance can dilate, are now put in 
prance, with a view to guard againft the 
deligns of the defoocratic minority. 
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LETTER XLII. 

Geneva, Joly 15, 1791- 

T RECEIVED yefterday a very high degree 
* of entertainment, and am anxious to re- 
port to you thcjournals of my proceedings.. 
It v/iBf-iM.you will recollect, the commemo- 
ration of the French revolution'; and, as 
agreeable to a decree of the National Aflem- 
bly, the day was to be celebrated jhroughpu.t 
France. Femey, the ancient refidence of 
Voltaire, was among the number of thofe 
towns' which announced an intention of ob- 
ferving this atiniverfary. I had for forae 
time pafl determined upon making a vifi't 
to Ferney, in order to view the manfion 
once occupied by this illuflrious man ; and 
my ciiriofity to witnefs this extraoi'dinary 
f^ftival, decided me to put my plan ip exe- 
cution on this day. Ti, knew not the {late of 
the place; nor could forefee, whether my 
perfon might be fafe among a number of 
VOX. \, J. - lusn. 
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men, affembled to celebrate the orgies of 
Liberty and Bacchus. I was unwilling 
therefore to be a folitar^ giteft, and an order 
of council had been iflued forbidding any 
fubjed of the Kepublic to be found at Fer- 
ncy during this feftival. I fhortly however 
picked up an EngUlhman, of whom I had 
fome flight knowledge; and who, though 
profoundly ignorant of the language, had 
as much curlofity as was neceflary for my 
purpofe. We placed feverally a cockade la 
our hats, and drove to Ferney. 

The village wore a very gay appearance : 
all the inhabitants, and many from the en- 
virons, were-parading in numerous parties, 
drefled in all the trappings of their, Sunday 
wardrobes. Having found with fome dif- 
^cuhy a Hand for our whilkey and horfe, 
we repaired to a part of the town, which 
fi-om the crowds aflembled there feemed to 
.be the place of rendezvous. We pafled 
through many ranks of fpeftators, and came 
to a large area, in the centre of which was 
elevated 
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elevated the national ftandard, and ihe co- 
lours infcribcd with—" Vivre librC, on racm- 
" rir,** were ftreaming in the air. ThisTpace 
was not inclofed with any fixed barrier, but 
preferved for the company by the National 
guard ; who afled alternately as centinels, 
and kept the line unbroken by the fpeQa- 
tors. Within this area were two long ta- 
bles, very nearly filled with company, and 
two fmaller ones, occupied by fchCt parties. 
At the head of the upper table fat the 
Commandant J and befide him, the lady 
prefident. The reft were for the moft part 
officers of the guard, or, what is- the fame 
thing, volunteers; for the duties and the 
honours are taken in rotation. I under- 
flood from fome of the attendants, that we 
ihould find no difficulty in being admitted 
to the table. I therefore applied to a very 
genteel man, who was doing the duty of 
centinel, for pcrmiffion to fit at the table. 
He affiired.me, it would do them fingular 
honour. We therefore took our feats, and 
p 2 were 
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were fer-vejj with fome jre&cfliinen^ upcm 

paying our quota. 

Th? attention of the company wa»ij?0(^ 
dirawn upon us; and thpfe neareft us,?£ the; 
fable v/erQ folicitous jto ref:cHnmeti4 thent^ 
felves by^ drinking our healths. A hajod of 
military mufic regaled us ^^nqg dinner. 
This ended, proclamation w-as made .foe 
filence; and the Commandant delivered a,^ 
addrefs upon the important advanta^s of 
the , revolution. After comnuenting with 
fome warmth upon the^^ and recottimfindr 
jng as elTential to their- contir^uanc^ c^dec 
and obedience to the conftituted autbori* 
ties,-.-he toafted the niagiftrates, the nationi\ 
aflembly, &c. Every toaft was drank witl^ 
loud acclamations, and. accompanied with th^ 
mufjc of fome popular air. When tbft 
Commandant had got through the toafis of- 
office, he demanded filence, and begged 
leave to drink, '* A la iant^^ des Anglois, . 
V nos raeilleurs aoxis." This was received 
with the loudeft burfljs of applaufe. It wai 
Cchoe^ 
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etli6di Irorti fevei7 xjtiaiier, atid tbe miific 
ftruck up "ca iraj" which wais fting by the 
^eater part of Hit company. The natnre 
«f ttiU tofeft, turned the eyes of all upon us ; 
atWJ ■ bs toy companion was not linguift 
enough to rttiirn the^ compliment j I mount- 
ed thfrbench; « SUencele plus profohde" 
tt'As cSHe'd tot on ill hands j and I pro- 
tldiriied aloud-, "* A la fant^ des Francois, 
" fucces a la houvdlc conftitutlon, fondi^e 
•* fuf des ptin^lipes eternelles, comme na- 
** tiirelles." This had its effeft: muficj 
fliouts, and fongs, cxprefled their fenfe of 
gratitude : we were immediately handed 
by an officer to the upper taHe,— prefented 
to the Lady Prefident, who invited us to the 
ball. Ten thoufaud coiirtefies were now 
fhcwn us. They threw to the ground the 
burgundy we had purchafed, and gave ui 
In exchange fome of the firft quality. They 
fpdke in terms of the warmeft regard of tbe 
Etigfifh Mtiort, whofe example they pretend- 
ed only to follow ; and commended that 
P 3 gcnerofity, 



DolizodbyGOOgl^;' 



•ai4 LETTER XUI. 

geneiofity, which declined to take advao- 
tage of . their, prefeat diftrafUont. 

An officer now hurried us away to driat 
cofiee. I was glad of the opportunity of 
being relieved from the fuperabundant ci- 
vilities of the company. He conduced us 
to a boufe where liqueurs, &c. were ferv- 
ed .up, and many patriotic fongs were fung 
by the different Officers. My friend, who 
was rather warmed by the burgundy apd 
liqueurs, than enlightened by the converfa- 
tion, defired me to exprefs to thele Frencb- 
men the refpeA he had for them : I inter- 
preted his intentions, and all Ihook hands 
with him— {houting at the lame time, 
" Bravo, le bon Anglob !" The liqueur was 
forcible, and the vivacity of the fongs ani- 
mating : thefe had a mechanical efied up- 
on the humours of my companion. He 
defired me to affiire thefe Frenchmen, that 
he loved liberty as much as they did, and 
that he had an eftate ia England, but that 
he would willingly facrifice it all for the fake 
"' of 
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of liberty. I again became his interpreter, 
and bis hand -was again demanded — with a 
repetition, in a ftill higher tone, of " Bravo, 
le bon Anglois !'* The aft«-noon was indeed 
pafied in the greateft hilarity, and without 
the leaft, ihfringement of decorum. Never. 
did I fee men whbfe air, converfation, and 
gefture difcOvered more happinefs. They 
harangued, they danced, and omitted no 
poffible expreffion of gaiety. What parti- 
cularly ftruck me in the midft. of all this 
enthuriafm was, that .not a term of reproach, 
was ufed agaiotl the king ; nor a fentiment 
of revenge breathed againft thofe from 
whofe yoke they had fb recently elcaped. 
Their feelings feemed to be engrofled by the 
fiogle confideration of their prefent felicity,, 
and not an evil pafiion was fufia^d to dif- 
turb the ferenity of their pleafures. . Upon 
the whole, no feftiva! — which had for its ob- 
je^ the commemoration of fuch an event,— 
could have been conduced with greater 
harmony, propriety, and good order. 

P4 , We 
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We contrived to withdraw ourfeWes from 
the company at the approach of eveniog, 
and made a viBt to Voltaire's boufe. This 
was a gratificadon I could not Fefufe myfelf. 
The fituation is fine; in the houfe itfejfi 
there is nothing remarkable. We were 
Jhewu th« apartment in wtuch Voltaire ufo- 
ally paSed his time. This is hung rounil 
with the portraits of eminent men, and 
adorned with the urn containing his hearty 
which he bequeathed, or pictended to be- 
queath, to this place. The church andi 
theatre are ftill in exigence, — but allaround 
proclaims the mafter's fall. Upon returning' 
fcom Voltaire's ■»iUa, we fttund the gaietie* 
of the ball-room were commeockig; but,. 
adopting the prudence of ^e ** convivaf 
" faluf," we entered our whi&ey for Ge- 
neva. As we drove through the town, w* 
were received with ftouts, and waving o£ 
hats. Thefe compliments we returned in 
the belt manner we could ; and bade adteti 
to Ferney, — not . a Kttk fatifified with the 
adventures of the day. 
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LaoGume, July %o, ly^x^ 

BY a change c^fyftem, ouf refidence ac 
Geaeva was (hortened by two monlhs^ 
and we are now at Laufanne— or rather ia 
the environs, which are delicious beyond 
compare. The fcenery wants indeed tha« 
itofrhefe and , harmony wlHch the Genevefe, 
territory poffeffes ; but then. it has to boaft 
magnificence, bddnefe, and variety. The 
Jioufe we inhabit, is in the village of Ouehy, 
nearly a mile and half from the town. It i*- 
fmall and ruftic, fitiiated within a dozen 
yards of the Lake, and confronted by the 
mountains of Savoy, and the rocks of Mil- 
leric Since we have been here, the Lake 
, —which 18 fubjed to ebb and flow — has- 
been more than once worked into a Aorm, 
and rifen to a confiderable height. This is 
a phenoraeaoa for the folution of which 
many 
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many hypothefes have .been offered. That 
moft approved is Mr. Bertrand's, who fup- 
pof^s, that eledric clouds elevate the waters 
to various degrees of height, in proportion 
to the quantity of -the eleQric fluid j and 
that the fubrequent falj, or fmking of the wa- 
ters—particularly iii the narrow parts of 
the. Lake, where thefe-_^A«,; as they are. 
calledi, are rooft violent— occaHons thefe 
fudden ftorms. . . 

Here is a good circulating library, and 
gazettes of every kind. But Laufanne is ' 
now fo much frequented by foreigners, and 
particularly Englifh,-T-that every thing pe- 
culiar and original is extirpated. In com- 
pliance with fafliion'and ifltereft, every 
thing is anglicifed ; and you may now have 
the fatisfaftion of paying as much- for the 
hire of a horle» a carriage, or a houfe,— 
as at the moH fplendid place of EngliHi re- 
fort. 

Gibbon is the grand monarque of lite- 
rature at Laufanne : I have feen, converfed, 
and 
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anddined with him. Thefe are, I thlhfc,^ 
the three requifitcs, in order to know fome^ 
thing of a man, .His converfation is corre^. 
and eloquent; his, periods are meafpred, 
and his manner 6f delivering them folemn. 
He appears rather, inditing to an ainanuen- 
iis, than holding cpnverfation with a ftran* 
ger. But though he talks too oracularly, — r 
be is at his table cheerful, frank, and convi- 
vial. His .hofpitalities are however not 
ilriflly. patriotic : his predileilion for the 
Swifs is notorious ; and, as a love of pre- 
eminence may not be clafled amongft the 
leaft of hie failings, he feems to have decided 
well in the choice of his fodety. 

The ftate of the weather here is remark- 
ably fine, but hot to a degree of fufibcation. 
We purpofe taking advantage of this part 
of the feafott, and making iu a few days a 
vifit to the Glaciers of Chamouni. I have 
now full in my recoUeftion, the firft gUmpfc 
I caught of thofe wonderful regions. It 
was on my. way from Faliere to JLaufannc, 
aad 
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'^'■*aihd withiD about a league of this latter plact* 
■We had alighted frorti our carriage, while 

- the horfes afcended a hill j-^and as we ap- 
proached the fummit, one of the tnoft mag- 
nificent fights In nature prcfcnted itfclf on a 
fudden to our aftoniflied eyes t it Was a dif^ 
tant vkw of the Glaciers; and the unufual 
appearance they rtiade, would not fuffertojj 
to fuppofe that they were of a folidcr te'x* 
ture than the fleecy and tranfparent cloud j^-^-^ 
till the reports of thofe better acquainted 
with the countryi redificd the errors of an 
indiftinft vifion. It was at the clofe of the 
day, and all the luftre of a fetting fun was 
playing upon their fpotlefi fummits.— The 
fceoery Was at once novel, and fublime. I 
anticipate a thoufand pledfures in vlfiting 
thefe Angular regions, where an externa! 
eonfii£t is kept up between heat and coM ; 
and mountains of ice experience no fenfible 
diminution from the fcorching rays of a foU 
Ititial fun. 3 
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Y A M now returned from a tour among' 
■*" the Glaciers; and what my recoHeiaion,- 
ftided by an occafional note made on' the 
way, can fupply, (hall now be penned' 
down for your amufement. It waS' on' 
Thurfday.JuIy 28, that we left Lauiarine on 
this expedition. Wc cpmpofed together a' 
party of feven, not including fervaiits. Thtf 
morning of the agth, we left Genevai at an* 
early hour j and crofllng the broefc atf 
phefne, little more than a^ mile from the" 
town of Geneva, we entered the t^'ritory' 
of Savoy. The road to Bonneville, the? 
town where we firft halted, became- gra-r* 
dually mountainous, and we at length found 
purfelves at the foot of the Mole. Of thia 
tnount^iii I haye h^fqxe remarked, that it» 
appearance 
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.^appearance from Geneva prefcnts a conical 
^ f&rm ; but this vanifhed as we approached : 
■ ; ^. and, agreeable to the teftimony of Mr. Sauf- 

fure, fome who have made an expeditioa - 
* to Bonneville in order to examine the Mole, 
have returned without feeing it — having 
miftaken for it fome other mountaiti whofe 
figure refembled moft nearly the form under 
which this appears at a diftance. We began, 
in this part of our journey, to enter 'the land 
of fprings, and the heat being immoderate, 
often regaled ourfelves with draughts from 
thefe icy waters. We were drefled in the 
lighteft clothing, yet fuffered very much 
from the fcorchiog rays of the fun, and 
their reflexion from the Gdes of the moun- 
tains. We took fome refrefliment at Bon- 
neville, and found ihelter there for fome 
hours from the fervors of the day. I ftrotled 
to the church for amufement, and found it 
tiot behind its fellows in faintly dignity. 
Many caffcets were placed upon the different 
altars, containing mi^ unqueftipnable frag- 
10 ments 
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ments of ancient worthies. I tranfcribed 
from one of tbefe precious repofitoriea the 
following infcription — I leave the Monk who 
■wrote it, to defend the*purity of its concords. 
." Reliquias Sandse Vincentiie rite cognita* 
" in hoc capfulo inclufas generafioni fidc- 
*' hum Bonopolis in facello S" Petri exponi 
•* permittuniur." 

We left Bonneville after repofing two oc 
three hours, and pafled by a very fingular 
and romantic rout* to Salenche. Every po& 
fible dlverfity of fcenery is to be found ia 
this latter ftage. Springs and cafcades iffue 
from the roots of the rocks which inclofe the 
track, or fcatter their waters down the fhelv- 
ing fides. The heat raged unabated, till 
the approach to Salenche gave us a diftaat 
view of the Glaciers, whofe icy fummits af- 
forded—to the imagination at leaft — fome ■ 
relief. Salenche terminated our journey of ' 
the day, and the evening was employed in 
making the neceffary arrangements for our 
conveyance to Chamouni, and viewing a 
cafcade 
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cafcade at fame Unle diftance ; I Icnow not 
its name. The approach to it was over 
rough and loofe ftonea, fome of which lay fo 
lar under the water, that tC was protilematiip 
cal whether the feet would alight upon tltem 
or not Hie catarad guflied firom a hollow 
rock^ and waft not without its grotcfque of- 
naments ; but when the difficulties of egrcft 
and regrefs are calculated, th« balance of 
pleafnre preponderates but little iq its fa- 
vour. . 

From a necefiity— -to which we were coor 
drained tofubmit~w$ were not provided with 
fbar'a-bancj on the following day till near 
eleven o'clock. The char-a-banc is a fmaU 
ftrong carriage, in which two or three may 
ride. Upon this you fit, with your feet 
near the ground, refliog upon a fwinging 
board, and are drawn fideways. It is fur- 
prizing how faft the mules trot with thefe 
vehicles at their heels, over k>xas: of the 
rpugheft and moft craggy tracks ; their feet 
we at once fore ai^ i;iv«ln,erabl.e. Our char- 
9,-bancs. 
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a-bancs halted it thf.villago $f Cb«de, and 
we were very greatly entertained with a 
view of the cafcade. The water appeared 
to fall from a height of about 150 feet : as 
it defcends it is very regularly fcittered, till 
in the lower part of its defcent it i^ diflipat- 
ed in the gentled dlAillatLoa. Thete was 
much beauty in this fiae cafcade, th^ efietH: 
of which is not a little improved by the fur- 
rounding fcenery. We had loft the hour 
at which it is viewed to the greateft advan- 
tage, — the guides afluring us that had we 
arrived fomewhat fooo^, we fliould have 
had the pleafure c^ feeing a rainbow 
formed upon this tranfparent fliower. — Re- 
entering our char-a-bancs, we paffed over 
a rough and broken track, blocked up in 
fome parts by hideous mafles of rock, inter- 
cepted in others by furious torrents that 
poured from the heights, till we entered 
upon a charming plain, in which was fituat- 
ed St. Gervais. Here all was gaijdy. 
The Cure had given an entertainment : 
. vpL. I. Q^ mafs 
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mafs was jull over, and the' villagers had 
commenced their dance. We partook under 
a tree of the refrefiiments of the place, and 
diverted ourfelves with feeing thefc peafants 
perform the evolutions of the Valz. Short- 
ly after this we entered the valley of Cha- 
mouni, and arrived by five o'dock at the 
foot of the Glacier de Boifons. 



LETTER XLV. 

/np H E Glacier de Boifons is . the firft 
to which ftrangers are generally intro- 
duced. It makes fcarcely any figure from the 
valley, ftanding among many -others of much 
greater magnitude. Being feverally fur- 
niflied with a long ftick pointed with iron, 
we afcended with eafe the lower part of the 
mountain, which was covered with turf 
and not very fteep ; but the approach to- 
wards the ice was difficult, and the (licks 
were eminently ufefu!. Previous to our ar- 
rival 
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irival Upon the level with the Mer-de-g]ace,we 
were flopped by the guides in order to view 
the magniBc^nt profpedl before us. It pre* 
fented a range of icy pyramids of the pureft 
complexion, and of the boldelt forms : we 
were fiiled with aflonifhment at a fpe£lacle 
which blended lb perfedly the grand and 
the beautiful. 

Arrived at the fummit of the mountain^ 
we entered upon the Glacier^ but found.great 
difficulty in keeping our feet. The fun had 
glofled the furface, and rendered it almoft 
impoffible to tread with any degree of fecu* 
. rity. In paffing amongft thefe frozen trads, 
we came to many wide chafma and gulphs 
of a formidable depth. "We threw down 
flakes of ice or (tones, whofc fall returned a 
tremendous fouad. It was curious to oh- 
ferve upon the hlgheft parts many mafles 
of ftone ready to precipitate ; .and upon the 
mountains In defcending We faw fome of 
dreadful bulk, which bad at different times, 
been tumbled from the fummit of theGlacier. 
0.3 Pierre 
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Pierre Balmat, bur principal guide, related 
to us, that he was witnefs to the fall of one 
of the^largcft of thefe ; and that it was at- 
tended with the moft tretnendous circum- 
iUnccs. Indeed it appeal extraordinary 
that men fhoutd be found to inhalnt regions, 
*here they ai^ continually ex|>ded to thefe 
impending dangers. All the wdy tt we de- 
icended^ we obferved the ruios of trees whofe 
trunks had beefi fplit afunder, or their roots 
torn from the grpund^ by the' viokftee of 
thefe Avalanches. We. had fuffered but 
Httle fatigue by the whole of this expedi- 
tion \ the ice affiirded us water of thfr 
moft refreihidig coolnele, - and ftrawberries 
abounded ilpon the ixlonntaia dver whi<^ 
we paffed on leaving the ice. Evening was 
now advancing : we re-entered our char- 
a-bancs, and Aiordy arrived at the Priory 
of Chamouni. : 

Pierre Balmat undertook all the tiecellary 

arrangements 'for the buHn^fsL of Montan- 

vert, which we were next to undertake ; 

an^ 
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and the following morning, after an early 
male, came to announce that all was in reaj- 
dinefs. We were but four who refolved on 
this expedition ; and we began to afcend the 
mountain, having Pierre Balmat at our head, 
and another guide bringing up the rear, each 
charged with their portion of luggage, pro- 
vifion, &c. The firfl league, or hour as it is 
called, was nigged, but not fieep. It is fo 
muf:h of the way as is ufually made by the 
mules. We began from thi$ boundary to 
experience feme di£BcuUtes; the track, with- 
out being lefs rugged, became more fteep ; 
and we had occafionally to pafs along a pre^ 
cipice, which could not be regarded without 
dizzinefs, and from which a falfe ftep mufl 
inevitably have terminated the journey. 
The .profpeft before us annihilated all fenie 
of fear or fatigue ; and, after an arduous 
ftruggle of about three houre, we gained the 
fummit of the Montanvert, and had the 
glorious Mer-de-glacc full in view. 
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We had afcended the mountaia very lightly 
clad, and had been much opprelTed by heat. 
The traDfition was inftantaneous to a chil- 
ling cold. The guides admoniihed us to 
wrap ourfelves up fpeedily, as the air from 
the Glacier might have a dangerous efie^ 
The Mer-de-glace refembles exaSly a bil- 
lowy expanfe of water frozen while the 
waves were yet fwelling with the majefty of 
the ftorm. We defcended by a rugged path 
to the level of the ice ; and by a proper 
union of courage and caution, afcended and 
defcended over the vaft columns of ice which 
covered this furface. Wherever the eye 
ranged, nothing prefented icfelf but objeds 
of terrible grandeur ; — precipices, o^'fer 
which hung the loofening rocks — gulphs, 
where theprojcGed ftone could Icarcely find 
a bottom. The whole vajley appeared, as 
ftiU heaving with the tcrapeft. Before I 
quitted the ice, I call a parting view at the 
vaA range of rocky fpires and columns that 
ioclpfed 
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inclofed it. To the left, I faw th? vale of 
Chamouni far below ; and to the right, the 
Glacier extended more than twenty leagues 
among regions ioacceflible to human dif- 
covery. I felt an cnthufiafm, which is re- 
vived in the narration — but which the moft 
elaborate defcription is ill calculated to com- 
municate. 

LETTER XLVI. 

^~vu R repaft was prepared by the induftri- 
^■^ ous guides in a flied known by the 
name of Blair's Cabin. It is principally 
formed by ftones, placed without cement 
upon each other ; and the table is of one 
Angle ftone. It was, as Balmat reported^ 
ereded by a gentleman of the name of Blair, 
in confequence of a violent hail-ftprm — not 
unufual in thefe regions— from which him- 
felf and his friends had fufiered. The tra- 
veller owes Mr. Blur gratitude for this piece 
of philanthropy. The interior cf this cabin 
0.4 M 
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is covered with a regifter of names engraved 
upon the walls by thofe who have vifit&d 
thcfe fccnes. 

Nothing can furpafs the intrq>idity and 
zeal of the guides of Chamouni. There aro 
no dangers, however fomiidable, that they 
will not face. Whea Mont Blanc was 
deemed inacceffible— an opinion which pre:* 
vailed tilt within a few years — the exertions 
of the guides were nevvrthelefs indefatigable. 
An accident at length unfolded what the la- 
bour of years-^perhapa of ages— might have 
explored in vain. The cafual wanderings 
of Jacques Bahnat to a confiderable height 
opened to hitn a track, by which he deemed 
the a&ent practicable. This fecret he com- 
municated to Paccard, who had cured 'him 
of an illnefs contracted on the moantatn. 
They agreed to mafcc the attempt, in 
which they perfedly fucceeded Aug. 1786. 
Upon thisM.Sauflurc,whofe longrefearches ' 
in that particular line, bad ,M him to offer 
xewards for any difcoveries.of this nature, 
repaired 
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repaired to Chamouni the following year 3 
aod, with eighteen guides fui'niihed with a 
tent, proviflons, and inilruments of obferva- 
tion, afcended, with unparalleled hardihood 
and extreme danger, Mont Blanc Aug.i 787. 
Having finiOied qur repaft, and allowed 
due time for our guides to refrefh them- 
felves, we began to defcend. The begin- 
ning of the defcent was not accompanied 
with any particular difficulties : but the lat- 
ter part, -which purfued a track difierent 
from that by which we afcended, was fte^ 
and hazardous. We were occaGonally 
ftartied by the diftant rumbling of thofe 
Avalanches, which are (particularly during 
the -heats) detaching loofe maiTes of ice or 
Acne, and precipitating them with violent 
explofion. Thefe mountains are not with- 
out their luxuries. We were prefented in 
different ftations of the defcent with ftraw- 
berries and goats~milk of delicious flavour. 
Thofe who have felt the heat can alone ima* 
gine how grateful thefe refrefhmcnts prov- 
ed. 
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«d. . Having at length effefted our defcent, 
we traverfed a valley through which flowed 
the Arveron ; — this, like all the bottoms in 
the neighbourhood of thefe mountains, was 
ilrewed with thofe fragments of ftone» 
which once occupied a higher fituation. Our 
guide now conducted us along this uncouth 
track to one of the nobleft objedis in nature 
' — the fource of the Arveron. It is a recefs 
hollowed out by the hand of nature, and all 
the colours that enrich it are of her own 
pencilling. Imagine the openings of a 
mighty cavern — fcoopcd in the centre — and 
over-arched by various mafles of ice in forms 
the moft wild, yet the moft majcftic. — 
Pi(3ure to yourfelf the pureft tints, blending 
into each other with the moft enchanting 
foftnefs, and the moft regular gradation. 
From the centre of this cave thus artfully 
formed, — thus fublimely coloured, — imagine 
a torrent ifluing with violence, and tu- 
multuoufly rolling among mafles of rock, 
which ob(lru£t the channel and fpread its 
2 watera 
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waters into foam. If the picture be not 
tntire, throw into the canvas the furrounding 
fceneryj — the vale of Chamouni decorat- 
ed ia all the charms of induflrj and cul- 
ture J — the hoary magnificence of the 
Glaciers ; — and the fombre majefty of thole 
ftubbom rocks, which retain no trace 
of vegetatioa:-"letthe fetting fun throw 
his laft rays over this groupe ;— and then 
tell me, whether it be enthi^fiafm to clais 
this with the noblefl produfflibns of nature. 
I muft. remark, from fome converfation 
I had this day, — that the Savoyards parti* 
cipate thofe difcontents, which fcem to have 
become fo general in Europe. The yoke of 
tbp Catholic church is a cauTe of great dlfiat!^ 
faOiion, and they treat with ridicule the idea 
of .papal fupremacy. They fpeafc of the 
riches which th? church amaifes, as an uiv- 
merijted exa^ion from their labours ; and 
even coniid^r the dlfm(^ or tithe, as a very 
high price for occafional abfolution. This 
I W4S rather furprized to hear: but there U 
another 
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-another and very ferious fubjed of difcoo^ 
tent, }Q the preference given by die court to 
Piedmont, to the prejudice of Savoy, The 
SiToyards affirm, that they are treated widi 
negled} that their inferiority is marked 
by an exclufion from pofts of diftindioa 
and emolument ; and that in all cafes where 
honour^ profit, or authority are annexed to 
any places at the difpofal of the govern* 
ment, they have the mortification to fee a 
Fiedmontefe preferred. The greatefi fix-. 
ment prevails in thofe parts which border 
on the lake, or conned with Geneva. The 
frequent communications which thefe have 

• with the inhabitants of the Pays de Vaud— 
many of whom are ftrongly inclined- to* 
French principles-r-have contributed to the. 

^iffufion of that fpirit of revolt,,whichr«gna 
among ;hem. At the mineral fprings of 
Thonon a.nd Evian there are occafional fetes,, 
and this keeps up a perpetual intercourfe 
between the Savoyards and the inhabitanta 
of the other fide pf th^ Ukei and fd ;>a 
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has been trumpeted at their feftive raeedngs . 
■with no fmall Ihare of applaufe. The clergy 
in the neighbourhood of Chamouni are by 
no means numeroua ; at Salenche and its 
environs they abound, and exhibit all the 
marks of foVereign pride* 

At iirfi entering Savoy, t was embar- 
rafled to conceive how the land could be 
divided ; as it difcovered no viftble parti- 
tions. I was however told, that it is par- 
celled put with great accuracy, and prer- 
fervcd fufficicntly dlt^inft, — though in many 
plac^ by imaginary boundaries. Land is here 
preferred to every other fpecies of property ; 
each man is emulous of acquiring a portion ; 
and fuch are the happy manners of the valley 
*-a flick or ftone,— the moft trtfilng mark 
ferves to define the meum and /uum;— and, 
with few fcstceptions, his property is facred 
from violation. 
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/TpHE evening nfter our dcfcent from 
Montanvert, I amufed myfelf with 
walking about in various parts of the val- 
ley, and gazing at the different filrrDunding 
6bje£ls of magnificence. It was within a 
quarter of an hour of fun-fet that finding 
ttiyfclf fomewhat fatigued, I ftretched along 
a bank, watching the decline of the fun- 
how about to retire among the Glaciers. 
The Aiguille de Midi, the Dome, and 
Mont Blanc were at that time richly illu- 
minated ; and I waited with anxious curio^ 
fity the iffue. The rays of light gradually 
paffed from the Dome .and the Aiguille^ till 
the former was enveloped in.ffaadow, and 
the points of the latter glittered only at the 
extremities. All this time Mont Blanc pof- 
feflcd a large portion of folar luftre ; and, after* 
the 
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the Aiguilles were enveloped in the gathering 
ihades of evening, the lijs of. the parting 
light ftiU refted on the fuperior mountain. 

If was thi3 day determined by four of us 
to continue ouf expedition along the valley^ 
and vlGt as much as ihould be convenient 
of this extraordinary cfauntry. We were 
joined the following morning by two other 
gentlemen, whofe intentions co-incided 
with our own ; atid under the condud of 
Pierre Balraat, feverally mounted upon 
mules, we began at an early hour to afcend 
the Col-de-Balme- This is a mountain 
^hich bounds the valley of Chamouni, and 
over which is the ihorteft pa0age into the 
Pays de Valais. A ihore iifual, becaufe 
more pradicable track is over the Tete 
Noire. The afcent of the CoI-de-Balme is 
attended with little diSiculty. The greater 
part is — and all may be— made upon mules. 
The defcent is hideoufly fteep ; and, though 
^he track is fufScien.tly ferpentine, yetitia 
not defcended without cooGderable. fatigue. 

:' From 



DolizodbyGoOgle 



k40 L E T T E R XLVII. 

From the fummit of this mountain we en^ 
joyed a very noble and extended view- 
M. SauiTure calculates that it rifes iiSi 
toifes, or 7086 Englifli feet, above the level 
of the Mediterranean. On completing our 
defcent we found ourfelves in the valley of 
Trent, fo called from a torrent of that 
name which i^ues from a contiguous Gla- 
cier. On the higheft part of the Col-de- 
Balme there is a ftone, defining the limits 
of Savoy { and from this land-mark com- 
mences the territory of Valais. "We turned 
a little into the valley of Trent, in order to 
ftop at the village of that name, and give 
fame repofe to our mules. Our guide con- 
duded us to a fmalt hut, where the good 
folks did all in their power to entertain us. 
They fucceeded better with the mules 
than with their riders ; for all the eSiifions 
of honed hofpitality could not atone for 
the poverty of thdr fare. They fet before 
us a di(b of honey and fome bottles of 
meagre and acid wine. 

This 
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This village is very curioufly fituated, at 
^he bottom of immenfe and ianumerable 
inountains, — ahd cotnpofcd of an handful of 
diminutive huts. The largeft of thefe were 
very little above the fize of an Ordinary ftyei 
and conftruSed in a very grotefque ftyle. 
They refembled a kind of woodeh box, fet 
iipon four beams, which are laid. t^)oa i 
foundation of uncemented (tones | and upoii 
the rcHDts ar,fi.ftoiies placed, as a provifiorl 
againft the violent winds, which are nbt un- 
frequent in thefe mountainous cUmes. The 
;peopl& did noc appear unhealthy, nor did t 
fee any goiirou's perfons here. . The flopcS 
oi the inbuntains bore the marks of induftry 
ind fertility : all was iimple, j^id primitive ; 
and we felt our infirmity, when we faw our 
guides deVotir.as a liiiury— what revolted 
tHir palates. The fhOes of our mules beirtg 
iiepaired, and. their Iloma.(;hs replenilhed, 
we, pa£Ging from Trent over the Forday, 
arrivftd at St. Blanchi«x in the evening. 

VOL. iv ' X; 
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•'TpHE paflage of the Forclay had nothiilg 
' in it ielther formidahle, or difficult. 

Wherever the track pafles,— which it did in 
many t>Uce6 tipoil the edge of a precipice,*— 
the inla^tiation was amufed with a flight 
fence ; which wab indeed rather a fecurity 
againfl fear, than a protedion from danger. 
The defcent was extremely rough, and 
ftrewed with a multitude of lai^ and loofe 
ftones.' It took us up nearly two hours to 
defcend into the valley of Maitigny. From 
the Forclay we enjoyed a very 6ne view of 
the city of Sion, the Mont St Gothard, and 
the Gladers of Grindelwald. As our inten- 
tion was to take Martigny in returning firoia 
St. Bernard, we purfued a courfe to the 
-. right from the Forclay ; this track defcribed 
a fort of femt-circle round a hollow vale 
watered by a river, or rufhing torrent, over 
9 • which 
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Which clufters of trees hung in the moft ro- 
mantic forms. 

We fliortly after entered the valley Of 
Entremont. The road by which w&pafled, 
ran along the fteep declivities which flanked 
the valley to the right ; and on either hand 
of us were mountains of . corre^ndent 
height and magnificence. The P.rance— a 
very powerful torrent which takes -its rife 
from the Glaciers round St. Bernard— rolls 
down the valley with noify impetuoi^y. It 
was between feven and eight o'clock when 
we entered the village of St. Blanchier. Our 
guides conducted us to a fpecies of Inn, 
where we were to pafs the night. We 
found our landlady very untradable: all 
-our tQute-fttites were coolly returned with 
tout-a-Vhcures, We had not however in the 
jflue, reafon to complain of any thing but 
■the pertinacity and dilatorlnefs of our hoftefi ; 
for in her own good time, an excellent and 
imoaking fupper was introduced. Our night 
pafled well) and the morning found us fuf- 
R % ficiently 
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fidently recovered to refume our march. "We? 
obtained fome bowls of luicious milk of owr 
landlady, who began to unprove upon u» 
by acqaaintance ; and having mounted ouf 
mules, we put ourfelves m motion: for St> 
Bernard. 

Very icon after iflmsg from the village of 
St. Blanchier, we entered upon a part of 
the valley of Entrcmont, beautiful beyond 
defcription ; and this continued with little 
variation: to St. Ren6, a courfe of threfr 
leagues. Between Martigny and St. Bla»- 
chier the- whole fcenery was wild,; — the 
mountains rocky and barren^— and tfee tor- 
reht below us obftrufted by p'rodigions' 
maffcs of ftone. On the contrary, from Si, 
Slanchierto St. Pierre all ^ fmootb^ harnfo* 
niouS| fruitful. . The mountains are ranged 
in the nobleft and moitbeatttiful forms, and 
conneifted with the utmoft regularity. Tbeit 
fides are clothed with a charming verdure' 
of various hues according to the dtfTefent 
ipecies of cultivation. The Dnince roUs= 
along 
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slong in one continued ftream of foam, and 
fills the valley with its e^oes. I thought, 
as I beheld thefe fcenes, that the fables of 
Romaace and the vifions of Arcadia were 
more than realized to my fenfes. My ima- 
gination Teemed not to experience a want, 
nor could I figure to myfelf one abfent 
charm which could improve this woiiderfut 
valley. All the varieties of nature were 
here delicioufly blended. Here were view- 
ed all the different ihades of verdurCi and 
every artful diftribution of culture. Add to 
thefe, the fmuous channel of the torrent,^— 
its frothy furface, — its hollow roar,-^ahd 
then fay what is there left for poetry to feign ? 
Between St. Blanchard and St. Pierre yre 
pafled two villages— the firft of which is 
Orfieres, the laft Liddes. As we entered the 
firft of thefe, we pafled the Drance by a 
wooden bridge. They appeared in this part 
of the valley to be in a way of refinement. 
3ome few houfes were undei^olng repairs, 
^nd fitting iip in— wliat I prcfume may have 
R 3 " been 
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beei> — the ftile of acentury paft in the civilized 
parts of the world ; and what may pafs for 
modern tait:e, in a valley, where the viflts of 
the fun are but juft long enough .for the 
purpofes of exigence. It appeared much 
the fafhion along this valley to confecrate 
the houfes by pious infcriptions. I obferv- 
ed upon many doors, which had been lately 
painted, the names of faints infcribed, or 
fome religious motto. Juft upon the part 
where in a mercantile town would have 
been advertifed the name and occupation 
of the inhabitant, were infcribed on many 
doors the three names Jefus-^Marie--^ 
■Jofipb. 

We now paffed from Orfieres to Liddes, 
having the Draoce to our right. Liddes is 
romantically fituated in the narroweft part 
of the valley, the mountains of which ap- 
proach fo near each other as almoft to com- 
prefs and entomb it. In pafling through this 
place, we overtook one of thofe good induC> 
triouB Penitents who travel far for the be- 
nefit 
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nefit of their fouls.' The pious pilgrim wag 
in a garment rerembling' that which honeft 
Bunyan has defcribed his hero to have rt- 
ceived from one c^ the Jhhhg ones. It was 
variegated with thebrighteftcolours,— adorn- 
ed with fliells, mottoes, and portruts of 
the moft fucc^sful interceflbrs in l>ehalf of 
thofe who pradife pilgrimage and pe- 
nance. He bore a tall ftafi*, his feet were 
bare, — that is to fay the upper parts, — and 
thus he was about to crofs the rugged flints 
of St. Bernard ; in order to vifit the hofy 
flirine of Loretto, and — in the Ipirit of an-" 
tient fuperflitioa— " to feek him dead who 
lives in Paradife.** 



LETTER XLIX, 

■vT was about ten o'clock when we entered 

the village of St. Pierre; andj as the 

Ckinvent of St. Bernard was but threa 

leagues diftant from this placCi we deter- 

R 4 mined 
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miaed upon makipg ourvlfit immediately, anj 
^turning to St. Pierre in tl»c evening. We 
ritqueAed oqr hoftefs to prepare us a fupper. 
The good woman talked of honey and goats-; 
jnillc ; — we queftioned her upon the articles; 
pf bread and meat ; ihe aflured us that there 
was neither butcher nor baker in the town, 
but that ihe would leiid up to the moun- 
^ins to kill a fiieep fpr our accommodation. 
It was indeed our fate, wherever we flop- 
ped, to fpread ilaughter and devaflation. 
We had fcarcely entered our quarters at St. 
Blahchier, when the moft difmal fcreams 
aflailed us from the hen-rooft. Scarcely 
had we quitted St. Pierre, on our route to 
St. Bernard, before we faw a remorfelefs 
clown, deputed to that ferviceby our hoftefs, 
fcaling the mountain, and feizing the af- 
frighted and defencelefa £heep. We blufhed 
for the diforders we had introduced intO| 
thefe Arcadian regions, where all was inno- 
cence as in the age of Gold, and the peace- 
ful reign of Satm-n. Here the flocks fecni- 
3 ed 
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fid proprietors of the mountains, and the 
V7ant8 of men were fatisfied without the -efr 
fufion of blood ; here the woods appear7 
cd facred tp fpHtude and filence.-T 

— Where the rode ixe with heaved Arob^ 
Wai never beard ^he nytnphi to dauD^ 
Or fright them froin their hallowed haont. 

■ In leaving St. Pierre the track dividps-— 
that to the left, opening into the Valforeyj , 
that to the right, conduding to St. Bernard, 
From thefe oppofite djreflions iflue two 
Areams, which are feverally denominated 
from the Yalforey and the St. Bernard j and 
yrhich uniting a little below, form that tor- 
rent which pours along the valley of Entrc- 
mont. St. Pierre is the laft village of the ' 
Valais in this route j and from this tp the 
Convent of St. Bernard, they eftimate three 
leagues or hours. Soon after leaving 
the village, we entered upon a coarfe and 
rugged plain, ftrewed with fragments of 
|lone, which had beed walhed down fron^ 
.thd 
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the'heijghts J and from this we continued 
to aTcend over rocks of Ihapclcfs afperiiy. 
liipafliDg thefe 1 was indebted to my mule, 
wliofe dexterity in running up the fteep de- 
clivities excited my aftonifhment, and I 
ought to add, my gratitude. The moft 
provoking property of thefe animals ib, 
that they will always coaft upon the preci- 
pice. I more than once laboured to force 
my mule to abandon this dangerous fyflem, 
but he taught me acquiefcence, by either 
making a full fiop, or, if I perfiftcd, in be- 
taking himfelf to a iit of kicking. I am 
perfuaded that no one ever reached the 
heights of St. Bernard in this mode of tra- 
vel, without having learnt more of paffivc 
obedience and moral refignation, than ho 
would ever have acquired from Sir Robert 
Filmer, or the Whole Duty of Ma,n. 

We had now climbed about two leagues 

and a half over a very rugged and flinty 

track, difcQvered rather by the induftry of 

our guides and the recollection 6f oiir mules, 

than 
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than by any veftiges of former fo^ft^^ 
' We at length croQed the torrent which ^K^ 
its rife a little above us, and now enterei^ 
upon the moft dreary and melanchoy ,\ 
icenes. The mountains on every fide wer^"_ ^ 
rugged and naked, except where the fnow^v^ 
continued undiiTotved the whole of the year, 
nearlya quarter of aleague. Before wereach- 
ed the Convent, we pafTed through a track of. 
fnow,many parts of which were more thana 
foot deep. This fnow liquidates very Howly ; 
it is a part of the mountain expofed to the 
north, and which enjoys but for a few mo- 
ments the rays of the fun. ' A few years 
paft it continued undiflblved the whole of 
the fumnier; and the pious fathers began 
to feel alarm, left it ihould accumulate and 
ibrm a Glacier. 

We arrived by three o'clock at the door 
of the Convent. Our guide demanded ad- 
mittance, when one of the order came to , 
the door, and invited us to enter and par- 
take of the refreihment of their " pauvre 
hoipice." 
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hofpice." He was indeed particularly fony 
it' Ihould have been a day of penaQce, and 
feared left the kltchea could not afford us 
« fmtable repaft. He accompaoied us over 
the Convent, fiiowed us the feveral apart- 
ments, libnuT', chapel, &c. We were 
feated in a gloomy faloon, after due obfer- 
vation of the jarities of the places and a 
very frugal meal was fenred up,T-the brother 
of the order himfelf waiting i^n us. We 
urged him to partak^ with usr-h<! excufed 
himfelf, by faying^that he bad dined at 
their ufual hour of half paft ten. We en- 
treated him not to ftand ; he refifted our 
entreaties, by afluring us— that it became 
him, and fupplicating us to rewiye the 
hofpitalities of the Convent *■* au npm de 
*' Dieu" 
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^ \j R venerable hoft had, in th« interval 
of preparation for dinner, conduiled 
us round the environs of the Convent, and 
wretched indeed was the feenery which fur- 
rounded thefe pious fathers. The whole 
mountain is of fo obdurate and untra^able a 
nature, that no art or labour can render it a 
fubjeO: of cultivation. There were two or 
three fmall interftices. between the rocks, in 
yrhich thefe indollrioas men had difpofed 
fome mould imported from the foil of St. 
Pierre; by means of which-:-with the 
greateft difficulty — they raifc a few vege- 
tables. The whole crop would have fcarce-* 
ty fiUed an ordinary plate : but elevated ihtc 
theie r^OQS of cold and foHtude, they have 
recourfe to any little expedient which may 
occupy thur hopes, and diflipate the ennui 
of perpetual imprifo&oient. Theirs is indeed 
afatCi 
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a fate, though felf-impofed, beyond the ri- 
gors of the fevereft punifliment. 

——From rbe cheerful *tjs ofttta 
CutoF, ind for the bookof koowlege fair 
Prefented with bd ua'tntM blank 
Of Natore't work), to them npungsd asd nki. 

The good father who performed the ho- 
nours of the place, told us, that he had been 
twelve years in this Convent ; and, though 
he was not in reality more than thirty years 
of age, his countenance was fo haggard, ft 
fallow, and fo fickly, that he appeared quite 
a veteran. We afked him after the reft of 
his comrades ; he faid, they were gone " fe 
promener." — It is diverting to hear of a 
promenande, in regions where every ftep 
leads to freCh dangers, and every change of 
fcene is only an aggravation of horrors. He 
fpofce of a journey to St. Pierre, as a boy 
would of his holidays ; and made as much 
of an excurfion to Martigny, as an English- 
man would of a trip to Newmarket.-—** On 
y va," faid he, *' des fois -pour s'egayer^ 
He 
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He fhewed us a fmaU lake near the Convenr, 
in which they had attempted to keep fome 
fifii; but the coldncfs of the water almoft 
infbntly killed them. This lake is, he 
faid, feldom free from ice, and was fro- 
zen over lift year fo late aa the month of 
Auguft. Indeed the water he gave us to 
mix with our wine was prodigioufly cold. 
He affured us it was two degrees below the 
ftandard of freezing. We were ihewn a 
fpot upon which once flood a temple of no 
mean fame, and the ground is ftill fcattered 
with fragments of ftone. 

It has been a fubjed of much difputc 
among the learned what route Hannibal 
purfued in crofling the Alps. . An attempt 
has been made from the evidence colleded 
on thefe ruins, to fix this route in the paf- 
. fage over St. Bernard. This opinion is 
not new, as M. Sauffure has remarked. It 
was prevalent in the time of Livy, and he 
oppofes it as deftitute of foundation. Pliny 
was afterwards of opinion, that he paffed 
by 
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by the Mons Jovis, or Penninus. Th*: iaU 
ter of tbefe appellations is referred to thd 
Celtic word Pen, which fignifies high. Mj 
Saufllire fpeaks of liurtieroug ex-Totosi which 
he has himfelf feen; the greater part of 
which are of bronze, and bear iafcribed^ 
fome, JOVI PENNING J others, JOVi 
POENINO. From the latter of tbefe it 
has been concluded, that Hannibal ereded 
a temple here to the God of his cotintry, iii 
teftimony of gratitude for the difcovery of 
the paflage. The ftatue of tbe Jupiter in 
queftion, is proved to have been deftroyed 
by Conftantine, from a pillar which now 
flanda at the foot of the mountain at St. 
tierre : it is infcribed to Conftantine the 
younger. 

Sti Bernard was a Savoyard, and arcb- 
deacon of Aofte in the year 962, Since his 
time the bofpicS has been twice deftroyed 
by fire^ This inftitution was formerly very 
opulent ; it poflcfted lands in Sicily, Eng- 
land, the Low Countries^ &c. of which it is 
now 



L;,Q,i,;.du,GoogIt: 



L E T T E R- I^ .2JZ 

now pretty well ihorn. For hs. fuppprt ,at 
prefent, it is in great meafure indebted to 
the alms colle^ed in difiercnt pajts of the 
country. There is upon the mountaia 
near the Convent, a ftone, which marks the 
, boundary of the Vallais on the one fide, 
and the king of Sardinia's efbtes on the 
other. The contiguity of this Convent to the 
latter has produced fome altercations; and, 
at the beginning of this century, the king 
of Sardinia difputed with the Swifs the right 
of nominating a Provoft, or Head. This, 
after much oppofitlon, was decided in favour 
of the Swifs; who deemed it of importance, 
that a foreign king fhould not nominate to 
a benefice within their dominions,— parti- 
cularly to one fo important, as that of St. 
Bernard has always been efteemed. 

I know not the precife number of this fo- 
ciety : they are all regular Auguftines : the 
Provoft is elefled by the Chapter, and con- 
firmed by the Pope, He refides at Mar- 
tigny. Next to him, is a Prieur Clauftr^l, who 

VOL. I. ' $ a^s 
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kh& as ^Fcfident, iind relides at the CoiLTent. 
Befides tbefe, there is a Sacriftan, who has 
the care "of the chapel ; a Cellericr, who 
fuperintehds the provifions j a Clavandier, 
who diftribiites to travellers ; and an Infir- 
inier, who takes charge of the fick. Ufually 
not more than eight or ten refide ; and 
powerful muft be that motive which deter- 
inmes meo, who can exill elfewhere, to fuch 
kmodeofHf^ 

LETT E R LI. 

/-x^HE principal duties of thefe Bernar- 
- dines fall in the fcafon when fnowa 
and ilorms are mod frequent. At that time 
they are conflantly ia the habits of watch- 
ing occafions for the exercife of thdr ho- 
fpitable funifiions '. a fervant, whom they caU 
the Maronnier, goes before the travellera 
who pafs this way during the perilous feafon, 
with a large dog, peculiar to the mountain. 
This dog 18 of an enormous iize, and of 
tingular 
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fingular fagacity. We faw two of them at 
the Convent. Thefe dOgs have the wonder- , 
ful talent of difcovering the way through 
fogs and fnows^ as alfo of fcenting out the 
bodies of thoTe who have penihed by the 
feverity of the cold. During jhe whole of 
the winter, the brothers at the Convent are 
«mplDyed in fearching for miferable objects 
who have loft their way, or have been bu- 
ried in the inows, by the terrible avcdancbet 
which happen in the f^vere feafon. Each 
lis furnilhed with a ftick pointed with iron. 
"With thefe they found, wherever the dogs 
dire^ ; and by fhaking, chafing, and other 
remedies, they frequently reflore thofe who 
are fortunate enough to be found before 
animation ts totally extin^. 

The height of thismountain iseftimatedat 
about 7542 EngUfli feet perpendicular above 
the level of the Mediterranean. The nature 
of thrar fituation expofcs them to a thoufand 
maladies. Indeed they looked like the fa- 
mily of death. It was fo cold in the Convent, 
that they requifted permiflion to kindle a 
s 2 6re 
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fire for us ; and yet it was the third of Au- 
guft, I confefs to you, I could not view 
their fituatton, nor hear the detail of their 
fufierings, without afking myfelf the 
queftion, whether the ferrices rendered 
to fociety by thcfe men were at all pro- 
portioned to the pain with which they arc 
effeded. I am of opinion that, few would, 
in modern days, undertake a pilgrimage 
over St. Bernard, if they were not fure 
of three * days entertainment on the Way : 
and I cannot think highly of an inflitutioa 
calculated only to keep alive an almoft obfo- 
letc fuperftition. M. SaulTure has taken 
fome pains to defend this inilitution in its 
prefent ftate; and certainly if, as this au- 
thor afHrms, the paflage of St. Bernard 
is of great importance to the Vallais on one 
fide, and the Lombards on the other ; if the 
communication between thefe'two divided 
countries be of fucfa reciprocal advantagej 
the labours of thefe religious, and their 
* So nticb is allowed hy charter lo everj pilgrini. 

fedufioa 
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feclufiOQ from fociety, merit the approba- 
tion of the world. ■■ : i- - . 

There was fomethihg fo unufuatly dreary " 
and tuigemal in, -the »(pe€t of this placed 
thA we were impatient, after du^ gratiti- 
cation of our curipfity, to leave it. We had 
ordered our mules; and white thefe were 
preparing, the ikies blackened prodigtoufly, 
and a heavy florm of hail and thunder camd 
on. The riioriks were urgent with uis to 
pafe the night in the Convent ; but we were 
unanimous in wiihing to take omx leave of 
thefe grim and' itormy regions. < We de? 
fcended throjigh a deluge of >rain, from 
which we ihortly ifiiud^ and left beliSnd 
us the ftorms and the Jaail, to drench thd 
Convent of St. Bernard, Doiibtlefs thfcfe.fa* 
thers mufl: be a^ualed by ibme po^esfiiii 
principle, in fixing their abode in theAr^re4 
gions of mifery : by their vohmtary foffiiU 
ings here, they ho doubt hope to liilii^aK 
the pains of purgatory hereafter. ' I knoW^ 
bot what purgatory is, but I fhould thitdt 
S3 it 



L;,Q,i,;.du,GoogIe 



a6« LETTER LI. 

it lUmoft worth faazardipg, rather thait ea^ 
dure the penance of a refi^ence dutitig life 
upon the mountains of St. Bernard. Mil- 
ton has attempted Tq gWe u6 fo'me idea of 
another pUce ; a:nd I could not difmifs the 
images from my rccoUedion, when I turned 
my eyet ujpon this mi&rablb fcene, 

" A dlfmal fitaation, wafle ind wild | 
*■ Regiou of IbrroiTt doUfnl fliidai ; »herapCKf' . 
", Ab4 nR CAB MMr dwtll j— )kop« never cmnes, 
<* TbAt comet to all." 

t>i;lb)fn£iig partly upon our fe^ and partly 
Dpon our mules, We arrived in the, evening 
alSt. Fierre. The aflivity of ottr hbftefa 
and her CD'adjutora*— ifor it appeared by the 
bilftle that ihe called in the aififtandd of the 
ndghbourhoDd— had prepared our fuppef. 
Oh the foUowtng day we had^ oa our way 
to St. Blanchier, an opportunity of feeing 
the full difplay of muliih refiAance. A 
watch had been left by one of the party a| 
St. Pierre. We were now a full league from 
the plape^ and the guide was directed tore<. 
tura 



D,Q,i,;.du,Goo^It: 



L E T T E R^ LI. afij 

Hum in fearch of it. The guide prepare^ 
to return, but bia mule iiud, "NO." — At 
every effort the former made, the latttr 
added his « VETO." He ufed every mca- 
fure of violence, but he might as well have ■ 
attempted to flog the Trojan horfe into a 
gallop. Much manoeuvring was difplayed 
.on both fides ; at length vi^ory declared in 
&vor of the beaft, and the great Pierre 
Balmat— who had fo often conqiierefl 
. mountains— was himfelf compelled to yield 
to the invincible fttibbornneis of his mule> 
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'T' H E appearance of St. Blanchier is pic- 
turefque indeed, hut partakes too 
much of the horrid. It itands upon the 
borders of the Drance, at the confluence of 
three vallies, and in the very heart of 
ipo^ntuns, which projed in awful forms 
over its cottages, and feeip tp menace 
«4 its 
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[lis deftrudion. It was a feftival with 
the inhabitants} the church bell was ringing' 
a. hollow found, and the peafants were 
crowding the porch, in order to confecrate 
the feAivities of the day by an ad of devo- 
tion. As we paffed through this village, 
we -were alarmed by an explofion, the cffeQ: 
of which among the mountains was tre- 
mendous. We' took it for thunder, and 
Its echoes were prolonged by the rever- 
beration of the rocks with which we were 
ehclofed. A volume of fmoke ifluing from 
a diftant eminence convinced us, that it was 
but the report of gunpowder. 

Martigny, where we repofed ourfelvea. 
and mules, is confidered as of feme im- 
portance in the Vallais; they called it a city, 
and fpoke of it in high terms. It has, how- 
ever, from the figure it makes, no great 
pretenfions to diftindion. It is the head- 
quarters indeed of bufineft and gaiety in this 
country. Our landlord introduced us into 
a very fpa'cious room, in one corner ^ 
which faf a raa'n, whofe figure and manner 
rather 
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rather excited our curiofity. We ha3 takea 
from the fable a large pair df'fiappers, -anti 
■were feverally offering dor conjedures upon 
their ufcj when, obferving' our embarraff- 
ment, the firanger came up, claimed the 
flappers, and told us, they were " pour at*- 
** traper les papillons."— The inn-keeper 
-informed us when he had retired, that it 
was a German baron, whofe penchant fot 
butterfly-hunting was extraordinary ; that he 
expofed himfelf to a thoufand dangers aad 
fatigues in this whimfical purfuit • *' et, Met 
" fieurs, (contipued he,) ce baron la. mettroit 
•* .huit, jours pour attraper un feul papillbn.'^ 
Our hoft was a lank meagre man : bis 
figure was remarkably tall, ghaftly, and 
puritanical : his head wias crowned with 
a white cap, which did not diminifh the 
folemoity c^bis appearance. ■ He harangued 
us the whole of dinner upon the dif- 
ferent purfuits of mankind. rHe treated the 
butterfly- hunter with the moft iarcaflie 
contempt.—'* A fellow, faid he, wbo-ruai 
* over 
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** over fcogt, lakes, aii4 bramUes after a 
■* ihadow} a phantom; a bang that v not 
** touched without fiJIii^ to pieocft ; a 
** thing that has neither body nor foul." 
Our landlord argued, and we fed ; and 
his harangue finiihed only with our dinner, 
AVe then lefiimed our journey to Bex. 

I have not feen during my excurfioQ 
raany goitrous or idiotic perfons. AtSalenche 
I faw Tome few of the latter; and in dif^ 
lerent other places I bfive obferved the 
ibrmer. Tou know the opimons cf medi- 
cal men are much divided upon the probable 
caufes of thefe wene, and of the concomN 
tantdiforderofidiotifro* Thefe ph^aomena 
luve by nuny been referred to fnovy or 
cakareoua waters, wbich are here drank 
by thrinhabitaiMiB— by others fo the marihy 
air, &C. but M. Saufiiire affirms, that in the: 
higher parts of the mountains, whne the 
ittows and ice for the moft part prevail; 
jand in the vdlies open to the plains, where 
the marJhes are principally fomidj. neither 
5 wen> 
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wens nor idiocy are commoD, Thefe ara 
almoft folely to be met with in the,vallie» 
elevated a little above the plain. la order to 
account for this phaenomenon, M. Sau0iir« 
fuppores, that the warmth whicli the en- 
clofed air. receives; in this iituation, relaxes 
the fi^os of infants ; and produces tbefe in* 
J^tions of the neck, and that inertia, which 
is. the ilroQgf chorai^eriftic of the Cretin, 
This he eftablilhes, by remarking, that 
on the. fide of the valley, where the heat 
ftgm direfl ^nd refleded rays U greatef^ 
tKefe difordersmoft abound ; , info'much tb^ 
It is now cuftomary for thofe whofe cir- 
cumftances are not too contrai^d, to fend 
their wives to lie-in, and their infatits to 
be nurfed upon the mountains; and this 
experiment has, in no inftanccj failed of pre- 
.^erying . the fa^lUi and faculties of tho 
children. 
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XX/t *ere now entered into the valley of 
■ the Rbftne, and 'fliortly arrived tjpon 
that pMii,' c6fifecrated to fame by the cafi* 
i xade of fhe Pfflevache. The body of watfer 
ruthes between the divided projefliona <Jf 
a rock, whofe fummits are 'rounded off*, 
'and Qverlpread 'with a pt£turefque umbrage^ 
Its wateradalh with the force acquired by 
a fall of ne^ three hundred feet ag^nft the 
rocky fragments below^ and remount in a 
dpud of foam. In comparifon of thefe fiu- 
pendous phxndmenaof nature^ how little arfe 
the atchjevements of airt ! '" '^ ' 

'Sl Mauricie, through Whicli ' we" no^ 
palfed, is the laft town of the YalhU'i''AnA 
is famous for having been the Agaunum of 
the ancients, where the maflacre of the 
Theban Legion happened. The Romad 
' bridgtt 
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bridge of one arch, built across the Rh6ne, 
is. ftill in exigence. "Oidr excellcDcies of 
Berne, . whofe territoey here commecces, 
have a fmall gamfon in the place; and 
fome involous queftioos, of our names, 
country, deiigne, &c., put by a few invalids, 
notified our entiance upon this fovereiga 
foil. We arrived in the evening at Bex, 
and finally difinifled our guides. Bi^ore I 
take my leave of them, let me commend 
their adiivity, fidelity, and gratitude. Mea 
T^ore ready to ferve, and more difpofed to 
be fatisfied, I have never yet met with: 
their undefftandings are in general good, 
their information found, and their man- 
ners pleafmg and ingenuous. -This is an 
culoglum due to the guides of Chamouat. 

Bex is famous for the falines, or fait 
works, which are carried on in its neigh- 
bourhoodt We vifited thefe the following 
day, having obtained permiflion from the 
fuperintendant. Our char-a-bancs carried 
us to the foot of the raountidn which con- 
4 tains 
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<uinK thele CUc ipriogs, and a guide coa-- 
duded us to die mouth of thofe caTerns hf 
«rlnch we were to enter the heart ^of the 
■sountain. . I mufl; obferve, that it is now one 
hundred aod twenty years iince thcfe f^nriogs 
«rere difcovered; andtliefiejgneursof Berne^ 
«rho are the proprietors, have fpared no ex*- 
{lenceto derive from ihcm every poffible ad«> 
vantage. The greatHaller hadfbr fome yean 
the iiipeiintendance of thefe woiks, which 
arenowunderthediredionof Mr. Wild. U 
«ras fuggofted to the r^ublic, th»t there 
muft be feme fated of fait funk deeply under 
Ac mount^n; becaufe, in proportion as 
they dug into the earth, the water ran more 
copious, and was more (Irongly impregr 
nated wi& ialt. An experiment was there* 
foremadeatanimmenfe coft; and upon dig- 
ging below the bed of the Rhdne, they heard 
the found of a fpring, to which they feemed 
&ft af^roaching. This animated their la- 
bours : they penetrated to the fpring, and 

to . 
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to their infinite morti6cation found it per- 

A labourer met ud at the entrance of the 
nKmnt»n,4iad furnifiiing us with frocks and 
lamps, conduced us along a nartow pal^ 
fage bored through the foUd rock, and lined 
with fulphurcons matter. After viewing 
in our way the refervoir, we continued 
along this channel, which kept afcendir^, 
till we came to the centre of the mountain. 
Here a large wheel of thirty-fix feetdiameter 
was playing with the eafe of a clock wheet, 
and thelky was vitible above, the mountaia 
being here pierced from the fummit toth* 
centre. We now defcended from this emi- 
nence, retracing our former fteps, till we 
came to another bore of the* mountain 
which'-opcned a paHage to the right. Thiff, 
bur guide told us, penetrated one thotifanB 
feet, and we flioulfJ, he added, find the wort- 
naeh extending it ftiltferther. We entered 
upon it, but had not gone many paces be- 
fore we ^i^t'a great difierence in the at- 
molphere. 



DiQiiizcdDyGoo^It: 



tjt .LETTER Llir. 

mofphere. As we advanced, we found the 
air ftill lefs fit for refpiration: our lamps 
went out frequently, and we felt a painful 
preflure upon the lungs. Yethere the poor la- 
bourers were employed in chifTelling the hard 
rock, and hewing out a paflage, in an air 
.poifoned by fulphureous exhalations, and to 
us — unfamiliar with its vapours — totally 
fuffocating. "We were at this moment, as the 
guide informed us, four thoufand feet deep 
la the mountain. Thefe poor people have 
but eight batz, or about one fliilling per day. 
Their day confifts of eight hours; at the ^ex- 
piration of which, the fefr that goes off, is 
iucceeded by another, without interruption; 
fo that the works are never fuifered to (land 
iiill. We 4iaftened to emerge from this diA 
mal dungeon ; and were on our way, when 
a hoUow found rumbled through every ca- 
vity of the mountain, and was conveyed to 
our ears in thundering claps. We. were 
thrown into alarm, and- imagined that the 
fulpbureous^air had ^ladled from the .lapp, 
and 
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and occasioned the explofion ; nor did we 
find oui^elves much relieved by the intelti-* 
gence of our guide» that it was o/ify occa- 
sioned by fome labourers btlow, who were 
blowing up parts of the rock with gun* 
pdwder. 
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CtTcH was our exterior when we left the 

hollow windings of the Salt Mount^n, ' 
that we were obliged to perfofm half a 
dozen luftrations before we were reftored to 
humanity. What will not curipfityatchievpt 
A more diiagrccable expedition could not 
have been undertaken. A frock, thick-fet 
with greafe, hanging over our Ihoulders— 
our heads bent, to watch our footfteps over 
the rank fmofce of a lamp'— noxious exhala- 
tions hovering round the walls— and a con- 
taminated air entering into our lungs.— 
Such were the circumlbnce§ attending out 
VOL. I. T. defcent 
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defcent into thefe abodes of mtfery and hor- 
ror. Spealdng . in the language of. a tra- 
veller, it ia one of thofc objcSs which it is 
ZDore pleafant to have feen, than \oJee, 

Bex is a town of do great extent, plea- 
fantly fituated, in a foil that has enriched 
its inhabitants to a degree incommodious 
to the traveller. Their indifference to fur- 
ther gain is fuch, that they will rather fuf- 
fer their cattle to continue unemployed, than 
let them out to Grangers at a reafonable 
payment. The grand eatable at Bex is po- 
tatoes. Thefe they grow of an enormous 
iize, and a very admirable quality. They 
ufually fervethem up, dreffed in various ways, 
in the fame courfe. Some troops were en* 
tering this town, at the moment in which we 
were quitting it. The occafion was fuflB- 
ciently whimHcal. -A difpute had arifen 
among the inhabitants, refpefting the church 
pews. This quarrel had at length aflumed 
a fenous ihape, and a holy war was ex- 
pefted. Their Excellencies of Berne had 
beea 
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t»eea requofted to march fometroops into 
the town, in order to quell thofe religious 
feuds, and reduce this church militant to a 
peace eftablilhment, I fufpeft that the fpi- 
rit of difcontent, which is gaining Co rapidlj' 
;imong the provinces dependcnt>on the go- 
vernment of Berne, has excited them to tbi^ 
meafure of precaution ; and the {hiiggle for 
church pews, has only aSforded the pretext 
for putting it in execution. 

We now pafled by Aigle and VHIeileuve 
to Vevai. This was a very delicious part 
of our journey. It was on this day that w& 
regained our view of the Lake of Geneva, 
at the extremity of which Villencuve ftands. 
Between Bex and this laft mentioned place, 
we faw the entrance of the Rh6ne into the 
lake. There ift nothing pecuUai'ly flriking 
in this> beyond the coitHderatioh, that this 
liver continues its courfe through the Lake 
till at Geneva— a diftance of more than forty 
miles from the point of entrance — its waters 
are again colle^ed into a ftream, acquire a 
T 2 new 
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new TelocUy, and move in a rapid curceoe 

towards the iea. 

We pafTed.the Chateau de ChUloo, as we 
drove to Vcvai. It is a very beautiful ^ir- 
nament to this part of the Lake, and reminds 
one forcibly of antieat iable. This Chateau 
is built upon a (tupeadoua rock, running 
far into the Lake; on the other extremity of 
which are the hdghts of Milleray, immor- 
talized by the pen of RouSeau, It was in 
this Chateau that the baUiS of Vevai had 
their antient refidcocej and, previous to 
the iDtrodudion of artillery, this fcrt was 
confidered as Impregnable.- The garriioB 

. has lately been augmented by the provi- 
dence of the Bernois, who do not view, 
without ftrong fymptoms of ftpprehenfixm, 
the eclat which the French revolBtion has 
obtained in the difierent provinces depen- 
dent upon their authority. W& pajQed the 
mght at- Yevai— a very lively Uttle town 
upon the banks of the Lake, fiirniihed with 
very 
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»ety a^eeaUc promenades— and the nest 
ifi^miig arrived st Laufanne. 

I have now brcrag^t my jonrnal of this 
tMpedkicHi to' a coacJtrfion. Nine days 
wertr'fpferitinacCOTnplHhJngthiffobjeit J and 
fuch has been 6ur indliftry, that we have in 
the courfe of this fliort period gone over a 
track of near two hundred miles. I retrace the 
journey with great fatisfa^ion. The fcenea ' 
with whiiA'it has becn-cr6ude(f," will never 
perhaps, in my experience, meet a parallel. 
Where Aall t feek again the contiguous 
$l^tntd .<o£ heat and- ooU^? Wh^re Ihall ,-I 
$Dd the tcroipareht pyramids- iof Boiflbns, 
oc the icy magaizineB pf Nfootanvevr? Witit 
fiUiaics>wiU.fliaw me a poralle} 10 the .ehry^ 
U3t arcbf s ovsar die Anreronj. or the toagi^ 
^ent viocties «£ ^ rHlkey of Edtnmontt 
^hereviaits dackeftmomeottitfl^tthe mind 
tsQixow: noce'&mibFe- colebvSj thaft from the 
carcmsaaiipieffbitatet^fodks df Bex, <>r the 
flinty' d^eiU of S& Sewa^d? My-toul is 
chilled' v^hidO' I cenfider thtf ftmches who 
T 3 toil 
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tcnl in theone> or refide on the other. BoC 
Heaven has moulded us to every variety oS 
Htuation ; and, when the wifhes of man are 
bounded by his wants, there are few Htua- 
tions whkh can exclude pteafure; when 
they are not, no (condition can hanifh p%in. 
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^T^HAT a wonderful! country: U this ! He 
who has ibjouraed. on the 'banks of 
the Len:an Lake, tvU tell you, that the 
fcenery around prefcnts: an ever-fruitful, 
cyer-varied pi^ure to the eye. The won- 
ders of the univerle &cm here tO' be com-* 
bined in one magnificent groupe, and all the 
fublimities of nature coUe&ed into a focus. 
Each recovering day gives birth to fotoie new 
beauty. -Th$ clouds are ^ftributed into 
Diore ^nuftlc fornvt The mountains aro 
iUunun^d 
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inumined with a richer luftre, and the trees 
are embrowned with deeper and more vivid 
tints. But it is in the rocks of Millerai that 
enthuHafm delights to dwe]!*— thofe rocks 
where the wild and difconfolate St. Preux 
Uttgred his accents of defpair. Oft as my 
eye fixes upon thefe awful precipices, the 
lover of Heloife is prefent to my view. I 
fee him frantic with the agonies of dlfap- 
pointment, meditating, amidft thefe frown- 
ingheights, the rafli refolve, as he furveys the 
gulph below. His notes of anguifh feem 
{till to live in faint and languid echoes— 
** Les rochers font efcarp^s, I'eau eft pro- 
*' ' ibnde, et je fuis au defefpoir.'* 

I fliould tell you, perhaps, that thefe 
mountains face dire£tly that part of the Lake 
upon which our villa is planted ; and it is 
among the' chief amnfements of the place, 
to pafer/i bateau to the very mountains them- 
felves. "Hie paflage is eafily eiFeited ia 
three hours ; and a romantic repaft is made 
OB the- fiielying decKvitics of Millerai. The 
T 4 bath* 
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baths of Eviaa form tlie pnnc^tal rendez* 
vous; and here, on the Sunday evenings, 
the foDg xnd the dancp are celebrued. 
^umbers pafs the hike froo) I<attiat)oe and 
Its environs, to partal^e of.thpfe f^iv^ti^s ia 
Savoy, which the rigid ppUce of the country 
.denies them at hon^ 

It has been remaiiied by many tnveUei%, 
that Switzerland would form a very noble 
fchool pf painting ; and it is a matter of 
aflonifhment to thc^e who furvey the very 
richand exuberant fcenery of this country, 
that it ihould not yet have excited the lir • 
hours of the pencil, and that the canvas 
ihould not hitherto have glowed with its 
original beauties. The author rf the '* Ta- 
" bleau Piaoref<iue de la Suiflq'* iadujgesin 
the warmeil rapt.ur«s uppq coptemplftting 
the general ftate of the c(;iufitry^-^whi9h he 
calls an.abftraia.of the kqawn world ; an4 
^heq, adveftjng to the, manners, apd geniqs 
pf the inhabitants, he breaks out into \^% 
Wpft indigp^qt ftraitt of inve^ivq : " Et 
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*^ ppur qui e^e fupefbe: ^fmagpifique g»- 
•* \stiei pQurqBiicrtte-?tpon4nt©€t^d|iecrea- 
" tion^pou^ vtnpeuple iflfenfible,apatheque, 
" et froi^— *pour un pwple qui ne fent rien, 
" qui oUiDiigiae n^n^ qui ne pleure jamai^ 
*^ qw ri^n a'ageae t pour un peupl? ioca- 
*' pablfi d'embtions viyes, de paffioia pto- 
** fpodes i pour ua peuple qui ne couaoit 
** jamais ie 4elire, I'entboufiafm dp Izl poefi^ 
" de Iji peintur^ ; w lea tranfports, les dc- 
** liees, les doucea fureurs, lea acceus frene- 
•|t«jue^ et. teuUnf.des feijtiioe^ts _ paf. 
*' fionue'a.'* 

Tfaofe w1;k) have ftudied mora cloXel7 tlw; 
manners of this people thka 1 Hay? beca 
able to dp, will better decide boW. far thiji 
delineation of chafa^er is accurate. A very 
different, and far more favourable pifture of* 
this nation, is drawn by the mafterly pen of 
the Chevalier Mchegan, vrhich I am dif- 
pofed to believe does them no more than 
ftria juffice. ** La habite un peuple fim- 
" pIC) bienfaifant, brave, enuemi du fafte, 
. " ami 
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•* ami du travail, ne chercbant point d*c/^ 
•* claves ct ne roalairt point des maJtres." 
Society is unqueftionably in many families 
upon a very civilized footing, and all the 
tgremenr of poUHied life are cultivated with 
fcrccels. . The peafants preferve for the moft 
part the flurdy traits of antient charaAer. 
They live principally on vegetable diet j ate 
frogal, induftrious, and, generally fpeaking, 
inoflenfive. Their habits of economy are 
not wholly exempt from the meaner foibles 
to which it 13 allied. Frugality too often 
degenerates among them into a fordid at' . 
tachment to gain, and renders it difficult to 
difpute the truth of that charaiteriftic pro- 
¥crb«^" Point d'argent, point de Suifle.'* 
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Luranne, Sept. so, 1791.' 

'T'he harmony of this place muft now fiif- 
fer interruption. Political intrigues 
bare been carried on, to introduce fome 
changes into the government, and, as it is 
rumoured, to effeA a revolution, upon 
Fretich principles. Great rejoicings were 
made at Rolie, a town not far diiUnt. upon 
the anniverfary of the French Revolution. 
At this feftival were found fome of the moft 
cohfiderable people in the Pays de Vaud ; 
and toafts were drank, which carried no 
{mail terror to the ruling Powers. Since 
this memorable day, a very high tone of 
language has been held by many, whofe in- 
fipence in the country is great ; and in pri- 
vate parties and public aflemblies, no fcruple 
bag been made^ of reprobating ariftocracy, 
god holding up to ridicule the government 
of 
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of Beme, which they ftile " Le gouvernement 

•* d*0ur8.** 

There were, not wanting among the fe- 
males of tlie higher rank, thofc who efpoufed 
warmly the caufe of France, and carried 
iiub pubHc mpoa their hcad-drels the na- 
titxtal colours. The ur of ** 9a ira" was 
dcnaoded tipoo every occaftoa when muiic 
wqt to be. had 1 and this was danced to in 
their numarous a^embhes, with a. degree of 
Cotbufiafm which threatened iiezioas cemTc- 
quencefi. The Genevefebave for ibixbe time 
paft prcduhited this dance ; and thofic viha 
have feen the efic^ it produces when per- 
formed in the fpirit and with the vivacity 
cC the vatiioa from ,wHch it is. derived, wiU 
fiot conGder the psofcription «f fuch an ait 
*3 ainsaiure of contAmptible precaution. ' 
. Ac Xtatil^nne thd govemmont Numbered, ' 
or feemed. to 'ilumber. The libraries were 
lefertod to for poltiical difcu^on. There 
the French gazettes were read and debated^ 
To fo great a licence Had ihe-^itSt'of tha 
' , people 
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^ple proceeded, that the tranfai^Ions dT 
Fraoce were not cbiBinented upon wttbout 
ibmc bdd i^lication to their own govon- . 
jSLcnt ; and pToje6t^ of re&ffm, pa;. eT<S4 
cf revolution, were. mcM-e thaa whifperod. 
At length the alarm w^s ■givgn, and. .th^ 
energy of the ruling Powers was.awakened. 
It is' not, indeed,, to be ifuppofed, that they 
continued idle ^^tors of the game that 
was playing. It had, however, the appear-f 
ance of neglefl, nay evenof timidity. Thi^ 
might be done, with the defign of &i0erln|; 
the plot to.attain maturity, iaoi:der<t0jne^ 
the full mifchief, and cnifh, with mo^e fuc* 
cefs, the partizans. News was quickly ciiteu- 
lated, that the Bernoia were now marching 
tfaref thoufant^ m^n, and feveral pieces of ar(il* 
lery, tcin^ayds jL-auiannc, where they Qiottlf 
arrived, and were encamped befbre the town. 
MeaCures the moA vigOFQus were adopted, 
both civil and niilitary. . Laufanne had aU 
jtheappearance of a beiieged town: Cannon 
were planted at the gates, with' lighted 
8' ■ matches. 
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matches, in a ftate of preparation. A ^le- 
«es of inqulfidoa was inftttuted ; and no 
ceremony was ufed in quartering a fufficient 
number of foMiers in the boufes of thofe 
who were futpeded to have been concerned 
in the intended revolution. Some people 
iif conHderation were arrefted ; and, if re<- 
port may be credited, their treatment was 
marked with the moft rigid feverity. The 
Chateau de Chillon, is the Baftile of the 
country; to this prifonTiave been configned, 
thofe who were conHdered as principals in 
Hhe plot ; and informations are flill paid 
for at the price of fifty crowns. 

What this plot was, which has brought a. 
camp to our gates, arid an inquifition into 
our boufes, I am not able to inform you. 
The government of Berne does not make 
manifeft the details of its proceedings, and 
feme people have afieded to regard the 
whole as a bubble. This, however, muft 
be faid, that very ftrong fymptoms of AiC" 
content were difcoverable for fome time 
previous 
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previous to the arrival of the troops ; and 
the geaeral turn of c<mveriation demon-- 
ftrated, that fome movement might ihortly 
be expeded. It is 1 think fofficlently clear^ 
that the lower ranks of people in this country 
never felt themfelves iatereAed in the pro-- 
jeded revolution. The punishments have 
entirely ,faHen upon families of a certain 
rank ; and the peafants are obferved to con- 
tinue their labours of liulbandry, withoiK 
occafioning or receiving jnoleftatlon. 

Indeed, the grievances allied have aevfx 
appeared to me capable of interefting the 
community at large : they are principally 
felt by pcrfons of condition, and reIate,for the 
moft part, to civil and military rank. As a 
province dependent upon Berne, it enjoya 
not the full privileges of the fuperior coun- 
try ; and officers are impbled upon them, 
both in the civil and military departments, 
to the exclufton of thofe among the natives 
who afpire to fuch rank. This is what I 
have heard ftated by one who hkd the re- 
lo putacioa 
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putation of being a principal in the confpU 
racf , as the m<^ formidable Jpecles <^ op- 
preilion. However invidious and unjuft 
this may be— however It may wound the 
pride, and provoke the refentment, of the 
high^ clflffes— it cannot be fuppofed that 
a rough and hardy peasantry, who are not 
oppre0ed by taxes, nor abridged in tlie en- 
joyment of the Iruits of their labonr, fiionld 
take ariy intereft in reforms, which fought 
the redrefs of fuch grievances. The influence 
rf their lords,- and the eclat of the French 
revolution, might feduce the abje6: and ca- 
pricious ; but the wifer, arid by &r the 
greater part, would continue, as they ap- 
pear to have done, firmly attached to the 
government, under which they enjoy tran- 
^uiitity and protedion. 
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•LasluM, OS. >, 1791. 

ry*ffis country U now m its full beauty : 
''' all the floptog parts towards the Lake 
are covered with vines, the grapes of which 
are advancing faft to maturity. The vinos 
are remarlcably low, and planted very thick. 
They are fupported by Cdcs j and luch in- 
deed is their exuberance, that they ftand 
greatly in need of fupport. 

As I have underftood, the cultivation of 
the vioeyardt is done upon.this principle. 
The fanner undeitakes the whole of the 
labour and expence; in recompence of 
which he receives half the nett profit made 
upon the produce. This fecurea the eftate* 
from pillage. The farmers are very a£Uve 
in proteQing the vineyards, which He fuffi' 
cicDtly expofed tp depredatlpa. It U 4iffi- 
▼P4» ^1. p cult 
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cult to make an excurfion, in any dircGion, 
without paffing through many acres covered 
with vines ; and the heat of the weather, 
added to thevery fedocing-afpe^ of the 
fruit, renders it not a Httle difficult to ab- 
ftaih from afls of plunder. As the vintage 
:ift aow;approachingj m<)re than ordinary^ 
Hgence'isofed to:guar<J tbJBifaiircd property- 
.and nien, fuitably armed, ite oh. the watch 
,day, andihight. , . . ■ 

..' The-rbeat here'isiVd^y.opprftjCQye, exe^t 
■when, the .Bijei ■ v hjch :is, a ;north-eafl: wind, 
.biotas;. This.i3Je3ftremelyiharp; andpaJHrig 
over the fnowy mountains, comes charged 
. : with "a very penetrating cold. Though, we 
iiave HOW' been a confiderable tim^ in this 
^art of Switzerland, and ure Indeed lookii^ 
forward to Oui! departure, I have-nbt had 
topportunity to make any excurfion-' beyond 
the Glaciers zmd the Lafce of NeuchateK 
JJut indeed- the whole of^ Switzerland has 
been fo accurately delineated in the journals 
c#:Mr.-Goxc,-wid- fa 'warmly-painted by th* 
•- - ■•> - ■ "Ma'r^is 
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Marquis de Langle, that I diuld not flattef 
nijrfelf T*ith beiHgaWe to tread " to advan-t 
tage.the fame ground, without borrowibg 
largely from the induftry of th« one, and 
the animation of the other. 

Such is the feverity noW adopted by thi ■ 
government of Berne, that the French lan- 
guage is in many regiments forbidden to be 
fpoken. Sottie ge;itlemen, lately retiirned 
from an excurfion into the heart of th6 
country, related to tne, that -upon entering 
an inn where the officers- of a Swifs regi- 
ment were quartered, they requeft^d ias ufual 
to be fliewn the room "wHere the company 
fupped. They were ftaroely- entered, whbn 
the Commandant demande'dtif the landlady 
in a -very aiigry tone, '^C^i font cts Mef- 
^ fieurs la ?" ".Cd-font des AflgloiSj-repIied 
thcinatroni. iHe looked! iltrn, and with 
ibmc degree of harflinefsirejfcatied^ " il fed 
**-defondu a. mes ■ officiera de pa»ler :Frani- 
*', c^ois j" . and they fupped tQgethffl--without 
sxc^ianging a word. Profcriplions are now 
u 2 going 
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going on with great difpatcb ; but all is 
c<mduOcd with fo much fecrecy, that it is 
difficult to arrire at a knowledge of parti- 
culars. Thus much however is certain, that 
ibciety haa very coi^ideraUy fuffered by - 
thcfe poUtical madiiaatuMU ; and many in- 
dividuals of the firft charader have been put 
under arrefl. This diange of meafures ia 
the ruling powers has abridged very greatly 
the freedom, and even the convenience of 
firangers. The Ubranes are put under a 
new law : all the gazettes from France 
deemed dangerous or olTenfive, are pro- 
fcribed ; and a notice has been affixed to th« 
waUs, prolubiting the difcuSion of poUdcat 
queflioQS — threatening the libranan with a 
ievere penalty, if he neglected to &e the 
order ct^orced. The uniformity of my 
pre&itt mode of fi£e, and the Ari& military 
law under whkh we now are, will not al- 
iow me to tran&ut to you more ioterefting 
4stul&— and the duhwfa of the place muft be 
my ap(dogy for the dulaefs of the letter. 
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LaaCnRr, OA. i6, 179K 

Y TOLD you in my laft, that the pleafiires 
*" o£ refidence in the Fays de Vaud had 
iwen -very much abridged by the collifion of 
poUtkal intertfts. It was my fortune to 
have fallen under the particular patronage 
of the obnoxious party, and the deftru^ioti 
of th<ar confequence has thrown me ver/ 
mndt upon myfelf for atnufetnent. Socie- 
ties are indeed not totally annihilated ; but 
all the frank and open intercourfe of life i» 
at an end : the fhadow yet fllalks abroad, but 
all the delicious fubfiance is extin£t- ' If 
any defigns of a revolutionary nature were 
ever ferioufiy prq'eded, it is difficult to fay 
whether the weaknefs of the projeftors or 
the wifdom of the gorernors appears to have 
been the greateft. Difguife is considered lb 
D 3 cflen- 
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efiential to plot, that nothing but refped for 
the pointed cannon of their Excellencies of 
Berne can prevail upon me to believe, that 
half a do^eu families of indifcre«t enthufiafai 
had really conceived the defign of detach- 
ing the province they inhabit from its al- 
liance to the mother coiiijUy!. . The ruling 
•powers have At ^H.eve.^ts.ftolen a march 
upon them ; and \vhether the neceffity may 
have been real or imaginary, it is' certain 
.that the governmeBt has fuftained na lols of 
influence by this interference. 
•, The. livery of nature is now changing 
rapidly in this delicious country, and the 
completian of the vintage has.ftript the long 
Jiills of their beft ornam'ents. With tfce 
fvvallow I am now lingering in impatient 
anxiety for ihe fignal. of departure to a 
.warmer ^nd more ch^gryplime. The ca-t- 
bals of ftate, by arreting the ilream of 
^raufement, have driven ' me to the elcr- 
.ments of a new language j and, I fhall hope 
,tp ipix with a new people,, npl indifTcrently 
prepare^ 
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a«4 cepoirK(.fea5fl,-taTefght-fl%e te %rq #ft ^o 
country to which we tend. Eudwre^ fey 
the fame of its heroes and its poets, aqd ex- 
alted by the character of its local beauties, 
it now fills up the void which banifhed plea- 
fures haveWt^; aijd myiiUllid^eiii^races, ia 
thefe its moments of folitude and feclufion, 
a'lhou'faittl fairy vifions. 
; Sofrie deduifliba nuift doubtleis ^ i^de 
&oni(^fitk:ip9tit>^; and. proportionable, al'^ 
lo^dnc&'mijtl: be'adiiMitl^d f<^r drtpumAanfiesr 
9f ch^Qgp 9Qd deteri0r^tQP< &M<:hy ^quldy' 
^oneyei:, dcftroy'thieiglpafure oC>?IfJ;i<rip^^ 
i^ ,a<;all, wl^ch ;i&'[th^,only:;exquiri^e^ 
when it fees-.n9;Un;vkj:And ^s l.hsvey^t-io. 
^pppUiHfff-fti'few.inpor?, blafts ojF the.cijvjrg 
Kjfe, Wfere.I fpproaftfe .thft ?lefl%» J *W.FPft 
aoHiOW* iftprefecve the .ijj^iSi entire.* .i,;;^-; 

. .your am»fein«it,jca«Mpt jhaA^. r£ceived 
3fly rpecidl addifio^. hy^^y ^te -corniDupU 
OfctibH** ., The liwfcrs^.pojgwf^qf pay.^yj^. 

H ■■■ ■• i u 4 opens 
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«pent no difeprery in drcinnftaaee at le* 

flcaion i and feu hxn Httle to expeft od 

the feore of novelty, t^ the Alps am bo> 

tvKenus. 
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Taia. Ker. 7. 

T WAIT your congrMnUttoni on hiving 
pafled the Alps. I icel M though we 
had performed no mean atchicvcmeDt. Un* 
luckily lb many have been beforehand with 
taCt and fo many are Hkely to follow, that 
my travelling pride mud fuflfer, I fear, cm 
Ae refiedion, a great abatement. 

We lingered too long upon the northern 
fronder te find a ready paflage over diis 
mountainous barrier. It was not till the 
evening c^ the sSth ult that we deter- 
mined upon this enteiprize. The Byt, 
•mbkh a a very fivage kind «f wind, had 
blown 
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t4own for fome days, atid carried off the 
laft remains of autunon. Our frieadt had 
fererally ftrucic tfadr te&ts, and had quitted 
our n^hbourhood in fuccefOon. Solitude, 
a lutrefi foU, and the blafts of winter, now 
prompted our final relblve, and at the clofe 
t>{ the day we bid adieu to the environs of 
Lau&nne, and, paffing the night at Moines, 
arrived the next morning at otir old quarters 
in Genera. As friendifaip is laid to divide 
^e pains and double the pleaTures of ibci- 
ety, we agreed to unite with two agreeable 
companions, of whom we had fome pre- 
TMMiB knowledge, and who were, as w« 
jbundi loitering between Tef<^don and ap^ 
prehenfion in the hotel at Geneva. Hie 
remainder of my day in that dty was paffed 
in fe^Qg out thofe from whom I had, oa 
fonn«F QCfmfions reedved marks of ho^i- 
table attention. Madamoifelle A. had ari 
reAe4 me jtt HoD? in the interim of prepar* 
iHion fisf br^akfaft. { {wdited of an hour'a 
COiiTcriimoti with her w tb« ftxtt of French 
politics. 
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politics.' 'Hentalent'j'IbT drawing had' en^ 
bblfed'^hrirtto' Skdulge'ftcp vtneratiorf foi 
lbue-;of tibe Iftai^gi thaVa&crs ai Paris^ 

jwhofefibrtnritr, in-fonui cafes' from 'recollect 
Uon^ tnothvrsi'rotn^ngiiaviag, flie hadde*- 
figiiodr'wichljinucKlfpirit. : 'Th^e ihe d&r 
'itcanted' upoa'as flie feV^^ally exhibited 
them.witht, easchanting vdubiUry. " Voili 
** des L^b^"-i!faid. l!he». " tomme il y eh. a 
"■4J«fr.!"(jiCUiJl'alFayate'(h&ivas.tooft libe* 
rdl iti hcBjaadoiO^uiris. '", Ceft un fioinmof 
**;fai*e!Sprd»'pQfa: la leroJution.'' My limo 
Wiii»T l^Htit^d^ . Ojir politioal- dialogue ;nra» 
kiX£i'i^Mp^9^-b? a4Jtu4l adieus- and ricipFO" 
?al jirc^f^gnsi "j^l'iune ajnitie Is pJm,.fm'» 
V fsre.'*,^,. ,0 : ' . ■ r.^: . ''■■■- '.- . 

; ^£neya was.rendef?d.-upuft}aUy gay" by a, 
yaft ^pftujc fif cQuipaDy froij4)the peighboUr-J 
hood. to'-^tead the (yifioedy*-.; .Tbisis^iOibft 
agre^al*te.w ceport,. tbeltift (jafon olithea.: 
ttical iodulgeoce } and, by'ia decree of the* 
Council,. no^desmaticateslubitlons arehero*. 
a/'[er tq/bs tolirat«d.within.-the jurifdi^ioa.; 

, .:,.; of 



DolizodbyGoOgle 



L E-T y.E R~ UX. 399 

of the republic. Theatres are, according to 
RoijlTeau, only juftiBable in great cities j 
and I am of opiaion with the puritanical le- 
giflators of Geneva, that the permiffion of 
a theatrical corps, in a town regulated even, 
■by the ftri(3eft police, mayyet ftrve as la 
^aflport for the introUUiStidn of thofe vices 
whkh the indolence and' the diflipatiori of 
this profeflion are too weH caliitrlatBd to 

encobfage. ' ' -' * 

- Btirl h^ve detained you too long at G^ 
neva, impatient as you muft no doubt' be trt 
pafh acrofs the Alps. 'Bear then with this 
delay iu- (he outfet, a;ndl promife you that 
my narrative (hall tiovr move with as littli 
' interruption as the inequalities of the way 
vill' allow, ■ ' 
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1^ EPORTS had reached tu the ciight pre- . 
y'lota to our departure from Geneva, 
that heavy falls of fuow had been obferved 
00 the route, and that dlfpatch was aecef- 
iary, left the pafs Hiould be rendered im- 
practicable. We made therefore every pre^ 
paration to enter upon Savoy at an early 
hour, but were after all compelled to pat up 
for the night at a village called Frangy, This 
is about lixteen miles from Geneva. Here 
wc had early experience of that inexpref- 
fible mirery chara^erifttc of the inns of Sa- 
voy, The rooms into which we were con-t 
dufted were ftrewed with clods of graisand 
dirt, and the fupper was made up of vile 
morfels fteeped in garlic* Our next day's 
journey brought us to Chamberri. The 
air was clear, and the mountains began to 
bo 
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be dlffio£lly Tifible. Atx les Baias, vhich 
lies between Frangy and Chambern, ar- 
refted our attentioa for half ao hour. This 
towa Is remarkable for the excellence of its 
hot fprings. They are fulphureoug, and re- 
puted to-' po%fs very falubrious propertks. 
The buhs are very commodioufiy con- 
ftni^led. Excepting feme emigrants who 
have fought afylum here, very few Rran- 
gera were to be feen. 

Qiambern, where we next lodged, is, as 
you know, the capital of the duchy of Sa» 
Toy. Its fttiution Is not amoi^ the lead; 
of its beauties, commanding noble and vz- 
xied views of l^k, plains, and Tallies. I 
faw the town in a difadTantageoua hour. 
It was a funt-day, and the run fell hard. 
Thefe were two drcumftances equally uii- 
&vourable to the refped of a trading town, 
wMch is only rendered cheerful by the fpi- 
rit and a^lirtty of commerciar occupation. 
The iltops were clofety barricadoed, and no 
doors were feen open but tfaofe of the 
dttuches. 
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thtirclies. Here I followed tte multittidtf^ 
and encountered a hdft of beggaft; mOr^ 
raggedy importunate^ ■ and clamorous fhari 
any of the fraternity df mendicants I'eTei' 
met with. I ought to remark, that, agree- 
ably to cuflom, this Hiotild have bden the 
firft Gage from Genevas and iheaccoinmo- 
dations here are ;at leaft foch ite oiight-to 
filence complaint. Our tbird day broaghl 
us to Aigue-belle, in the courfe of. whict( 
we pQ0ed tbroligh Montmelian; fcr'Hfcieiftly 
known in the contiguoiisi couiifries for .th^ 
excellence of its wines. ' It is at Chimberri 
tbatibe valley .opens- which conidud&'to.th'e 
6>ot of .Moiint Geftis.; ^ Dowp. thiaivallBy 
the river- Aar pmfi^ its ,c9.ijrfe, apd.rooxea 
■witb;cpnfiderable ragjdity. In-fom^ ppinSff 
it is worked, itito fo^fli^ ?nd. break«,.,JtR way 
with- all the violence: of the; liioft irt)(>etuou4 
tptreBt-^ ,In the jpupfley of -this dayth* 
Alps.began;t9 opea.upan..us,-till on SHrai!,"r 
rival at Aigueri)ei|e;-thcyihowed.them^lvef 
ia,all- the^ maj£&ic ^nd.trea)dn4ouji.-foj^gi^ 
ri^-JiSa ' Our 
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Our fourth day brought us to St. Jean de 
Maurienne, where we found no contempt- 
ible quarters. 

From St. jean to St. Andrei for we were 
now roving amidft the refifJences of the 
&in% vi'e.toiled the. fifth day. The vallry, 
a$^ we advanced, ^wlually narrowed, and 
the 'mountains as regularly augmented in 
mimber, height^ and horrors. The torrent 
of the Aar we pafle'd a variety of times,' ift 
the coiirfe of this day^-upoivwooden biidgesj- 
of what appeared tons the ligbteftfoa^nt-I 
tion.. "We hinted fome apprfiheftfions^EO- 
j|ie£liDg our fafety, biit were, 'aifured; that* 
their ftrength was ill-judged of by-theirap-' 
pearance. The road was as little caioulatett 
to infpire confidence. " It coafted'^ altnoft' 
t*niformly along the moft Hideous preci-v 
pices, exciting at times lively emotions of 
terror, and exhibiting, through a fright- 
ful alternatiori of afcents and declivities, all 
3ie Varieties of difficulty and danger. - ■ 
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TT was not till the eveiuiig of the iixdi day 
that our proceffion arrived at LanneT- 
bourg at the foot of Mount Cenis. N^ 
t^ng bat miferable fightc of human infir> 
nity had occurred in this latter part of the 
valley. From St. Jean de Maurienne to 
Mount Cenis I iaw little befides fallow 
eoantenaaces and emaciated forms. St. An- 
dre appeared, indeed, the head-quarters of 
goitrous idiodfm»ui wretchednels. Mouuf- 
Qains on either fide feemed to comptels^ 
within a moft gloomy and infalubtious fort 
of dungeon, thefe woe-begone inhabitants^ 
who called to my mind 

the waltefiil lioft 
Of pain and ficknd^ilqualid and defbrm'd. 

You will readily concave that great falls of 

fnow could not much improve a track which 

8 pafled 
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t)ftifecl pver the declivities of mountaitiS. 
Sixteen miles performed between the hours 
of ten and four, will enable yon to judge of 
our pace and patience. The diverfity of 
-fhapes and magnitudes, which the vaft cluA 
•ter of Alps, among which we were now 
moving, prefented, under a deep coating of 
fnow, made a: very curious appearance. 

In a village through which we pafterf; 
fome violent fhouts excited our curiofity* 
VTc found they were occafioned by an event 
of great importance to the inhabitants,r*- 
the fhooting of a bear, which had made fre- 
quent defcents upon this wretched hamlet, 
and borne off confiderable booty ; till the 
lofs of an infant, whom he was fuppofed 
to have ftolen, enraged the peafants, who 
purfued this inhuman depredator into the 
favage wilds in which be refided, and, at 
the moment of our arrival. Bruin was drag- 
ging in triumph through the village. 

The approach to Lannefbourg offered a 
curious fpeftacle. The valley through 

Vol. I. X which 
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which we had been journeying for fbmc 
days, and which had gradually narrowed, 
now appeared to terminate ; and the moun- 
tain over which we were to pafs feemed to 
oppofe, by the tracklefs fnow which inve- 
loped it, an infuperablc barrier. We en- 
tered Lannefbourg before the day clofed, 
and were inftantly fuixounded by a number 
of men, who demanded permiflion to pull 
our carriages to pieces by royal authority. 
I refpeil governments wherever I go, and 
would not wantonly pour contempt upon 
any of his Sardinian Majefty's fubjefts ; but 
I think in my conference, that an aflemblage 
of more ill-looking wretches never aded 
under government "authority. A commif- 
fioner foon fhowed himfelf at the head of 
thefe raggamuffins, and throwing out a ta- 
rifie, in length " a full cloth-yard or more," 
gave us our choice of travelling accommo- 
dations, with the prices fettled by order of 
the police. Our negociation with him was 
expedited by the prefling defire of finding 
the 
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the comforts of a blazing tire, and a trout 
filhed out of the Lake of Mount Cenis. A 
very convertible madamoifelle, the daughter 
of the landlord, attended on us at fupper, 
and did credit to the vivacity and naivete of 
the Savoyardes. 

The hotel, which is newly fet up, Aanda 
a very fair chance of fucceeding j for, in 
addition to the bad reputation under which 
the other labours, of being the worft and 
moft impofing inn in Chriftendom, I have 
no where feen a little fyren better calcu- 
lated for detaining travellers, who are not 
violently prefied to crofs the mountain. 



LETTER LXIL 

■IT was not by the aid of mules and porters, 
fedans and fledgesi that the hero of Car- 
Ulage made his entree into Italy : and yet 
I much queftion whether the Carthaginian 
foldiers complained more emphatically of 
X 2 cold. 
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cold, &tigueT and inconvenience, than yfi: 
(Ud. . I am impatient to carry you oyer thU. 
mountain, or I could expatiate very largely' 
upon the murmurs I uttered' and heard ia 
the afcent from Lanneftourg. The air was. 
indeed impr'egnated with particles of intenfe; 
oold, and made its way through all the ar- 
mour with which we were provided. One; 
hour brought us upon the plain, when> 61- 
recover from the effeds of thefe. fcTenties^ 
we were condu6:ed to a. (hed, in which a 
hre recovered us to fomething lilfie goo4i 
humour. From this fhed we were feverally 
drawn in a fledge to the Ibuthern extremity.- 
of the plain, by mules who trotted with 
. confiderable fwiftnefs through the fnows. 
Thepoft is.fituatcd a mid-diflrance on this 
route, and was carefully announced to us 
by the guides and muleteers. At the 
Grande Croix, in the extremity of the 
plain, were, fome objefts upon which. I- 
could not but bellow a fhare of attention.! 
To the right was the lake fo celebrated for- 
the 
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the excellence of its trout; to the left, the 
hopital. 

This h&pltal was founded, like that of 
St. Bernard, for the relief and refrefliment 
of thofe pilgrims whom devotion might in- 
duce to feek the (hrines of Loretto, or foli'^ 
cit the benediiSion of Chrift's vicar. At 
fohre diftance flood the " Ghapelle de tran- 
fis" — a coemetery conftruded for the burial 
of thofe who may chance to perifli on theft 
pious expeditions. Numerous huts are alfo 
raifed upon different parts of this moun- 
tain, the refidence of fliepherds during the 
fummer, as very excellent pafture is found 
in the bofom of thofe rocks which inclofe 
the upper level, and whofe points rife to ^ 
very confiderable height In fafl, when 
upon this plain, which covers the fummit 
of the mountain, we feemed to be ia a val- 
ley, enormous ridges of rock rifing on ci- 
ther fide, fome of which appear to .bear the 
fnows of ages. It was from this point, the 
beginning of the " defcente des Echelles," 
X 3 that 
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that we entered the fledge, in order to Aide 
down in the whimfical fafliion in ufage here, 
when the fides of the mountain are incruft- 
ed with foow. A hundred travellers have 
told you what this mode is, and by what 
expedient and under what fears it is cf- 
fefted. I fliall not, however, be deterred 
from telling you what I found it. You are 
then to imagine me feated in a fledge. To 
this fledge are faflened two fUcks pointed 
with iron, in the form of a ihaft. The 
' guide feated in the front, by the afliftance 
of tbefe ihafts, and his feet, which are alfo 
eminently ferviceable, haftens or retards the 
motion of the machine, condufls it along 
precipice* with wonderful dexterity, and 
maikes, as occafiop requires, yet oftener to 
Aow his flt^ill, the moft fharp and difficult 
turns. In fome parts we defcended with 
vafl: rapidity ; and the zig-:^ag courfe which 
thefe ingenious conduflors fonietimes pur-p 
fued, in order to pafs each other on the way, 
vyag re^liy divertiiig, 

This- 
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This was a very pleafant as well as novel 
defcent. The objefls by which we glided 
compofed an aflemblage of wild and gro- 
tefque fcenery — a torrent amongft thefe if- 
fuing from the brow, of that plain which 
we had quitted, precipitated its ftream ia 
the form of a beautiful cafcade. Ten mi- 
nutes brought us to the miferable village of 
Ferriere, the regular defcent to which is 
called an hour. The iledges were dif- 
charged here as no longer ufeful, and the 
remainder of the diftance to Novaleze per- 
formed on foot. The whole of this defcent 
is eftimated two hours or leagues, for time 
and fpace ftand for each other in thefe coun- 
tries; and thusreckoning the commencement 
of the rife from Chamberri, the height which 
wafceiided by a track of twenty-five leagues, 
is defcended in two. In this calculation, the 
perpendicular lieight of the mountain maybe 
reckoned at more than feven thoufand Eng- 
lish feet. Our journey, though fatiguing, 
abounded in obje^s of curiofity and interefl". 
X4 The 
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The mcmoryof the great herowho.twothou- 
fand years ago, fought his way through this 
valley, was frequently a prop to my decliQing 
patience. What were our toils, in compa- 
. lifon of thofe fuftained by mcn-who had to 
fcale the towering rock under the preffqre 
of arms, expofcd to the furfy tempeft, with 
no refources but the habit of combating 
danger, and the hopes of future conqueft ! 
While I was entering my fledge at the 
point of defcent, I eyed the opening through 
which Hannibal, probably, pointed out to 
bis exhaufted followers the fpoils that awaitr 
ed them in the delightful plains of Lom- 
bardy : for all circumftances confpire to fix: 
the paflage of tlje Carthaginians into Italy 
acrofs the Mont Cenis. The line of fepa- 
ration belween Savoy and Piedmont is the 
little Doria, a flream which rifes in the 
Lake of Mont Cenis, and afterwards unit- 
ing with the greatDoria, the waters of both 
are borne to the Po, at a little diftance from. 
Turin. At Novaleze, our carriage diffeifted 
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at Lanne{bourg was very dexteroufly and 
icompjetely re-conftrufted, — a fubjedt of 
juft congratulation, when it is conftdered 
how much more difficult k is to reftore 
than to deftroy. The courfe of the little 
Doria conduded us to Suze, a town agroe? 
ably fituated, and in high reputation among 
^ the inhabitants on the northern fide of the 
Alps ; who furniftjed us with no article of 
luxury or convenience, but what they pre- 
tended to import, from the fruitful treafures 
of Suze. This town has the reputation of 
being founded by Pompey. A triumphal 
arch is among the monuments of antiquity 
which it ftill preferves, and which is by 
Gruter carried up to the time of Tiberius. 
Our equipage pafled rapidly through thi? 
place, in order to reach the inholpitable viU 
lage of St. Ambroife ; but in this the con- 
venience of the hbrfes was much more con- 
fulted than that of their mafters, the ftages 
0f our journey being regulated by the diftri- 
jbution of the pofts. 
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/npHE road in pafling from Rivoli^ the laft 
Tillage on the route to Turin, gra- 
dually opens into a confiderable width, and 
announces with much magnificence the ap- 
proach to a great capital. Turin cannot 
be too handfomely fpoken of as a town, 
Regularity and beauty are terms appropriate 
to its character. I was extremely diverted 
by the appearance of the inhabitants. Drefs, 
air, countenance, and language were fuU 
of novelty. Etiquette here holds, fovereign 
fway. I faw numbers, whofe thread-bare 
fuit could fcarcely maintain its place, fqueez- 
Ing with the utmofl: formality a chapeau 
bras — a burnifhed fword vibrating by their 
fide. 

Turin wears all the marks of a vigilant 
police. Every quarter of the town is tran- 
quil 
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quU in the night I went the morning af- 
ter my aniral to view the palace. His Sar- 
dinian majefty was there, and we could not 
be admitted till he fliopld fet off for his 
maijba de Chaffe* The firing of guns, and 
the beating of drums, fhortly announced his 
majefly^s intention of quitting the palace. 
All who were on the fpot drew thenjelvcs 
up in order and formed an alley, through 
which his majetly and his fuite palTed. This 
obtained me a fight of the monarch ; but 
the fqueeze was fo great, that I had little 
leifure to take cognizance of the royal fea- 
tures. 

I am not in general very curious in exa- 
mining the interior of palaces, except fo far 
as they are reputed to enclofe the wtarks and 
'monuments of art. I was however unex- 
pectedly gratified in this inftance, by the 
uncommon fplendor and rich decorations 
of the apartments. The number of them 
was prodigious, and they formed a laby- 
rinth alffiod as intricate as that of Crete. I 
. ' ihaU 
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fitalloril^mcntionx&wcftboferafiliedwliich 
firuck me nioft forcibly :-~Vi(aor Amadeas, 
Ml ttqueftrian ftatue. This monarch'h^- 
^If, in bronze, is mounted upon a horfe oF 
tnarbte, trampling upon the bodies 6f fl^ves 
in drains, with all the. wiM barbarity of a 
CDnqueror and a tyrant. One iiafids afto- 
lu&ed at the corruption of thai mind, which 
can find a feaO: in fuch bafe and unfeeling 
adulation. " Parcere fnbjedis," was the 
favourite maxim of -Henry IV. of France j 
end the arts are miferably degraded, when 
they ar? employed to celebrate the , abettor, 
rather than the vanquilher of tyranny, and 
to immortalize bim who impofes, rather 
fhaa him who breaks the chains of ferri* 
tude.»--The four ieafons, by Albania were 
curious: obje^s of fpeculation. There ap* 
peared to enter much logenious compofition 
iQtb thefe works df the pencil, and yaa will 
readily perceives-that a fijw invagination: can 
alone embody thoTe phantoms df the mind. 
I know not whether Allsatii has eXceliied 
I thefe 
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tliefe pieces as well as he ought ; but I can- 
not conceive how he could have executed 
them better. The portrait of Charles I. of 
England ^^(i'h^s cJpl^Feil, i^'^M^f^orceau, 
from the animated pencil of Vandyke. But 

a; fawil, :gfOUpe: wiiii;!;^ p^flU £bf tUe c&ef 
iCauwA olGfTiTd Dowi. The fu-bj^ ^4 
dEQpfic^J wonjan feajcd in a chair. The 
^yfiqiftO: is, examining the water. The 
fp^id fiqrvast i» a( the fame tlme-ailmuuJiter- 
Wg a f^oQofel of phyfic to tfce patient ;. and 
Qftfting h?r qye upon, the afflicted. dan^« 
91: htgr Qftqthis^'s knee. Every circumibnoey 
th? mpft mltwit^ i^exprenodivnithah^aoou* 
racy,, and. a fioKh^ which {mpa&a coitcep*- 
tidn. Thb piece b Cud to have coft the 
kte long twenty thouiiuid livres. 
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'T^RAVELLilfG, Ukc agC, 18 gamilous; 
and merely to fee, without relating, is 
but to have half feen. I have made my 
debut as an Italian connoifleur, and am 
now about to appear in my new charader of 
an antiquary. My knowledge is about equal 
in the one and the other fcience ^but a man 
cannot travel fouth of the Alps, without 
ather being, or becoming fo much of botb». 
as to take off that ftupid Hare with which a 
perfed novice regards the works of art. 

From the palace of his Sardinian majefiy 
we went to the univerfity, fituated in that 
very handfome ftreet, the Strada di Fo. 
The univerfity is announced by a portico, 
bearing the infcription, " Regium Atbe- 
•' nSEum," and confifts of an cKtenfive range 
of buildings, comprehending various ob- 
jeas; 
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jc^s J among which the " Mufeo del Re,** 
or " the King's Mu&um," was pointed 
out to us as an object of importance to tra- 
Tellers. This Mufxuoi forms indeed a very 
extenfive and valuable coUe£lioD of antiques 
in every kind, ftatues, bufts, and ancienC 
fragments. Among a great variety of ele- 
gant works in bronze, were 9 delicious little 
figure of Venus in the whimfical attitude of 
cutting her toe-nails : this is executed with 
the moft perfed: accuracy and beauty. Tlic 
famous Tripod, which contraQs or increafes 
its dimenfions at pleafure. A foot of a 
horfe of the natural fize, of the moft exqui- 
fite execution : thi-"?, together with the leg 
of a Aian, fuppofed to be its rider, were 
purchafed by accident of a founder who 
had employed the other parts to make bells, 
and was about to convert thefe precious 
relics to the fame ufe. There are alfo feme 
thunders of Jupiter, which yet retain ftrong 
vefUges of the brilliant gold with which 
they once glittered : to thefe muft be added, 
5 vafes 
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vafes of {ilver> and fepulchral lamps, in aji 
the forms which ingenuity could fuppfy. 

The colledion of Egyptian antiqmties is 
alfo extremely curious and valuable : nume- 
rous penates, talifmaDS, &c. are here depo- 
fited. The objefls which were held up as 
of the greateft eftimation, were, " a head of 
" Ifw, and the Ifiac tabic." The firft ia of 
bronze admirably executed, and covered 
with hieroglyphics. The fecond, or Ifiac: 
table, is confidered as one of the moft pre- 
cious monuments of ancient times, which 
Italy preferves. It is of red copper, nearly 
iburfeet long, and fomething more than two 
in width. Ifis, who is repreiented -fitting 
forms the principal figure in this table, 
which thence derives its name. She is fup- 
plied with two bulls horns as fymbols of 
fecundity. It appears to have been,, in its 
■ original ftate, adorned with filver plates, as 
fame of thefc ornaments ftill remain; and 
it is like the head of Ifis before nam6d, and*, 
indeed, any relic of Egyptian, origini co- 
vered 
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vered mth hieroglyphics. This myfterious 
table has furoifhed. a wide field of difcufiion 
»id enquiry for the learned, to whom hie- 
roglyphics yet continue an inexplicable lan- 
guage, ^he mod rational opinion yet offered, 
refpeding the defign of this table, is, that 
the Egyptians, who came to fettle in Italy, 
' formed it, in order that the epocha of their 
worfhip, their ceremonies, habits of their 
priefts, &c. might not pafs into oblivion. 
This folves, however, no part of thofe myt- 
teriouB fymbols which croud the table ; for, 
afty all the efforts of antiquarian refearch, 
or happy conjefture, the Egyptian conti- 
nues, in refpedt to his hieroglyphics, yet 
matter of the field. 

The collection of medals appeared to be 
numerous and well arrai^ed<i the greater 
part of thefe, and of the valuable antiques 
in general, with which this mufjeum 
abounds, were taken from the ruins of 
** Induftria," a well-known colony of the 
Romanst whofe fcite and veliiges were not 

VOL. S. Y difco- 
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diicoTcred till the year 1745. The atten- 
dant at this mufaeum was an Abbe, intel- 
ligent and polite, who declined any gra- 
tuity offered, as^contrary to ufage. The 
lUonger is, however, permitted to indulge 
his UberaUty to the ferrants at the door, the 
obje£fcs of whofe bows and forward civilities 
cannot eafily be miftaken. 

I thought to have drawn the curtain upon 
Turin in this letter, but the mufasum has 
carried me beyond the bounds I had pre- 
scribed, and I have too much refpeft for the 
Italian opera to mention it in a poftfcript* 
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rr^H £ Italian opera is the tonchftone of 
falhion ; and no man, who has any 
regard for his reputation, would ventore to 
diflike what good breeding obliges faitH to 
approve. The ferious Italian opsra i6,in 
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the judgment of profeffional men, better 
prefented on the EngUfli than upon the Ita- 
lian ftage. Tins arifes from the liberal en- 
couragement given to all the fingers of repu- 
tation, and from the very expenfive deco- 
rations which thefe exhibitions receive in a 
country whofe refources and prodigality 
feem to keep equal pace with each other. 

The BuiFo, or Comic Opera^ is that ' 
which a ftranger will vifit to moft -advan- 
tage in Italy, this being the fpecies of com- 
pofition in which modern fingularities are 
held up to ridiculej while the ferious opeta 
reforts to fome tale of ancient hiftory, 
choofmg, for the moft part, that into which 
the greateft number of fplendid characters 
can enter. I went, the evening after my 
arrival at Turin, to the Theatre di Carig- ' 
nano, and was agreeably entertained with a 
comic reprefentation of La Serva Inamorata. 
My knowledge of Italian is as yet but very 
flender; neverthelefs, without uriderftand- 
ing any confiderable portion of the dialogue^ 
y a I found 
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I found an excellent fchclium In the gefture, 
play of the mufcles, and mufical expreflion, 
with which the whole was accompanied. 
To judge from the only two fpecimens I 
have as yet had, the Italians have a very 
extraordinary talent at murical inflexion 
upon fubjefts of humour ; and can render, 
with the greateft effeft, by artificial modu- 
lation, the eafy familiarities of colloquial 
wit. On a foreign Aage the fame freedom 
is not felt, becaufe it is with reafon fup- 
pofed, that what will be ill underflood 
where humour is concerned, cannot be 
highly rehthed ; and every attempt to me- 
thodize or accommodate, muft in fuch cafes 
deftroy thofe features of nature which he 
who Audie8 mankind would v/iih princi- 
pally to find. 

Italian dancing has been frequently com- 
mented up<»i with great feverity : and in- 
deed, the meafure of cenfure has never yet 
reached the demerit of the performance. 
Such outrageous flrides, jumps, and fo- 
. merfets, 
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merfets, I never before had witnefled, as 
were exhibited in the ballets annexed td 
the operas. The dance formed a direft 
eontrafl to the fong, and produced in me as 
lively emotions of difgul^, as it did in the 
audience of applauie. A dance of favages 
round a cannibal banquet could not have 
been more wild and extravagant. I could 
not but feel aftoni{hed, that apeople, who 
excel fo decidedly in the arts of mufical cx- 
prefiion, ihould judge fo corruptly on a 
fubjed: which appears to turn upon prin- 
ciples' fo nearly analogous. 



L E T T E R LXVL 

T HAVE ipoken with fufficient emphafis of, 
•^ the general beauty of Turin, and I 
ought to add, that the details will not fufier 
by examination- They reckon no churches 
in this capital, of which many are of great 
architedural beauty. 

Y 3 The 
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The place or fquare which precedes the 
palace prefents a magnificent appearance* 
£ight ftreets there concentre ; and conti- 
nued arcades, or piazzas, favour the expofi-^ 
tion of every kind of merchandise. The 
place San Carlo divides, at nearly its centre, 
the Strada Nuova, and adds confiderably to 
the fplendour of the city. The promenades 
,are delicious. They confift in an efplanade 
between the town and the citadel, and alfo 
in a beautiful diflribution of the ramparts. 
The (ireets are for the moft part wide, 
clean, and regular ; and many of the houfes 
are conftruded upon a grand fcale. 

The Po, near the city, appears not yet to 
have recovered from the commotion into 
'which the-mufe of Ovid has thrown it- 
Addifon tells us, on the authority of feme 
tiotanifts, thit larch-trees, and not poplars, 
are thofe which ihed a gum, and are found 
on the banks of the Pd. And Apollbnius 
could not have been very accurate when he 
tells' us, that the thunderbolt pf Jupiter fo 
■ " affeaed 
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afieded the waters, as to render it fatal to 
-a Urd to fly acrofs the flream^. But, this 
.was a favourite image withlthe poets ; and 
the lake of Avernue w»3 aot efiefibcd hy 
Virgil fuflSciently eornipt without :thi» qua- 
lity. There is a pleafure of no common 
magmtude in eontemplaiing thofe Tcalitics 
ndiich have been wrought; by claSie ianl^ 
■into ;ruch:fpteiidid viifioBS* It w^d aff<ffd 
a. ilUl higher pleafiire^ if it were .poffible to 
diveil i^iem comf^ely of the veil whidi 
covers diem-; for af«erall that H^c>d,^A^- 
lodoms, and Aill more T&tloEUilly Ariftp^, 
jkad others, who have imptoved vpen this 
fyfteai, have taught'ua, the faUe of Phaeton, 
and the combuflton he ociafioocd^ is eae 
among thoie amuiing tftyfteriss whofe ma- 
chinery is enchanting, whofe moral is ob- 
Tioua, but whofe precife meaning has pe« 
rifhed with the records of the times. 

The fpirit of trade feems to be very aSive 

at Turin, if any judgment may be formed 

&pm the lively buftle of the ftreets. Ar- 

T 4 ticlea 
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tides of Englifli manufafture are vended in 
every part of the town, and a very confi- 
derable trafEc is reported here to be carried 
on with Great Britain. How greatly is 
the ftate of empires changed fince '\nrgil 
pronounced the Britons " penitus toto ^o 
" vifos orbe V* I am aware that their in- 
fular (ituation formed a part of that fenti- 
znent; but the very ftriking contraft which 
modern Britain prefents to the more ge- 
neral conftruQibn of the exprefficm, I am 
called upon continually to remark. Bria*^ 
reus-like, Qie now extends her hundred 
arms over the difierent diftrids c^ the con- 
tinent, and maintains, by the vigour of her 
commerce, and the extent of her political 
influence^ a connexion with every nation of 
the globe. 
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FeltfliuiOi Nor. 1 1 1 i 79(. 

A T the end of two days journey, we have 
got into a miferable village, and though 
fliiTering with an aguifh cold, contra^xd 
apiidft the fnow of Mount Cenis, I fhall 
endeavour, by attention to my journal, to 
forget my maladie?. .Imperious drcum- 
flances, rather than choice, Ihortened my 
ftay at Turin ; and a& I had forefeeo that 
our departure might be precipitate, I had 
availed myfelf of every opportunity to gra- 
tify my curiofity upon obje^fls of intereft 
and information. Being either too little or 
too great to quit without notice the capital 
of Piedmont, in attempting to crofs the 
bridge over the Po, we were fuddenly com- 
manded to halt, and take off a pair of horfes, 
it being contrary to the eftablifhed rules of 
the place to fufier one. man to drive out 
5 foiiir 
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four horfes. This was lath&r a trial of 
pride than of patience, for the remainder of 
the town was of ao.great len^thj and our 
horfes being agaia put to^ we proceeded in 
quiet pace along ^he banks of the Po. 

It w^ meming, and oil that reo^iiied of 
dying vegetation wds iUnauned by fi. clear 
and temperate funfhioe. - Although the &&- . 
£»it of the year has greatly abiidged the 

4)ejiuties pf tlie fceaeryv objeds were sot 
wanting to infpire the laadfcape with inte- 
nifi. - A cbarmiiig diftribution of country 
-viHaS'COVvreda wide and vanegated t|ad. 
lli^ A^M, at diftance, prefented their fnowy 

-foijami^ in a vaftand ftupendous diain, 
whHe befide us rolled in peaceful motioa 
the twbtd waters of that ftrcam, cpnfectated 

' to claffic fame. Imagination was not idle 
in tbefe mioment^ &j favourable to hricj* 
All die fit^DS which had crowded my 
childifh memory embodied themffilves bc- 
Scxt me} and I feemed to he moving oyer 
cachaiUed gruind, till I arrived at Villa 
Nuova. 
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Nupva. I muft tell you, that I never yet 
entered any town at fo late an hour. For 
upon aflting xht padrone of the inn the time 
of the day, he affured me it was leaft % and 
20 o'clock. 

On remarking to our hoft that this was a 
fmall village, he replied, .with fome degree 
of difpleafure, padrpne I This word padrone 
is a term of moft comprehenfive figniiica- 
ttOR i infomuch that I, who am but an in- 
ceptor in the language, feel fome difficulty 
in determining the intention of the party 
by whom it happens to-be ufed. In the 
falutation of friends, I have obferved pa- 
dfone enquired on the one part, and the 
fmgle term padrone returned on the other; 
and, in this cafe, it implies the " How do 
" you do ?" and the " Pretty well, thank 
" you,** of the Engllfliman. But the feufc 
in which my hoft employed it was, as I have 
fmce underftood, a very common and a 
very civil one j namely, " I beg your par- 
" don.'- In order to imprefs me more 
ftrongly 
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ftrongly with the importance of the place, 
he added, that it contained a convent, I 
was not quite fatisfied with this proof; but 
Tearing that my Italian might not bear me 
out in the difpute, and dreading the confc- 
quences of an attack upon the church, I fuf- 
fered myfelf to be beaten out of the field* It 
was in our plan of this day's journey to reach 
A!eflandria,but the inevitable flownefs of our 
pace, from the'extreme badnefs of the road, 
and the counfel of an old man, who was 
queftioned upon the remaining diftance, 
determined us to flop at Feliffano for the 
night. Two beds of ftraw, with fcanty 
■coverlids, juft leave fpace for a ricketty table, 
upon which my pen is now moving ; and 
the chilling winds, which enter by tbe pa- 
pered cafement, are playing moft wantonly 
about my ihoulders. 

If ever you fiiould be tempted to crofs 

the Mont Cenis, at a period when ' the 

fnows are almoft knee-deep, and one or 

both of your boots may happen to admit 

water. 
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water, let me caution you not to excha:nge 
your carriage for your feet. A raging fe- . 
ver of lafl: night, and a thoufand aclies and 
fhiverings all this day, enable me to afliire 
you that the pains attending on fuch indif- 
cretion, are as fevere as thofe which punilh 
fome of the mofl important follies of human 
eccentricity. 



LETTER LXVIII. , 

. . Caftel San Giovanni, Nov. 13, 1791. 
/^UR hoft at Fellffano made up in atten- 
tion, for the deficiences of his mifer- 
able accommodations. AleHandria, through 
which we pafTed in our road to Tortona, 
detained us no longer than was neceflary 
to procure a dinner, for which we paid at a 
rate which left no room for regret on the 
part of the landlord. The country from 
Alexandria is for the moft part flat, and in . 
a Aate 
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a ftate of high cultivation to Tortoiu, where 

we arrived in the evening. 

I am not in the habits of retailing the ar- 
ticles of provifion^which I find on the way, 
but our yeftcrday's fare may ferve as a fpe- 
cimen of what I am given to underftand is 
confidered as an excellent Italian fupper. 
A difti of macaroni was our firft fervice. 
This was followed by a faucer containing 
fome fcraped parmefan. A plate was then 
introduced wiih feme morfels of pigs liver, 
and a fecond adorned with omelettes and 
garlick. Three fmall birds, and a hand* 
fome dcfcrt, clofed xKis ^etU jQuper^ which, 
however deficient in weight and eflentials, 
may, in the language of the Latins, be at 
lead allowed to have been " numerts abfo- 
" iuta fuis.'* 

Horace has told us of fome meals in his 
time, in which variety appears to have been 
not lefs confulted. Nafidienus's fupper made 
certainly a better figure ; and was on that 
account more defervirig of recital: but I 
think 
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think that, taken upon a fmall fcalc, the 
gufto of antient times is not badly preferved 
in the modern arts of Italian catering. As 
I have brought Horace upon the ftage, in 
Tindication of my bill of fare, I Ihall make 
him do me another ferrice before I difmiis 
him. His vifits to Mzecenas were frequent, 
and their repafts conTivial. Some animat- 
ing topic had engaged him at one of thefe' 
" noSes ccemeque Deum;'* and inattentive 
to the objefts of fenfe, which were doubt- 
lefs fet before him in profufion, he impru- 
dently fwallowed fome garlict. Hovr he 
felt upon that occafion, his mufe has am- 
phatically told us. My, feelings are fo per- 
fe^ly in unifon with his, upon all that re- 
lates to this naufeous vegetable, that though 
I am not prepared to consider it as a fuffi' 
cient punifliment for the crime of parricide, 
yet I can never fee it cordially digefted' 
without exclaiming, 

O dura ipefiorum Ilia ! 

6 
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Kaccnza, Nov. 14, 1781. 

A VERY diverting Signora, ^ho atteaded 

upon us at Tortona, gavg us the firft 
specimen of the Italian face, fuch, at leaft, ' 
as I have been taught to expe£t it. It is 
not beauty, or rather it is not lovelinefs ; 
but it pofleffes great fymmetry, and there is 
much in it to excite admiration. I re- 
marked to the Signora that the town muft 
be dull, as I underftood from her that it 
could boaft no theatre. She replied, that ^t 
prefent there was indeed but one battalion 
of foldiers at Tortona, but that their ufual 
coraipliment was three. One was gone off 
towards France, and another into Savoy. 
I found by this, that a red coat was nOt 
without its charms beyond the Alps ; and 
that the Signoras of Italy were of an opi- 
nion. 
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nton> not peculiar to this country, that 
** where troops were quartered> there could 
*' be no want of amufement." . . 

Our journey from Tortona to Caftet San 
Giovanni, where we flopped laft night, 
brought the Apennines before us : but the 
country is in general fo flat, as to furpifh 
little variety. I would not fay, of any part 
of Italy, that it is uninterefting. It was, the 
theatre of all that is great in hiftory for 
many ages ; and not a fpot of it extfts that 
has not been the feat of fome celebrated 
event. The claffic enthufiafm of Mr. Ad# 
difon was able to difcover fomc veftiges of 
its anticnt grandeur, even in the rudeft parts 
of this country. . " There is," fays he, 
" fcarce any part of the nation that is not 
*' famous in hiflory, nor fo much as a 
"mountain or river that has not been the 
" fcene of fome extraordinary adtion.".;. I 
could however learn n«hing of Caftejt Sift 
Giovanni from.any of its inhabitants. ^.TTje 
place fccmed fijnk ia wfetchednefr and pg* 
., VOL. I. z verty j 
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verty ; yet an old wall, mouldering into 
rtilas, appeared to commemorate fome loft 
importance. The ftrolUng ecclefiaftics, c^ 
Wfaoitt I enquired reQ>edling thofe ruins, 
e^d give me no information, though they 
appeared to have fuffident Idfure for anti- 
quarian ftudies. No leis than eight chorchei 
and three codveiits were enumerated in con- 
fequence of my enquiries; and notwith- 
llandiDg .the deplorable wretchedness which 
covered the inhabitants, it was eafy to fee 
that the honour in their eAimation out- 
weighed the burden. 

Indeed, I could not but be firongly im- 
prefled with this infatuation, upon paflihg 
a few minutes in their cathedral. It was 
curious to obferve the contrail that appeared 
between ttit fforihippers and their ihrines. 
WliHe the one were covered With rigs, the 
bthcr were inveftcd with coftly oroamenta. 

, Golumns of marble fupported the dltir«, 
Whole the thread-bare clote fcatcftly tovered 
thofe Who Itnelt and crawled around it. Ott 
. ■' the 
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the ODe, precious odours were afcending in 
votive clouds; from the other, proceeded 
only the vile fcent of garlick. Yet the 
countenance of the worlhipper fpokc a 
fentiment above content. He eyed, with' 
fomething more than complacency, the 
range of collty ftatues which enkindled Us 
devotion, and feemed to forget the depth 
of his mifery in the fervor of his prayers. 
How ftrong is the graip of fuperftition, 
when it has once faftened upon its victim ! 
The comforts of life really Teemed to thefe 
deluded people, a very mean price for the 
religious trumpery they 'received in ex- 
change, and the privilege of worfliipping 
at a golden altar: content to exift uppo- 
macaroni, and to ftretch their bodies upon 
beds of ftraw, provided their faints and 
demi-gods may feed upon frankincenfe, 
and inhabit Ihrines of alaballer ! 
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Parma, Nof. 15, i/gr. 

T KNOW not how a town can be viewed td 
lefs advantage than during a fall of un- 
decided rain. By undecided rain, I mean 
that diftillation which fcatters a dufky miff 
over all the works of art. Such was the 
ftate of the atmofphere upon my arrival 
and during my flay at Piacenza ; and . per- 
haps it is to this that I owe the impreflion of 
dullnefs which I have brought away with 
me from that town. It is not, however, 
without its ornaments. 

The Piazza PubHco (which is a fquare) 
partakes of the grand ; it is diihculr, how- 
ever, to be fatisfied with more than one of 
its fides. Two noble equeftrian flatues 
commemorate in bronze, at two angles of 
this fquare, the virtues of AleiTandro I, and 
his 
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hh fon.' I du^- to have ddmireiiJy aa books 
iilftru6t ftw, . the paintc3 ' <Sipok ■ of -the ca- 
thedral} but, alas-I the height of the cupOla, 
and the gkom of the cathedral, had ravifhed 
tliofe' beauties from my fight. I was ob- 
liged to content myfelf with gazing upon 
an object which had the advantage of a 
better light — I mean the dialj is this was 
the firft I had obfcrved defcribed after the 
Italian method of keeping time^and pre- 
fenting on one circumference the twenty- 
four hoars of the day. I was very much 
pleafed with a fmall painting of the Virgin 
and Child in a glafs framed and hung over 
one of the altars in the church of S^ 
FriucifcO il Grande ; it had fo much in it 
of fweetnefs and nature, that I cannot but 
hazard" a word in its praife, though I have 
not yet found it in that lift which travellers 
are inftrufted to- admire. A very elegant 
altar' in the fame church attraded mypaf- 
("icular cuTiofity j it was defigned with art, 
m& fitiifhedwith beauty," The richeft 
23 marble, 
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mvl^^ M^ the purefi. al^bafter, were her« 
a(;pon4e4 ^itb fqii»l fymmetry «iid profijtr 
fiou. I ^ras anxioos to know- iiih^t ^int 
or •Martyr claimed tbis altar. H* it w^<^ 
my lot to he caaooized, I kuovr not ^ 
ihriae I fbould more earneftly coVet. ^ 
Uttle mvocatioit} and fome few inlcripdons, 
foon led Od^to Its lawful claimant, who ' 
w^s no lels a perfonage than St. Anthony, 
the great apoflle to the fifties. AH the 
good things, in the province of Milan ieem 
' confecrated to this powerful Saint, whofe 
head-quarters are at Padua. He was 
J|poken of in very high terms upon the 
tablets which befl^enyed this altar, and re- 
prefented as very dear to Jefua Ghrift, and 
9 great fayoucite of the Holy Virgin, 

The church of San Agofiiao is a nHng 
ornament' to the town of Fiaceoza, and 
pxomifes to end in a building of. great tafte. 
and beauty. The Ade aifles are fitted up in 
a,yery elegant ftile, and the n?w froiffi 
Vbich it is now receivings prefenU the otfir 
line 
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liae of a Qoble Ik^ade. The AuguQine^ 
Co whom this fihurch belongs, ^re in ppf?* 
feffipn of VA^ property. It is, ^t th^ir e;^.- 
P^c^ thftt this church is now r^eiving its ^ 
^jiifli. *' The fa^ad?," fajd ap old me^dj^ 
ta^t, " I^as already coft 14,000 fechins,"-^ 
*V.Whst,thfin»" iaid I, "^ thefe gcntlcmcii 
^' are rich r*-r-" Rash !" faidh?^ "richif 
** fimi-fono inqftri principi." 

, As the diAance froin Piaceoza to Parma 
was not confiderable, we pafledfrom thenye 
in the ajterpoon, and entered Parma in the 
duik of the ev<ntog. Th^ country in fhe 
yvhole of this ronte was deje^able ; npt a 
rood of ground was tp be feen, bu^ what 
.poiTcfled the higjhell degree of cultivatiba< 

LETTER LXXI. 

fmn^, ^ov. 16, 179 !• 

"Vi/iy ipe(;ul£ition8 of to-day upon the cu- 

ripfities of this place have ^een £> 

cxtenfive, th^t though I ^urn- with imp^- 

Z 4 tience 
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tience to communicate, I fcarcely kno^ 
'whether the late hour at which X attempt 
this fketch will allow me to complete my 
T 'report. It was a grand day at the cathe- 
dral, fo that I had the pleafure of hearlbg 
high mafs performed. The church of San 
'Giovanni Evangeiifta, i*hich I next entered, 
■was very highly ornamented, and the pencil 
of Correggio has pourtrayed" xipon its cu- 
pola fome animated' figures i that of St. 
John is eminently beautiful. 

The academy afforded me a large field of 
aihul!ement. A variety of jnifcellanepus 
^paintings and defigns is here preferved, 
and. fome curious fragment^ of antiquity; 
amongft which was a very noble head of 
Jupiter. But the principal ornament of 
this acadetny,.and one of tfee greateft orna- 
ipents of Europe I might add, is the cbef 
d^auvre of Correggio "prefcrved here with 
great care, ' and ftilt in high ' prefervation. 
'The groupe is formed by the Virgin, who 
has the Infant inher lap,' 'Mary Magda- 
len 
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Ua 18 to the left of Ber, having her head 
ireclined. St. Jerome, an angel, and the 
Infant Baptift, enter into the compofitionj 
and a more exquifite produiHon neref 
iHued from the fchool of painting. I did 
npt think 'it pofiible for imagination to 
pourtray a countenance of fuch delicacy, 
grace, and fweetnefs. She feemed to be 
occupied in afTeflion, veaeration| and rap- 
ture. Thefe pafliQns were blended tike the 
mellow colours of the immortal painter 
into the happieft unity. The bold figure 
of St. Jerome, the attitude, the folidity and 
fainted gravity of his countenance, com- 
pofed a ftriking counter-part to thefe foftec 
paffions. The infant was vivacious and 
benign. The Magdalen penfive and de- 
jeQed ; melancholy veiled the full luftre of 
her countenance, and preferved the pro- 
prieties of her charadcr. The angel was 
what an angel. fliould — I had almoft faid, all 
that an angel can be. Such is this won- 
derful painting. If I might nia^e lb &ee 
9 with 
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^hh At terms of art, I would lay, that it 
faafi 3^ that foftnefs, iiniih, keeping, and 
vigour can contribute to animate the worfcv 
of the pencil. Days a,ad years might be 
fyeot in admiring it; and geoiua might 
exhauft the power of language in its praife. 
' A eopy is now . taking of this inimitable 
Sfoupe, which promlfes to catch fome por- 
tion of its fplrit. But, alas! fudi are the 
imperious limits of this art, that no trani> 
-6ripC can be made of its excellencies ; an^ 
the pencil of the artift can alone perpetuate 
1h» Qwn fame. ) 

. The theatre which joins the academy is 
jii^ciently known as a building of woo^ 
|>Vticula'rly conftruaied for the conveyance 
of found without echo or confufion ; and 
reports of travellers are perfedWy correO: 
a$ to this faA : for Vfp(}n experiment nuu^e 
in a.whifpsr &t ofie sndj the words, were 
4iftmftly hew4 « ?he p^heft The form of 
tb« theaUe is light and elegit. It is pow^ 
liflwe>ier» filing into decay, 4nd thg ibl$ 
ufe 
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v^ tq vfUfih it b at prefent appHed, n 
thQ. o(;p$fioti9l exhiUtjon <rf Kaumaohia^ 
(qt wlftclL the areiia is very conveniehtl]^ 
a4?pt^. \ could deiUat upon' a £eoond 
pro^udlipB of Cprreggio'a, tp which I ^ai 
iotr^tdvccd after quitting the acad^ony, but 
I am fearful that my epithets would fcarcelyf 
hoM out through another defotiption f and» 
indeed, to fpeaV the truth, it fucceale^ the 
Qt^qr too rapidly tp 6qd a particle of admiW 
ration dif^pgago}. 

I have he^ti relaxing dii^ evening at the 
theatre, being previoufly acquainted that a 
tragedy of Shakefpeare's would be per- 
formeili and wifliing to know in what 
manner our immortal bard woUld be han- 
dled by thefe cognofcenti. The tragedy was 
nothing Icfa than Amletto (Hamlet) ; and, 
alas! my poor countryman has feldom 
fallen into worfe hands, fmce VoUahe at- 
tempted to tranflate him.. The jokes and 
• the idle play of words which were the fide-» 
arms of this poet, were all that this caterer 
for 
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Sot the Italian ftage had relilhed or ' uta- 
(Jerftood. Thefc were laviflied, aa** hot 
without ef&d, upon the audience, who 
fisemed to have taken the WhoWfor'a bur- 
leTque, :ahd cx^refTed their- approbatidn of 
tfaefe flights of humour with tremendous 
peals of applaufe. It was only in feme 
moment whea Hamlet himfelf occupied the 
ftage, that .any thing like gravity appeared 
in the houfe. Then, indeed, a call of H- 
lence was raifed and echoed from different 
parts, and attention was ere£t till Hamlet, 
■vho was .drefled in black, and braiidifhed a 
white handtrchief in his haild, had. done 
ranting. ; So mucHifor Italian tragedy. 

It is painfd to;feefpdi iqatteotion to the. 
conveaience of travelling in, countries of 
fuch wealth and fertility. A fqiall deduc- 
tion from the palace would clear . the pea-, 
{ant's path. Almolt all the rivers in thefe 
Opulent duchies, are dcftitute of bridges, aad 
feme are not paffed in ferry-boats without 
danger. . . . 
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fiologna, Ncv. 1811791. 

T TPON commencing our route to Moifena, 
we entered upon the old jEmUian way. 
I.amufed myfelf, during this part of our 
journey, with reading a letter of Pliny to 
Trajan, In which he mentions the Cura 
Via? Emilia: as an objeft of great advan- 
tage, and thanks the Emperor for having 
given the appointment to a friend of his. 
It was fome addition to this train of plea- 
furable images to be informed, that on pall^ 
ing through Reggio, 1 was viewing a- place 
which, -beQdes its antient fame, was revered 
as the birth-place of Ariofto. Modena is a 
delicious town, and Ijas every advantage of 
buildings and fituatian* .Xa^pni, in hh 
poem of the Seccbia Ra/tjtat..has given a 
- very 
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very animated and juft defcription of this 
his native place : 

*' Modana Siede in una gran pianura," &c. 

The cathedral is rather fingular than 
handfome, and fufficicntly fombre for all the 
jiurpofes of occult devotion. One of thofe 
*ho ftand in the place of Levites, ahd ferve 
about, the altar, oflered to conduii me to 
fome objeils of cariofity. They coniifted 
of a nutabfcr of antieiit maufoleums, whoffi 
infcriptiohs were not difficult tb decipher. 
My guide was however fb intolerably ftupid, 
fliat I got no information from him as tti 
their hiftory. They were all found iii ihfe 
town, he afiured me; ahd when I afked 
him hoW long it was firice their difcovcry, 
hi titked to irie of toore centuries than I 
iiouM chufe to repeat. Ail that I c&uld 
draw Irdm him was, that (hey Were " tio- 
" Vati nel piaizb;** ^found m the fqtiare,) 
** trahrporiati qui,'* (conveyed' hefCi) ** & 
" tntti « marmore," (all af marble.) Thi» 
7 laft 
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taft he repfefited with great energy. He next 
introduced mc, having previouOy lighted 
two candles, into a chapel, which he^called 
the Chapel of San Geminiano. 

This faint, of whofc hiftory I cannot in- 
form you, is in great eftimation atttong the 
^odanefe, as Petronius is at BoIognA. Taf. 
ibni, in his poem before quoted, calls the 
former Gemignaniy as he does the latter Pe- 
tronj^ from thefe refpedive faints : 

*' Che tolfero a' i Petronj, 1 Gemignaii'i. 

Canto I, 

This chapel was fufficiently curious. There 
were two yery well executed portraits in it. 
I wiflied to, know the artift, but the only 
anfwer I could get was " San Geminiano," 
ind " tutto dl marmore !" My guide now 
led mt to the back part of that monument, on 
which the portraits were fiung, and pointing 
to a tmall door, refembling the entrance into 
a! yauft, h? rehearfed a hiftory refpefting 
it, which t was far from thoroughly com* 
prehehclihg. He i(poke of creeping and- 
crawling 



35X LETTER LXXII. 

crawling upoa his kneA, and accompanied 
his words with geftures, which made me 
conclude that this was the opening into 
fome fubterraneous patTage. He afked me, 
if I would eater it ? I made no objeQion ; 
on which he unlocked the door, and poiat«- 
ed to the infide. I was furprifed on look- 
ing, to find that it was but a fmall area un- 
der the monument or vault, the roof of 
which was fupported by fix or feven marble 
pillars, at fuch intervals as to leave room 
' for a perfon to crawl on his knees. Upon 
feeing me hold back, he explained the whole 
of the myftery, by telling me ** Chi vuol* 
*' obtenere una grazia di Dio bifogna fer- 
** pere qui." (He who would obtain a blelt 
ing from God, muft creep through here.) 
And (looping down, I obferved that this 
operation had a£hially worn a channel upon 
the marble. I afked him how long it had 
been the fafbion to creep among thefe pil- 
lars? He told me, five hundred years. 
Whether his chronology was accurate or 
not,^ 
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bdt, t had no opportunity to aicertain. 
The man Teemed not a little aftonilhed af 
tny retiring without making this religious 
tour. Unfortunately he detained me Co 
long in his recital of miracles performed at 
this tomb) and in the exhibition of a tnoH . 
marvellous and .wonder-working crucifijc, 
that I loft the opportunity of feeing the 
JSeccbiiti \thidi is preferved among the ar- 
.chives of thi$ .c^edral. 

It pa^es for a Jlpecles of ^iiniracle, that the 
piere tjie^ of a bucket fhould become the 
fbundatlou of a war j and it does at firll 
iight prefect a fubjeA of furprifct that the 
blood of nations ihould be fpilt for " un 
V infelice ,e vjil lecohia di Jegno. It is 
however tp be feared^ that in reviewing the 
wars of Europe* too many cafes will ht 
found» in which fo valid a pretest cannot 
be alTtgned fqr the .efiufion of human blood. 
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FlorCDCe, Nov. ii. 

TJOLOGNA 13 a town, the remembrance of 
whofe beauties will not readily be ef- 
faced from my mind ; and yet I have feen 
fo fmall a portion of them, and been com- 
pelled to take fo rapid and curfory a glance, 
that I almoft blufh to attempt any thing like 
an enumeration of its curiofities. 

The churches are ufually m all places the 
firft objeiS of attention: and I had heard 
fo much of the celebrity of St. Luke at Bo- 
logna, that I immediately requefted to be 
conduced thither. The path to this church 
is a continual afcent ; but pilgrims of all 
ages, and labouring under whatever intir'- 
mlties, feemed to tread it without reluc- 
tance or fatigue. The church, bears the 
name of the Madonna di San Lyca, from 
. . the 
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"tbe famous portrait of the Virgin, painted 
by the "hand of tlie Ev^ngelift, and which it 
is the toaft and glqry . of the Bolognefc to 
poflefs. A portico of three, miles Cbnduds 
the pilgrim to this objedi of adoration. , This 
porticQ has confiderable beauty,, and ftill 
more convenience, as it affords at once the 
means of flicker afid of reft. It was riiifed 
by voluntary contribution ; fix hundred and 
torty-leight arcades compofe the whole 
range ; all of which were built at dlfFerent 
■periods by the zealous' devotion of private 
perfons, or different corporations, and they 
were cpnftrufted in reference to 6ach other, 
fo as now to compofe an 'unifp'rni piazza to 
the entrance of the church", adorned with, 
frefcoes, fome of- which have ho fniall 
merit. 

The church is an' elegant buildirfg, and 
bears on its walls fome tablets, conimemora- 
tive of miracles performed by this marvel- 
lous pifture. This Ineftimable tfeafqre is 
provokingiy covered with a cafe, ornamented 
• A A a with 
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with jewels, and dificrent oflferinga of devo»« 
tion ; fo that I could ooly judge of St. 
Luke*8 pencil hj it« miraculous eSe€t% 
A ftring of beads, which Lpurchafed^ ef- 
eape the fufpicion of herefy^ entitled me to 
a little tra^ written by the Abbe Cdi^Qdri^ 
from whkh I learned the -vtrj, high value 
fet upon this precious depoHt,. the folemnity 
Tnth which it is venerated at Bologna,, and 
the innuoieFafale benefits which have been 
derived by this city fsem its refidence 
among them^ The Abb^,. fpeaking of the 
annual cerenKmy ef carrying thb image in 
proceiKon, fays,. **" Molte altre volte e flato, 
** &C. k e. This ceremony has alfo been 
" peiforraed ia cafes of public emergency^ 
" as was the cafe ia 1779, on account of 
" repeiUed earthc^akes. The conie^ience 
** was,' that though the& ibpcks were Co 
** violent,, and fo frequent as to a^tate the 
*• country for three yeara, the city of Bo^ 
**' lognafuftaioedoo £:n&ble mifchiefs fronv 
**- this jcourge^ whi(^ during; Its oontinu- 
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*** ance, committed Arch ravages in the o^ 
** cumjacent ckies." 

The Abbe, FhU of the authenticity and 
influeiice c^ this magical piAure, has an- 
flexed to hh abridged account of this bif- 
toiy, the means by nhicfa it pafled into tlra 
Siands of thofe who foutMled the prefent 
church. As fuch a curiofity may not oftba 
■cotac before you, I will endeavour, for your 
AiDulement, to put ^is portion <^ monkish 
Latin iato a decent English dite&*< " 2a 

* Anno Camini mitlefima Moiifino ttxtgeSmo, Die oc- 
-lava intraoK Madig. Aflam ia Home de Gnardia fub 
heremaitco Domne Azolihe&Beatrixic, prcfcnttbai Doraoo 
Rambertioo At Guecit. Domnus M»cbcK!nin* Ottonellus* 
Jadtx i Domnu) Angeletiut de Urfii, ct alii plure* reltei* 
i>oinniii G. Epifcopu* Sonoa dedtt et aSgaarii AipridiAia 
Azoline et fieatrixie unam capfulam de ligno, cam ubnia, 
obi pifla eft iraago Beate Marie maiiu beati Ludw Evange* 
liftt, qnam ponavit de'CooftaAnnopoli, in ciriiare Bonttnie 
TheoclytKcDnya hemiiiaoationifiGrecu) ihi preftns ad con-' 
Jervandam, Knendam, et cuftodiendiin in herein itai i co de 
iDonte de Guirda pro fe et earun {ticc«AbHhui, in diSo 
iiereniiico ad bonoiem Dei ec di3e imagiiiia. PrenomiDaci 
0omiDU9EpircopuietTfaeocl}'« bereoiiu ha&inftroBientiiBt 
»ffignaiionii at leper legttar fcnbetx rogsvernnr. Hgp Vi- 
talis Biblicie Dei gratia diAi Domni EjHfcopi.nocariui in- 
lerfui; et banc cartam inftrumenti con fig n alio ni* rogatua 
fcripli et £gill«yiciim figillo diOi Domni Epiftopi indiaione 
jBAava. 

A A 3 " the 
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". the. year' of our Lord n6o,.and the 8th 
•* day of May, in the Monte di Guardia, at . 
** the hermitage of the ladles Azolina and 
" jBejitri'^e* and in the prefence of .Signior 
" Rambertino de Guezi, Signior Marche- 
** fino OitoneUo, Judge, Signior An^ioletto . 
** del Orife, < and many other witncfles, . 
*' Gerard, Bifiiop of Bologna, "gave and 
** aiTigned. to the aforefaid Azolina- and 
" Beatrice, and their fucceflbrs, a box, con- 
** taining a tablet, upon which is an image 
*' of the blefled Virgin, painted by thc'hand 
" of St. Luke the Evangelift, and brought 
" by Theocles, a Greek hermit, then and 
•' there prefent, from Conftantinople, to 
•* have, to hold, and to keep in the hermit- 
" age of Monte Delia Ci^ardia, to the ho- 
" nour of God, and of the faid image. 
** The afore-named bifliop of Theocles, 
" the hermit, have called upon me to make 
♦* out the foregoing inftrument. I there- 
" fore, Vitale di Beliefa, by .the grace of 
" God notary of the faid bifliop, have 
V written in their prefencCj and at their in- 
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** fiance, this inftrument of conveyance, 
v" and have fealed the fame with the" feal 
" of the faid hifliop, in the 8th indic- 
" tion.**. 

I mud allow you to take a moment's re-- 
frefhment after fo tedious a journey through 
the fcrolls of fuperfUtion. And as the whole 
refcmblcs fo ftrongly the ftru£ture of a fable, 
I think you will not objeG to its ufual ap- 
pendage — a moral ! I am free Xo confefs, 
that I C9uld neither view, nor can refleifl 
itpOD the whole, without concluding, that 
when religion b addrelTed to the fenfes 
rather than the "undcrftanding, there is 
nothing too ridiculous to become the ob- 
jed of adoratior^ and, for my own part, 
I can difcern* m the rationality of this fpe- 
cies of devotion no difference between the 
tomb of Mahomet and the crofs of Cal- 
vary — the image of Diana that fell down 
from heaven, and the portrait of the Virgin 
painted by Saint Luke, 

A A 4 
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A MOKa the advantages I derived frdii^ 
•^ my vifit to St Lttke, werp the cxtenfive, 
vaned, and delicious views T*hich 1 ohr, 
twined of Bblogna and the envrronsj fronr 
different points of tKe arcades, Numerous 
vitlages arc fcattered over thd drcutajacent 
country, which U adorned with the riSieft 
cultivation. The next objefl of aiteBtioil 
which I fouod in my exctirfldh, wait tHfi 
grand and beautlfttl church of St Pa«I; It 
is not eafy to )maglH^ i more inlpreffive 
piece of fcUlpture thati that* whicl* ftiands 
before the grand altat, 9,tid i^prefetits the 
decollation of St Pattl, The hand of the 
executioner is railed to ftrilce, and t^ nec^' 
of the calm and intrepid apoftle is hare4 to' 
receive, the blow- This gtoU|f is difpofeij 
>vUh fuch juft ^tention to light- aa4 eleva-^ 
1$ tionji 
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tlon, that no part of the effefl: produced by 
the energy of the arttft is loft. 

The academy (L'Inftitutoy teihg only 
viewed to a'dvantage during i clear light, 
was the ne:ct fcen6 to which thy intelligent 
fCad m^nagmg lacqUey conduced me. This 
is a coUedibri which, as it might not be cur-^ 
forily viewed," fo it ought not to be lightly 
friticifed. Among the more valuable trea- 
fures of , this mufeum were a large variety 
of defigns and {ketches, by different maften 
c^ the Bologna fchool. . I know fcarcely any 
pleafqre equal to that of tracing the growth 
of a noble thoUghi from the rude outline to 
the laft pevitCtion, In viewing the random 
{ketches of the pencil, one is enabled to fe« 
parate genius from aft, and to difcrimirwtc 
between imagination and mechanifm. I 
wiQied to have dvt^elt longer upon the con<* 
templation of thefe draughts, but I was ob- 
liged to obey the fummons which called m^ 
to the Hall of Antiques, where my eye was 
loi^ Va, h^holding; il^tues, and limbs of fta* 
tues, 
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tuts, pigmean heads, coloflal feet, Roman 
wells, idols, tablets, and tomh-flones. I 
had fcarcely time to wonder, before I was 
hurried into a library, faid to contain twelve 
tboufand volumes, befides MSS. With the 
fame rapidity, I laftly vifited various ca- 
binets of minerals, petrefaiSions, and philo- 
fophical inftruments, halls of wax-work, 
chambers of fortification, and naval tatties. 
Of palaces I faw but one, viz. the Sam- 
pieri, where the Labours of Hercules, by the 
Caraccis, the Crucifix in ivory, by John of 
Bologda, and other produdioas, attraded 
their portion of admiration ; but my atten-. 
tion was chiefly fixed upon three paintings. 
The firft of thefe "was the very affe<aing 
fcene of Abraham difmifling Hagar, by Gu- 
ercino. AH the emotions which their te- 
fpeftive fituations could isfpire, haye been 
attended to by the painter. Sternnefs on 
the one hand, and diftrefs on the other, 
i^fere never exprefled in a manner which 
^ould Jpeak more powerfully to the feel- 
ings. 
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ipg8. There are du&y tints in the colour- 
ings of this matter which aflbrt well with 
the graver fubjeds. The fecond was a por- 
trait of Chrift, and the Pharifee who brought 
the tribute-money. The countenances could 
not be infpired with jufter expreffion ; 
flaufibitity and artifice reigned in the one, 
caution and penetration prevailed in the 
other. The painter appeared to have nicely 
i^udied the fliades of fentiment and charac- 
ter, and to have well dillingnilhed between 
fubtilty and fagacity, between the fpeciouf- 
nefs of art and the fobriety of truth. The 
laft is a painting, whofe fame is not con- 
fined to the fpgt which contains it. I mean 
the celebrated production, of Guldo, in 
which St. Paul is reprefented rebuking St. 
Peter. Any other performance would have 
afled in vain upon my nerves, whofe vi- 
brations began to fail, exhaufted by repeated 
impreffions of the fubllme ; .but this was 
irrefiftible. The firft glance quickened my 
fenfes, and all my powers of admiration 
fuffered a refurredion. ® 

I declare 
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I declare to you, ttiat in coiitetriplaiir^ 
«his interefting work, I feemed to enjoy an 
interview with the very pcrfonages "ivhofc 
portraits were exprcfled on the canvafs. And 
what an interview! With what chara^ers! 
and on what occafion ! Two apofllcs whofe 
equals for piety and christian herbifm are 
yet to be fought — men who, froth the fimi- 
larity (rf their views, their motives, and their 
labours, muft hare entertained for each other 
the higheft reciprocal a&£tion and efleem— 
are here found in ^ Situation the mod criti- 
cal and interellifig. ** I rebuked him to his 
" face, faid 5t. Paul, for he \fras to be 
" blamed." I thought I faw in the counte- 
nance of the firft, an inflexible attachment 
to virtue and to truth, which filenced the 
pleadings of private feeling; and obliged 
hioi to reprove the errors of a man, un- 
equalled perhaps In the chriftian church, ex- 
cepting by himfelf. In the latter I marked 
manly forrow and fobcr penitence. Whilu 
the former flood with his hand raifed, his 
6nger pointed, and his attitude bold, the 
latter 
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latter fat with his head recUoed, refting upon 
his hand, and his eyea turned with confu- 
£oa firom the coumenance of the rebt^ing 
apoftk. So mdch' life, vigour, and intereft» 
fuch an unioa of jfentimeat and pathos« I 
have never yet feen in the produdions of 
the pencil: and i am much deceived if the 
impreffioa which this excited, will ever l^ 
furpaffed hf any 5^ the jnafter-pteces of art 
which may yet lie Wfpre me. jHowever 
that:be, I cannot ^t felicitate myfelf iipon 
bavUig acqmred that fund of noble imager 
which the recoUe^ion of this painting liup- 
plies: and if I could widi the pilgri^per- 
-fuade myfelf tbf^t the fight of a p}Qt.we 
wot^d quiet fOj cpnfdenee, and ietije ^njr 
faith, I &ould majce qo fcruple of turning 
my back upon the Madonna di San Luca, 
and feekjng my abfohitlon at the Palazzo 
Sampieri* 
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TjOLOGNA is reputed to contain as many 
paintings as Rome itfelf, and fome are 
of opinion, even more. The churches of 
Giovanni in Monte, that of the Dominicans, 
St. Agnes, Corpus.^ Domini, and Petronius, 
were the chief of thofe which, in addition to 
the Cathedral and that of St. Luke, I had 
leifure or even ^ifpofition to vifit. 

The firft of thefe could not be negleiSed. 
Refpe£t for the Cecilia of* Raphael carried 
me there, and I was repaid 4)y the fight of 
4 countenance full of fcrenity and beauty. 
The church of the Dominicans contains the 
Maflacre of the Innocents, by Guido. This 
is held to be one of his beft produdions, but 
it is a fubjed which excites horror. The- 
church is one of the handfomeft buildings in 
its kind that I have ever feen, A very ele- 
gant 
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"gant-.tbmb of-pure marble here pretends 
: to preferwe the relics of that Saint to whom 
■ the church is confecrated. The guide un- 
locked a fdiall door, in order tiiat I might 
apply nly-hand to the place where the body- 
lay, and obtain, as I fuppoted, full demon- 
ftration of tho fa£t. In compliance with 
his wiihes, I made the experiment, but not 
feeling all that anxiety to be convinced, 
which he fhowed to convince me, I did nijt 
obtain fufficlent evidence to temove my infi- 
delity. I ought to obferve that the Domi- 
nicans . have lately poQeffed. themfelves of a 
very beautiful painting, reprefenting the 
dcfith of the Virgin. It is a produftion'full 
of fweetnefs and delicate exprefiion, and 
may be regarded as a valuable acquifirion to 
the treafures of this monaftery. The mar- 
tyrdom of St. Agnea has given fufficlent 
celebrity to the church .of that name : and 
the powers of Dominichino are in this bold 
defigu very ably and fuccefsfully exerted, 
St. Fetronius had nothing .to ihew me but 
4 the 

L,.„,.™.,., Google 



36ft tttTtt tXjcVi 

the meridi^ line drawn by .Caffios, and t^e 
figure of that fon of Mars whofe hand was 
arrefled in aft attempt to wound the Virgim 
The luftory is given at length hj Moore. 

The opera was very brilliaatly fupp(»ted 
by fome fingers, who will, I prefume, in due 
time, follow the Ibrtmies of th^ brother 
Sspranos, Id England. Crefcentini is the 
favourite, and t^e Pilettanti have gtcat ex- 
pe^tion^ from his proroifing talents. Bo- 
logna is indeed the fchool of Italian mufic : 
and as (he air is foft and temperate, the voice 
mvift have an advantage the lofs of whidi 
is much felt in England. 

I regret that the fhorCnefs of my ftay 
ihould have deprived me of the power of 
communicating more extenfive information 
upon tt^e ipterefting curiofities of tlus de- 
lightful town. Its general afpedl is ftrongly 
preppiTefling, and its details are fubje^ of 
ftudy. We left it yefterday morning, and 
began to afcend the Appconipes. Theft 
mountains are diycrdfied by a rich and la- 
boured 
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boured, cultivation ; and the two days pafifed 
between Bologna and Florence were enli- 
vened by fcenes of magnificence and beauty. 
The lambent and fulphureous flames of 
Pietra Mala, rifing near the Tillage of that 
namei and conftantly burning, lighted us as 
we approached Cavigliaro, the boundary of 
our firft day's journey: and early inthe morn- 
ing of the fecond, we defcended amid the 
fays of the rifing fun upon the turrets, pa- 
laces, bridges, gardens, and all the majeftic 
fcenery of this celebrated capital. 
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Florence, Nor. 25, 1791. 

rr^HERE is nothing that requires more art 

"*■ than a juft fele£tion of local curiofities. 

It is difficult to difcern the faireft where all 

are fair, and to fix upon the mod; ufeful 

vot. I. s a where 
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where noae are without the^r ufe. Florence 
•bouniU fo greatly in objeas of intereft to 
travellers, is fo rich in natural fcenery, mo- 
numents of architedure, and cabinets of art, 
that the mind is rather dilfara&ed than di- 
rected, by thofc catalogues which undertake • 
to do the duty of guides. Whether I hare 
yet vifited one tenth part of its nommal, or 
dtgefted one hundredth part of its real beau- 
ties, I am aot anxious to know ; my time 
has been whoUy employed in feeing, and 
much of what X ^vr has filled me with 
wonder. The gallery, — the great monu- 
ment of Tufcan liberality, and the firft refort 
of ftrangers, — ^has furniihed me with a large 
fund of ftudy andamufement. The princely 
bounty of the Grand Duke, who has enlarge 
ed the laiary of the guides, to throw opert 
the gates of this invaluable mufxum, is a fub- 
jeft which calls for the traveller's eulogium. 
AH who have crofled the Appennines, have- 
indolged in the praife of this gallery ; and,, 
though the raritks of its cabinets have been; 
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to often and To varioufly fervcd up, I cannot 
deny myfelf thepleafure of I'eporting to you 
in what manner I was afFe£ted by them. 
The Tribune, which is ufually the Iq^ dif- 
played, was that into which I accidentally 
entered ^?^. I knew not the name of the 
cabinet, and had followed fome Grangers. 
" This (faid our conduGor) is the Tribune, 
f* and here," pointing to a ftatue that flood 
before us — " is the Venus de Medicis." 
Thus taken by furprize, I remained for fome 
time in fdent contemplation of this " ftatue 
" which enchants" the world," and which is 
confidered as the perfection of fcniptura! 
art. Carrying my fpeculations back to the 
jirft rudiments of this wonderful produdion, 
I pi^ured to myfetf, with the Abbe Du Psriti, 
the. birth of this defign in the mind of the 
fculptor, and the enthufiafm which iired him 
when he firft viewed the mafe. Kindling 
as I gazed, I traced the progrefs of the chi- 
fel through all the ftages of its formation. I 
admired the genius which actuated, the art 
B B 2 which 
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which guided, and the delicacy which m^ 
naged the fculptor's hand. Such circum-^ 
ftances mud combine to give perfeAion, and 
perfe^ion is the only attribute which, can 
charaderize this ftatue. The Arrotino or 
, Whctter, who ftands to the left of the Veniw, 
is a fubje£l both of admiration and perplex- 
ity. Pofition of body, cafl of countenance, 
and circumftance of occupation, denote fome 
myftery which they do not develop. He is 
refUng on one knee, and whetting a knife 
or cutting inllruroent. His head is elevated 
inclining to the left, as though he were 
liftening to fomething faid. It is curious to 
ohferve what ingenious conjeflurea have 
been indulged upon the hiilory of this Arro- 
tino : he is liftening to Cataline's confpiracy, 
he overhears the plot of Brutus's fons to re- 
fiore the Tarquins : it is Cincinnatus ; it is 
Manlius CapitoUnus ; and lafily, as though 
there were not already fufficient hypcthefes 
to pbfcure the faS, the Abbe PalU has 
found out that it is the Scythian who aflifted 
9 >c 
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at the duet between Apollo and Marfyas, 
and who afterwards flayed the latter. Now, 
that he is liftening, cannot be difputed : 
and that he may be llftening to the Catali- 
narian or the Tarquinian fadion, are con- 
jectures' equally probable. And whether or 
not he reprefents the Scythian who was to 
flay Marfyas, it muft be owned his heart 
leems ripe for a murderous deed. The his- 
tory of this chara^er is, in fliort, among 
thofe records which have flipped through 
the fingers of time, and whofe place can only 
be fupplied by fancy and conjedure. 



LETTER LXXVir. 

< FlorcDce. 

^ A s I have ventured fo far into the field of 

defcription, it would be treafon to the 

remaining ftatues not to allow them fome 

fliare of encomium. The Wreftlers, fo oft 

SB $ and 
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and fo defervedly admired, is a moft b^utU 
ful and energetic production of the chifel ^ 
the mind of the artift muft have been filled 
with the jufteft conceptions of human pro- 
portions and anatomical accuracy. ' My ig'? 
norance of antient fculpture bad led me to 
form falfe and vulgar expedations of this 
groupe. The figures are of a moderate fize 
and a perfedt form ; and exhibit an happy 
union of beauty and ftrength, of grace and 
vigour, of mufcular force and perfonal cpme- 
linefs. The inter-twining' of the limbs ia 
moft artfully rendered, and evinces at once 
the power of the fuperior, and the difadvant- 
age of the fallen combatant: while the coun- 
tenances refpedtively exprefs, by emotions 
of confidence and agony, the triumph of the 
vidor and the defpair of the vanquifhed. 
The dancing faun is certainly the moft face- 
tious and mirthful charafter ever brought 
out of marble. This grotefque figure is 
jrefented vpith one leg elevated, in the atti- 
tude of dancing. His head is inclined with 
much 
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much natural expreflion, and 4a his countei- 
nance is painted a lively image of luxurious 
joy. EVC17 lineament difcovers the abfence 
of iblidtude and the annihilation of care. It 
3s indeed a charming ftatue, full of antient 
thought, and in perfect uniCba with the 
ffiftive im^ery of the Grecian raufe. I 
might now condu^ you, as I was condu<a'- 
ed myfelf, through a feries of cabinets feve- 
^ally furniflied with diftindly arranged curio- 
ikies. Amoi^ others were thofe that con- 
tained colledions of precious flCines and mi- 
nerals wrought into a thoufand varieties of 
form. Here were columns, vafes, and urns 
of agate, rock-crytial, lapis lazuli ; and, ia 
ihort,. a large profufion of antient and mo- 
dern valuables, diftributed and aiTorted with 
great tafte. The cabinet of portraits was 
not among the leaft interefting of thefe fe- 
condary departments. Thefe portraits are of 
different painters, painted by themfelves, 
Madame Le Brun and Angelica Kauffman 
#.re not among the leaft attrailijog. The 
B B 4 very 
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very noble urn di Medlcis, on which is re- 
prefented, in relievo, the 'facrifice of Iphi- 
genia, forms a grand central ornament to 
one of thefe faloons. The Cabinet of the 
Hermaphrodite, and the Hall of Niobe, con- 
taining this defcendant of Jupiter and her 
fourteen children, are treafures of ineflima- 
ble value. Amongft a variety of urns, fe- 
pulchral fragments, and different morcsaus o? 
antiquity, are the known and celebrated bufts 
of Alexander the Great, and Brutus, the laft 
of which may well ijeferve a place amongft 
the produSions of the Grecian fchool. Thefe 
bufts have alfo fet the learned afloat upon the 
occean of conjedture. The firft of thefe is, 
the buft of a "coloffal figure, and bears in thg 
counteqance a ftrong expreflloa of agony. 
What circumftance this alludes to in the 
hiftory of Alexander is the quefticn at iffue. 
" He fighs for new worlds," fays Mr. Ad- 
difon. " He is difturbed, beyond a doubly fay 
*' others, with remorfe for the murder of 
*' Clitus." There U certainly an expreffioa 
of 
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of pain in the countenance more deeply co- 
loured than the fretful emotion of pining 
difcontent could infpire ; anti fuch as might 
be expefted from the man, who had rafli- 
nefs enough to kill, and fenfibility fufficient 
■ to repent. The buft of Brutus has alfo fur- 
niflied work for the critics. The buft is 
excellent, but unfinifbed. All the myftery is,' 
why (hbuld Michael Angelo have left it ia 
this liate? Cardinal Bembo has alSgned a 
realbn which will fcarcely pleafe beyond the 
pale of a court. 

Dum Biuti effigicm fcuiptor de marmore duci^ 

Jn mentem fceleris venit, et ablUnuit. 

But Michael Angelo has left many unfi- 
niflied works. All hia figures upon the 
tombs in the chapel of St. Lorenzo, are un- 
couthly and imperfcdly fculpiured. Per- 
haps this great man, enamoured with the 
rougher ftrokes of his chifel, and pleafed with 
the expreffion of his outline, would rather 
leave the buft unfinifhed, than efface the 
bolder parts by an addition of the laft polifli. 
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/-r^Hls city appears conftruQed, in all it* 
parts, to fill the eye of the traveller 
with pleafure. The ftreets, which are paved 
with ev^a flag-flones, chifeled' as occaGon 
requires, for fafety — are generally clean ; 
and where they open upon the Arno, are 
illumined by wide and varied views, ex- 
tending on either fide of this noble flream. 
The entrance from Bologna is not impro- 
perly called a defcent upon the town : for 
at the diftance of fome leagues the whole 
appears extended below the brow of the 
Appenniaes } and the traveller feems to be 
plunging from the lofty precipice into the 
bofom of thofe viftas and parterres, which 
interfea and adorn the vale below. A tri- 
umphal 
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Mmphjd arch receives him at the foot of this 
jdefcent, and announces his entrance into the 
Tufcan capital. The |Mlace Pitti, refidence 
of the Grand Duke, is fombrous in its alV 
pe£ti but has an air of Gothic majelty. 
The Ihterior is noble, and adorned with ^I 
that art, riches, and good tafte can contribute 
to dignify the palatial refjdence. Here 
pietro de Cortona has laviflied the fineft 
touches of his. pencil upon the ceilings ; and 
among the pendents is preferved the Ma- 
donna of Raphael, to which the connoif- 
feurs affign the higheft rank. It is but 
juftice to the patron of this palace to fay, 
that it is exhibited with the fame liberality 
as the gallery ; and that ftrangcrs are con- 
dut^ed through all its chambers with an at- 
tention and refpedt, which in other places is 
confidered as involving the expetSancy of 
an exorbitant fee. The palace Ricardi is a 
ftrufture of noble architediure, raifed, for 
the mofl: part, upon the defigns of Michael 
Aagelo. It is IpipoHlble not to be delight- 
ed with the very elegant and maflerly pieces 
of 
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, of Luca Giordano which cover the fpacious 
roof of the grand faloon. Of the four Evan- 
gelifts painted by Guercino, each had its 
proper merits ; but the portrait of St. John 
was a faithful tranfcript of the Evangeiift's 
pen. It was a countenance animated with 
as much fire and intelligence as can contifl 
with fweetnefs and fenfibility. Of other 
palaces I can only fpeak from a view of 
their exterior, and the reports of others. 
Their inhabitants are reputed to hold an 
high rank in polite accomplilhments ; and» 
thofe who have leifure to cultivate their 
fociety by a longer refidence, bear teftimony 
to their domeftic hofpitality. Amufements 
of every defcription are in this city at their 
zenith. Their opera has indeed its feafons, 
and the tide of gaiety Its flux and reflux ; 
but from what I have feen*— and ftill 
more from what I have heard — no city has 
a fairer ground of pretenfion to detain thofe 
travellers, whom ennui and hypochondria 
have driven to feek the cure of their melan- 
choly from the hands of pleafure. 
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Hr-^HE cathedral of Florence ia a very large 
•^ aad ponderous edifice, conftrufted of 
black and white marble, and therefore pre- 
fenting a very Ihadowy afpeA. The ftatucs 
.of the twelve Apoftles, and the noble baflb 
relievos which furround the altar, hardly 
compeniate the gloom which over-hangk 
the general mafs. The brafs gates which 
adorn the baptiflery, an o£lagonal building 
detached from, but belonging to this cathe- 
dral, were by Michael Angelo deemed wor- 
thy of opening and fliutting the entrance to 
Heaven. Next in order is the church of 
San Lorenzo. Here, in the chapel of the 
princes, are the two celebrated tombs of 
Michael Angelo. They <tfe, like his buft 
of 
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of Brutus, imperfedly fculptured ; and priS- 
fented to me little beyond the rude outlines 
Two figures of bold dcfign adorn each of* 
thefe monuments — the firft of which repre- 
fent Day and Night — the fecond Crepufcu- 
lum and Aurora. The chapel di Medicis 
in this church is defervedly efteemed amongfl: 
the ornaments of Florence. It contains fix 
tombs conftruAed upon the defigns of 
Michael Angelo. The form of the chapel 
U o^gonal ; and the monuments are, in 
point of defign and execution, Ariking and . 
magnificent. Oriental granite of the moft 
•beautiful vein, lapis lazuli, coral, and, in 
£horT, every fpectes of Aone and mineral is 
liere difpofed and arranged by the hand of a 
mafter.' And were the chapel completed in 
a ftyle fuited to the original plan, the world 
would not be able to ihew fo perfcfl a model 
of tafte and magnificence. The church of 
Santa Annuntiata is adorned with fome 
handfome altars of marble, and paintings of 
no mean execution. The bat reliefs in 
. 8 bronze 
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bronze by Jean de Bologhe, compofe rather 
an interefting than iplendid ornament to the 
Chapelle de La Vierge, in which an image 
of high charafter is depofited. The flagel- 
lation of Chrift is, among ihefe brazen 
tablets^an extraordinary effort of genius, 
replete with vigour and fenfibility. Among 
the .contiguous cloifters are feme admirable 
frefcoes. The wafteful hand of time, and 
expofure to the damps and dews have brought 
into decay a beautiful Madonna of Andrea 
del Sarto, whofe bull and epitaph arc affixed 
againft the walls of this cloifter. The church 
of the Dominicans is of inferior reputation 
to the convent. " This contains a grand ela-. 
boratory for balfams, fimples, &c. and is 
cfteemed to produce fome of the beft eflences 
and perfumes which ever flied their fra- 
grance around the perfons of beau or belle. ' 
The church of San Spirito, prefents a bold 
defign of folid but fimple architeiSure. It is 
as yet fo little advanced, that the painting» 
it contains are perfeGly eclipfed. It pro- 
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mifee, however, to exhibit in its Bniflied 
flate that fpecies of grave and decent edifice, 
which correfponds with the rational idea of 
a Chriftian Temple. My regifter of the 
churches Ihall clofe with that of the Santa 
Croce. It had for me only two objeds— 
the firft of which was the monument of 
Michael Angelo — a monument worthy oi 
the fubjedt. Three of his fcholars united to 
form this memorial of their illuftrious pre- 
ceptor — equally ikilled in the rival arts of 
painting, fculpture, and architefture. The 
tomb of the great Galileo wa$ the fecond. 
A fimple bull and tablet of marble record 
his memory. Peace to his alhes! May no 
facrilegious hand deAroy the pile on which 
his name is infcribed ! may his memory for 
ever flourish ! and may it appear from the 
concurrent plaudits of all fucceeding ages, 
how perifhable are the decrees of fuperftition 
and error, how immortal the difcoveries of 
reafon and truth ! 
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FoJigno* Dec. i. 

iTT was not without great rfeIu3;'Tiee that t 
left Florence^'after fo ihoit 4 flay. Aft offer 
ef introdudiob to fome of the prindpal in— 
habitantSi itiidered this abrupt departure fiill 
lefs palatable ; but chadge and reverfe are the 
lot of map. and the chances of traTel, like 
thofe of Hfei are not all in favour of the 
adventurer^ . It was by ^ tardy movement pf 
more than two days, that we reached the 
antient and venerable town.of Peruggia. 

The journey to, Rome, by this route, is 
lefs frequently taken, than that of Sienna, 
as it is a track extremely drcuitousj but, 
thofe who ftudy the wear and tear of 
horfes and caniages, prefer this rOute, aa 
more than compenfating for its length, by 
VOL. I. c 6 the 
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the fuperiority of its roads. Among the 
cutiofities of this place, are to be feen many 
of the produ^ons of Pietro Perugino, the 
mafler of Raphael, whofe b^ and greateft 
works are here preferred. At the church 
of San Francefco, is one reprefenting the 
Refurredion, on which I fixed with a 
great degr^ of admiration. The outline 
was faithfully iketcbed ; and there appe^ed 
a great degree of accuracy and chailenefs in 
the drawing, and di^fition of the colours. 
In what I had ever before ftfm of tlus mafler, 
there was fo great a drynefs and formality, 
that It was difficult tatrace, without a deeper 
knowledge of the art than I can pretend to, 
any thing like the touches of an able and 
animated pencil.' But from this and other 
fpecimens at Peruggia, it' appears, that Ra- 
phael may have flood c^niiderably indebted 
to'thele&bils of his preceptor. Superadding 
to'his own genius the principles of Pietro, 
be has fhewn the fubllme efieds which re- 
fult from the union — too feldom exiftiug — 

of 
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bf ftrong talents and attentive ftudy. This 
. churchwas rich in excellent paintings. From 
viewing fome defigns, more remarkable for 
their qufdntnefs and antiquity, than their 
merit, I palTed to the contemplation of aa 
afliimption of the Virgin, which pafles with 
me for the bed Raphael I have yet feen; 
The Virgin is reprefented in Heaven, and 
Jefus Chrifl placing the crown upon her 
head. The Apoftles below are coHeiied 
about her tomb, and gazing upwards' with 
countenances full of attention and rapture. 
There was in this paintiog a fort of expref^ 
fion, which made its way more fuccefsfuUy 
to my admiration, than the Cecilia at Bo- 
logna, or the Madonna at the Palace Pitti. 
I had formed very erroneous conceptions of 
the pleafure I was to derive from the pro- 
dudions of Raphael — expelling to know 
them at firft fight, and to worfliip them al- 
moft by inftinG. Painting has however its 
myfteries, I find — and it requires fome ftudy 
and knowledge of its principles, to be able 
c c 2 to 
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to admire what is moft excellent. Like thtf 
fifter arts of poetry and mufic, it feems to 
hide its excellencies from thofe who are ig- 
norant of its laws. A good painting feems 
thaefore to ftand very much in the predica- 
ment of a good poem, and a well wrought 
concerto. Some limple delineation £hall 
iafcinate in ^tjirfiy beyond a regular and 
liudied produ£tion ; while in the lajiy an art- 
lefs tale and a popular air fhall pleafe more» 
than the ftately mufe of Milton, and the 
learned melodies of PergoleTi. 

At a palace belonging to the noble family 
of Delia Penna, I was gratified with the 
fight of feme of the beft and moil finifhed 
pieces, from the hand of Salvator Rofa. 
Numerous produdions of this extraordinary 
mafter were fhewn me, in which all the 
wild and grotefque fancies which genius 
could create, were brought upon the 
canvas. To tfaefe were added four land* 
fcapes in his beft ftile, two of which pre- 
fent nature in lefs uncouth forms, and are 
3 »n 
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an aB refpedls deferving of the higheft 
eulogium. 

I wss completely occupied, during the 
time w« pafled ia this town, >with the 
various and valuable fpedmcns of art which 
I had opportunity to vifit. The town is 
fufiidently gloomy in its afped— the mar);s 
of antiquity, defertion, and decay, are 
firongly vUible in all its extent: and it it 
^moQg the very few cities in Italy which 
are ftruck out of the lift of the travelleiis 
route. It is however cert^iQ] that though 
little viiited, it wants not its importance !n 
the fc«ile pf art. Its churches aad its palacee 
have indeed little to boaft pf fpleador oc 
ornament : the inteUigent traveller vill, 
ncverthelefs, be repaid, for entering apaitf* 
ments feUom iafaalMted, and cluirches little 
frequented, fay defig^s and ftudies appropri- 
ate to thfs place, and of a clafs which is in 
rain fouight for in cities of greater refort^ 
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Terni, 

T7R0H FoHgno to this plgice, the roat] vras 
■ flitnked oa either fidQ, by floping lands 
of rich and laboured Gulttvation. FoHgno 
Is a town of fome traffic, and much fraud. 
The Britifli minifter refident at Florence, 
(Lord Harrey,) was by fome accident paffing 
6a this route. "Whatever be the fubjeS of 
his journey, it Is certain that he went i/tcsg^ 
to the confines of Rome, and is returning 
tA ffiorence by this littlo-frequeflted routes 
llie poltticiaus of this pl^ce are greatly per- 
plexed to account for hb Lordlhip*^ appe^^ 
ance amoogft them ; lender fuch cdrcum- 
flancefljiheyregarditasfuHofmyflery. He 
paid us a viiit with muob poHtenefi, aod I 
had an opportunity of laying before him a 
^ecimen of that fort of iaf(»inatioa which 
the 
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the pditicians of FoKgno pofleflcd. For in 
a newfpaper of the place, which I was not a' 
little furpized to meet with, it was hinted 
with fome confidence, that aa union w^s it) 
agitation of the crowns of £ngknd and 
France, by the marriage of the prince of 
Wales with Madame Royale. This inajr" 
ferve to fhew you, how much thefe people 
are admitted into the fecrets of ftate, 

I rofe early on th^ following raomingi in 
order to obtain, before my departure from 
Foligno, a fight, of the Madonna of Raphael, 
preferved in the convent Pes Comtefles. My 
guide and myfelf had concerted the hour and' 
the means, but alas ! when I approached the 
door of the chapel and demanded admit- 
tance, a number of Fraticifcans, who were 
alTcmbled at their devotions, growled refufaU 

From Foligno to Spoletto the tracl; con- 
duced us through a country whofe beauties 
have not difappeared ia the month of De- 
cember. The ur was foft, the &y delici- 
oufly ferene above us, and every where 
P C 4- arounc} 
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^U-oond were fceoes of that ornamental de«- 
f(:riptioD, which confound, in the traveller's 
eye^ all diftia^ion of feafons. In propor-> 
tfon as we advanced^ the flate of the coun-* 
try ftUl improved i movintains of the moft 
pidurefque foriQS prefented themfelves. 
Embpfomed upon the heights of thefe, were 
caftles, monaftene?, fnd towns, interfperfed 
with oliye gardens, the bloom of whof^, 
ffuit refle£led in various hues the rays of the 
fun, We alighted pn our route, to vigw the . 
little temple by the roqd fide, foofccrated, 
as the lovers of antiquity affirm, to the god 
Clitumnus ; and as men of lefs enthufiafm, 
apd therefore probably of more judgment, 
lay, to feme modern Divinity. Spoletto wa* 
the boundary of this day's journey, and thq. 
hour of our arrival was fufficiently early to 
vifit the Gothic Aqueduct, which here con- 
ned the mountain of St. Francis with Spo-t 
letto. It is a ftupendous buiJding of ten 
arches, the lo^eft of which is. eftimated tQ 
iland more than fix hundred feet ahove its 
foynda-i 



DiailizodbvGoOglf 



LETTER LXXXI. '393 

foundation. Its hiftoiy is carried back to 
the tiines of Theodoric, and it forma in its 
prefent ftate, an obje£t of great magnificence. 
The mountain againft which it refts, has 
many wild and pi£lurefque beauties. A 
Ipofe and irregular ihrubbery overfpreads it 
frpm the fummit tothe narrow channel be- 
low J and intermixed with the maflea of 
ftone which hang upon its flopes, the tang- 
ling fhootS' exhibit thofe light and negligent 
ornaments, which art can never fuccefsfully 
imitate. I was given to underftand that 4 
portrait of the Virgin by St. Luke, was 
among the ineftlmable rarities of Spoletto-^ 
but I heretically contented myfelf with the 
report of its miraculous properties; and, glan- 
(;ing limply at the pompous infcriptions 
which announce the pride of this place, as 
the " caput umbrix," and the town fo cele- 
brated by the flight of Hannibal — compofed 
myfelf to an anticipation of thofe beauties 
yfl^ch I was to fee in the Cafcade of Teroi. 
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/-p*HE Cafcade of Terai is formed by the 
fall of the Velino into the Nera, (aa- 
tlently the Nar— " Narque albefcentibus 
aquis — in Tiberim properans." Si/. lial.) 
The Velino is a pretty coafiderable river of a 
navigable depth, and takes its rife in Monte 
Abruzzo ; feparating, in its paflage to the 
point of defcent, the town of Rhieti, from its 
fuburbs. There are many circumftances at- 
tending this Cafcade, which render it not only 
an obj.e£l of aftonifhment to the traveller, 
but of intereft to the naturalift. The river 
Velino once formed a marfli in the valley 
of Rhieti, highly prejudicial to the country, 
and vchofe waters had the fmgular property 
of petrifat^ioo. This circumAance is atteft- 
ed ^ly Pliny : " In lacu Velino lignum de- 
je^um lapideo cortice induitur." The chan- 
*i nel 
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pel through which the Velino now pafles, 
in its way to the point of defcent, was dug 
\}y order of Clement VIII, The calcareous 
particles with which the water Is impreg- 
nated, have here concreted in their paflagej 
and overlaid the whole fuperficies of this 
bed with a fubftance refemhltng the fplidity 
of marble. Hence this level has acquired 
the name of Piano del Marmar«, or the 
■ Marble Level j and the Cafcade itfelf, La 
Cadutadel Marmore, or the Marble Cafcade. 
The track from which it is approached 
from the town of Terni, is Angularly pic- 
turefque. Cut for the greater part out of 
the folid rock, it purfues a winding courfe, 
and furniflies, by a gradual yet conftant 
afcent, numerousand varied views of the fur- 
rounding fcenery. The rapidity of the river 
in that'channel, which is hewn out of the 
rock to give palTage to its waters, is fcarcely to 
be imagined. It is here that the ipedatbr is 
ufually condui3:ed firft, in order that he may 
fee the quantum of force with which this 
body 
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body of water haftens to its fall. It is im- 
poffible, to regard without dizzinels, the ex- 
treme velocity of this part of the current. 
Stones of confiderable weight are buoyed up 
by the rapidity of the motion. The next 
point of view, is that which from a fmal! 
terrace conveys to the eye this powerful 
ftream, precipitated from the extremity of 
its marble level with all that violence which 
rt has already acquired by the compreffion 
ef its waters. The ftream thus precipitated 
is received in a rocky bafon, fcooped put by 
the force of the waters, and from whofe 
bafe it is difchargcd to a fecond receiver, 
amidfl a vaft profufion of foam and uproar. 
I>efccnding thus with a rapidity regularly 
diminifhed by the re-aftion of two fuc- 
ceflive rocks, the river enters the Nera, and 
proceeds tb join the imperial Tiber. A fcene 
of greater and more terrific magnificence 
cannot be piSured by the imagination. The 
force and velocity of the current, in the point 
preparatory to its defcent, is moft tremend- 
ous* 
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ous. It is diiEcuIt to decide— fo different 
are the calculations upon this fubje£l — ita 
accurate meafuremcnt. The Fere Carrara 
has fixed its total height from the Piano del 
Marmore to the level of the Nera, at 1871 
Roman palms. The tumult of its waters, 
reverberated in a thoufand directions j — the 
frothy clouds which iffued from the valley; — 
the arching rocks which overhung the 
gulph J — and the luxuriant fhrubs which 
fcattered their delicate ihades ; — formed 
together a picture of romantic fublimity, 
too impreflive to be eafily fupplanted by 
any fcenes of fecondary beauty. 
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TT *ras between Spoletto and Terni, that we 

paffed the higheft point of Appenmne ' 
upon this route, and we have been fmce re- 
gularly defcending. I could not pafs through 
Terni, 
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Tcrai, without feeling an emotion of claf- 
fical pleafure. -It was the birth-place of 
Tacitus, and the mind is fofcibly imprefled 
with fcenes thus connefled with thofe it has 
learned to admire. Johnfon has expreffed, 
in his niafterly imitation of the Roman poets, 
the fame fentiment : 

Struck with the fpot which gave Eliza birth. 
We kneel, and kiis the coofecrated earth. 

Imjt. Sat. 3. Jut. 

Our route from Terni lay along the beau- 
tiful valley which conne<£is this town with 
Narni, The waters of theNera, gracefully 
difcompofed, and rendered mufically fono- 
rous by the influx of the Velino, roll along 
this charming vale, in their way to the point 
of jun^on with the Tiber. The ruins of 
the great bridge, which once conneftcd the 
two oppofite mountains, and over which 
pafled the high road to Peruggia, ftands at 
no great diftance from the town of Narni. 
The only entire arch which now remains, 
difcovers it to have been, whatever were its 
form. 
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